
South Asian 
Heritage Month
	 	 West Yorkshire 
History Centre

	11am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Celebrate South Asian 
History Month with 
tasty food, creative craft 
activities, stories and 
lots more!

FREE

Yorkshire Day
	 	 National Coal  
      Mining Museum

	10am-5pm
	 	 All ages
A grand gala family 
fun extravaganza in 
the proper Yorkshire 
way! Enjoy brass band 
music, free creative 
activities, performances, 
stalls, sports and 
competitions.
 
£10 per car

Owl Adventures

	 	 National Trust Nostell
	11am-4pm

	 	 All ages
Enjoy wonderful flying 
displays and get up 
close and personal with 
the owls!
Flying displays 11am 
and 1pm.  
Also runs 28 and 31 
August.  
 
Displays are FREE, but 
it is £4 to hold an owl.

Summer 
Soundtrack 
Family Day
	 	 Pontefract                                                                                                                                         
     Racecourse

	11:30am-6pm
	 	 All ages
Have a little dance and 
a sing-song after some 
sensational racing!  
Bookable event, see: 
pontefract-races.co.uk

Tickets from £6

Sunflower Field
	 	 Farmer Copleys

	10am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Pick your own beautiful 
sunflowers, enjoy a 
picnic amid the flowers 
and create memories at 
the special photo ops! 
 
Runs 2-30 August. 

Bookable event, see: 
farmercopleys.co.uk 
Tickets £6.70

SURYA
	 	 WX - Wakefield 	
	     Exchange

	4:30pm-5:45pm
	 	 All ages
Manasamitra present 
an immersive 
performance inspired 
by Helios and the Hindu 
Sun God. 
Bookable event, see: 
wxwakefield.co.uk
Tickets from £4.38

Marvellous Toy 
Makers 
	 	 Wakefield Museum 

	10:30am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Spot the bright, 
colourful toys in the 
Plastic Fantastic 
exhibition, take part in 
a toy trail through the 
museum, and make a 
toy of your own to take 
home!

FREE

Time Travellers: 
Stone Age & 
Bronze Age

	 	 Castleford Museum
	10am-3pm

	 	 All ages
Drop in and learn how 
archaeologists study 
the past. Make a Bronze 
Age-style pot to keep! 
Also runs 21, 23 and 	
24 July. 	
	
FREE

Summer s’cool
	 	� Various locations

	Various times
	 	 Ages 8-17
Creative activities for 
young people. Try new 
things and build skills!

Runs across dates from 
27 July-28 August. 
 
Bookable event, see: 
wfdsummers.cool	

FREE

K Pop Dance 
Party  
	 	 WX - Wakefield 	
	     Exchange

	5pm-8pm
	 	 All ages
Take part in a 
dance session and 
performance inspired 
by the vibrant world of 
KPop Demon Hunters! 
Bookable event, see: 
wxwakefield.co.uk
Tickets £10

Let’s Get 
Cooking! 
	 	 Hemsworth Library 

	10am-11am
	 	 Ages 8+
Learn about nutrition, 
taste food and make a 
snack to take home! 
 
Also runs 18 August.	
	
Bookable event, see:  
expwake.co/libraries 

FREE

Make Your Own 
Spinning Drum 
with Biffa
	 	 Wakefield Library

	1pm-2pm
	 	 Ages 3+
Make your own 2-in-1 
spin drum/scraper 
musical instrument in 
this reuse craft session!
Bookable event, see:  
expwake.co/libraries

FREE

Forest Fairy Day
	 	 Frickley Country                                                                                                                                          
     Park

	12:30pm-2pm
	 	 All ages
Dive into the magic of 
fairies! Make fairy doors, 
clothes and dream 
catchers and go on a 
hunt for signs of fairies. 	
	
Bookable event, see:  
expwake.co/fairy 

FREE

National Play 
Day Family Fun
	 	 Wakefield 		
     Cathedral

	1pm-3pm
	 	 All ages
Celebrate National 
Play Day at Wakefield 
Cathedral with fun 
family activities for all 
ages! 

FREE

To find even more things to do across  the summer in Wakefield,
check out  expwake.co/summer

Saturday 18 July

Saturday 25 July

Saturday 1 August

Sunday 19 July

Sunday 26 July

Sunday 2 August

Monday 20 July

Monday 27 July

Monday 3 August

Tuesday 21 July

Tuesday 28 July

Tuesday 4 August

Wednesday 22 July

Wednesday 29 July

Wednesday 5 August

Thursday 23 July

Thursday 30 July

Thursday 6 August

Friday 24 July

Friday 31 July

Friday 7 August

SUMMER FUN
Family Workshop
	 	 The Hepworth 	
		  Wakefield 

	11am-4pm
	 Ages 2-12 

Make your own artwork 
inspired by the colours, 
shapes and patterns 
you’ve seen in the 
galleries!
Runs every Sunday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday in the holidays. 

