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September 2025 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
RE: Return to school 
 
I have been delighted to welcome all our students back into the academy and I hope you and your families have had 
a restful summer break. For our Year 11 students this is an incredibly important year, in terms of their GCSE 
examinations and ensuring successful outcomes for our students, so they can flourish after school. We kindly thank 
parents in advance for their ongoing support this year. 
 
Attendance 
Excellent attendance and punctuality is our aim for every child. We set an attendance target of 100% as the 
minimum that we expect for all students. 

Year 11 attendance is crucial; data shown below shows students attending 95-100% are significantly more likely to 
achieve good GCSE grades, with near-perfect attendance almost doubling their chance of a Grade 5 in English and 
Maths compared to those with 90-95% attendance.  

 Basics Grade 5+ Basics Grade 4+ English Grade 4 Maths Grade 4 

100% Attendance 66.67% 66.67% 75% 66.67% 

95%+ Attendance 61.95% 75.22% 84.96% 76.11% 

Below 95% Attendance 27.17% 52.17% 61.96% 54.35% 

Below 90% 16.67% 35.42% 41.67% 37.50% 

 

We know that parents and carers are our most vital partners in fostering a positive attitude toward attendance. 
When we work together, we can ensure your child is present for every valuable learning moment, arrives on time, 
and isn't taken out of the school without authorization. 

We carefully monitor each child's attendance, and if an absence is unexplained, we'll reach out to you. If your child's 
attendance dips to a concerning level, please know that we're here to support you. We'll contact you directly to 
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discuss how we can work together to improve attendance and ensure your child gets the most out of their 
education. 

More information regarding our attendance procedures and policy can be found HERE 
 
Enrichment 
Attending our enrichment sessions are an important part of Year 11 life, and there is a full daily timetable, except 
Tuesday, for this from 3pm until 3:40pm.  
 
It is fundamental to your child's success this year that they create good habits and attend every session. Please find  
below a weekly timetable of all the Enrichment sessions that take place weekly within the academy.  
  
I am aware that, at times, students may have commitments after school and I would appreciate students letting  
the academy know, via telephone on 01642 818200 or via email at enquiries@acklam.outwood.com, in advance  
if they cannot attend. In all cases, I would appreciate it if you could try and avoid this happening. 

Year 11 Enrichment 

All Year 11 students are expected to attend enrichment every day 3pm - 3.40pm 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

English Home Learning Science Maths Humanities 
Sports Studies  
Computer Science 
Art/Technology 
Music 
Health and Social Care 

 
Year 11 Events  
We have a number of events that will be taking place during the academic year for our Year 11 students to help 
them prepare for the important year ahead of them. An incredibly important event is coming up this half term, our 
Year 11 Revision Event, on Tuesday 21 October (4:30 - 6:30p.m.). Where additional revision materials and 
resources will be handed out, as well as focusing revision further ready for success in the first set of Mock 
examinations of the year in November. 
 
These dates are detailed below for you and I ask for you to save these dates and look forward to seeing you at our 
events throughout the year.  
 

Date Event 

21-Oct-2025 Year 11 Revision Event 

24-Oct-2025 PD Day 
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27-Oct to 31-Oct-2025 October Half Term 

03-Nov-2025 Students return to the academy 

03-Nov to 14-Nov-2025 Year 11 Mocks 

09-Dec-2026 Year 11 Progress Evening 

22-Dec-2025 to 02-Jan-2026 Christmas holiday 

05-Jan-2026 Student return to the academy 

14-Jan-2026 Year 9 - 11 College Fair 

19-Jan to 23-Jan-2026 Year 11 MFL Speaking Mocks 