FREE to district residents 

Clarence Park 
Festival
	 	 Clarence Park

	12pm-9pm
	 	 All ages
Free music festival with 
22 bands and DJs, plus 
bar, food vendors, and 
craft stalls.
Also runs 26 July.

FREE

Dino Walker 
	 	 Trinity Walk 

	11am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Get hands on and up 
“claws” to dinosaurs and 
everything prehistoric 
this summer holiday!
Runs every Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 
throughout the summer 
holidays. 

FREE

Little Farmers 
Trail  
	 	 Blacker Hall Farm  

	10am-4pm 
	 	 All ages
Meet the adorable 
farm animals, play in 
the sandpit, ride pedal 
tractors and lots more!
Blacker Hall Farm is 
open 10am-4:30pm,    
7 days a week.

Tickets £3

Pond Dipping  
	 	 �RSPB Fairburn Ings

	10am-4pm
	 	 All ages
Discover a magical 
underwater world 
at RSPB Fairburn 
Ings. Scoop up your 
creatures, examine and 
ID them, then return 
them to their home.
Fairburn Ings is open 7 
days a week. 
 
Kits £4.50
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Summer Fun Fest
	 	 Casleford Market  

	10am-3pm
	 All ages 

Enjoy free family-friendly 
events taking place 
through the holidays, 
including crazy golf, 
crafts, movies, and more! 
Runs 25 July-29 August 
(Wednesdays 10am-
1pm). 
 
 
FREE

Knight School   
	 	 Pontefract Castle  

	11am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Design your own 
shields, train like 
squires, complete noble 
quests and learn about 
medieval life through 
play!
 
Runs 4-7 August.
 
FREE

and under 18s.



    

HELIOS 
	 	 WX - Wakefield Exchange, until 6 September
Discover Helios this summer and experience a breathtaking, 
larger‑than‑life encounter with the Sun. This six‑metre‑wide 
illuminated sphere reveals the Sun’s surface, offering visitors 
the chance to explore sunspots, filaments and  patterns 
usually hidden from the naked eye. Plus, enjoy a full 
programme of free, family‑friendly, space‑themed activities 
throughout the summer! 
To see more, visit expwake.co/helios

Room on the 
Broom Trail
	 	 Anglers Country Park
	 	Any time
	 	 All ages
Drop in and take part in 
a themed walk based 
on the bestselling 
children’s picture book.
Anglers Country Park 
is open all day, 7 days 
a week.
	
FREE

Gnome Roam 
	 	 Newmillerdam 	
		  Country Park
	 	Any time
	 	 All ages
A bear has scared the 
gnomes! Use signs and 
clues to find them all on 
this simple walking trail.
Newmillerdam Country 
Park is open all day, 7 
days a week.

FREE

Time Travellers: 
Canals & 
Railways
	 	� Castleford Museum

	10am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Make your own model 
boat or train to take on 
adventures!

Also runs 11, 13, 14 
August.

FREE

Pugneys Light 
Railway 
	 	� Pugneys Country 

Park 
	11am-5pm

	 	 All ages
All aboard these mini 
trains as they take a 
loop around the lake 
and back!
Runs every day in the 
summer holidays. 

Tickets £2.50                                   

Guitar Craft
	 	� Normanton Library 

	10am-11am
	 	 All ages
Make your very own 
guitar from recycled 
materials, be as funky, 
bright or beautiful as 
you like!
 
Bookable event, see: 
expwake.co/libraries  
 

FREE

Joe’s Exotic 
Animals 
	 	� Trinity Walk

	12pm and 2pm
	 	 All ages
Get up close with 
some amazing animals, 
including lizards, snakes 
and tortoises!

Runs 25 July, 1, 8, 14, 
22 and 29 August.	
	

FREE

Garden Play
	 	� The Hepworth 	

Wakefield 
	11am-4pm 

	 	 Ages 0-12
Stack, build, draw 
and imagine in the 
Hepworth Garden!

Runs every Saturday, 
Monday and Friday in 
the holidays (except 25 
July).

FREE

Merrie City 
Festival 
	 	� Wakefield City 

Centre
	10am-5pm

	 	 All ages
Celebrate our 
wonderful city with fun 
and games, music and 
entertainment for all 
ages!
Also runs 29-31 August.

FREE

Outdoor Sculpture 
Building  
	 	 Yorkshire Sculpture 
		  Park

	11am-12pm and 
	     2pm-3pm
	 	 Ages 6+
Build sculptures 
inspired by the Park!
Runs every Tuesday in 
the holidays. 
 
Bookable event, see: 
ysp.org.uk 
Tickets £10, under 18s 
FREE

Creative 
Summer Holiday
	 	 West Yorkshire 	
		  History Centre  

	10am-1pm
	 	 All ages
Be inspired by the 
archives. Try paper 
marbling, feather quill 
writing, sculpture 
making and more!
Also runs 6 August.	
	
FREE

Astronaut 
Training Days  
	 	 WX - Wakefield 	
		  Exchange   

	11am-2pm 
	 	 All ages
Take on rocket launches, 
space challenges and 
more!

Runs every Tuesday in the 
holidays.
Bookable event, see: 
wxwakefield.co.uk

Minibeast Safari   
	 	 Fryston Country 
		  Trails  

	12:30pm-2:30pm
	 	 All ages
Join the ranger team 
to go on a minibeast 
hunt, exploring the 
fascinating insect life 
hiding in our meadows.
Bookable event, see: 
expwake.co/safari
 
FREE

Music With 
Grandad Dave 
	 	 Featherstone 		
		  Library  

	1pm-2pm
	 	 All ages
Enjoy poems, stories, 
songs, dance and 
drumming! 
 
Also runs 29 July. 
 
Bookable event, see: 
expwake.co/libraries  

FREE 

Magic Pictures 
	 	 Pontefract Museum 

	10:30am-3pm
	 	 All ages
Discover a world of 
Victorian illusions and 
toys. Learn how to 
make magic pictures of 
your own using images 
from the Picturing 
Pontefract exhibition!
 
 
 
FREE

Saturday 8 August

Saturday 15 August

Saturday 22 August

Sunday 9 August

Sunday 16 August

Sunday 23 August

Monday 10 August

Monday 17 August

Monday 24 August

Tuesday 11 August

Tuesday 18 August

Tuesday 25 August

Wednesday 12 August

Wednesday 19 August

Wednesday 26 August

Thursday 13 August

Thursday 20 August

Thursday 27 August

Friday 14 August

Friday 21 August

Friday 28 August

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 
	 	� Your local library
This year’s Summer Reading Challenge is celebrating the joy 
of music, and the power it has to move, inspire, and connect!
From 4 July, all summer long in Wakefield district libraries, 
pick up a free collector’s card, then all you have to do is read 
six library books over the summer to win prizes!
It’s fun and FREE to take part. 

Contact your local library to find out more!

 
EXPERIENCE WAKEFIELD

		  Want to find even more amazing things to do this 
summer? Head to Experience Wakefield to explore it all! 
There are so many fantastic events and exhibitions all 

summer long, so banish the boredom and have a super 
summer holiday!

ExperienceWakefield.co.uk

Wakefield Mela 
	 	� Thornes Park

	1pm-8pm
	 	 All ages
Drop in for a fun day 
with performances 
including singers and 
dancers, plus food 
stalls, ice cream vans, 
inflatables, rides, 
facepainting, henna, 
crafts and more! 

FREE

Inclusive Sports 
Festival
	 	 Thornes Park 		
		  Stadium

	11am-2pm
	 	 All ages
Try new sports in a fun, 
friendly setting – open 
to all, especially those 
with disabilities or 
neurodiversity.

	
FREE

Summer 
Holidays 
	 	 National Coal		
		  Mining Museum 

	10am-5pm
	 	 All ages
Enjoy a pop-up beach, 
shows, workshops, free 
Paddy Train rides, pony 
feeding and more! 

Runs 18 July-30 August 
(closed Mon-Tue). 
 
£10 per car

Friarwood 
Festival 
	 	 Friarwood Valley	
	     Gardens 

	2pm-8pm
	 	 All ages
Have a great day 
out with local bands, 
delicious food and 
drink, and kids’ 
entertainment.
Bookable event, see: 
expwake.co/
FriarwoodFestival
Ticket prices vary

Nature Quest 
	 	 RSPB Fairburn Ings 

	10am-4pm
	 	 All ages
Choose your character 
- Storyteller, Animal 
Expert or Researcher - 
and embark on exciting 
outdoor missions with 
a hireable nature quest 
backpack.
Fairburn Ings is open 7 
days a week.
Backpacks £6
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Blown Away
	 	� Pugneys Country 

Park
	Any time

	 	 All ages
Drop in to this special 
walking trail: solve the 
puzzles, sail the boat 
and hunt down the 
wind.  
 
Pugneys Country Park 
is open all day, 7 days 
a week.
FREE
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Costa Del 
Nostell
	 	 National Trust Nostell

	11am-5pm
	 	 All ages
Relax at the pop-up 
beach experience, sit 
on deck chairs, or build 
a sandcastle with one 
of the buckets and 
spades!
Runs from 31 July-14 
August.	
	
FREE
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Tickets £3.50
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All information correct at time of printing. Please check ahead before travelling.


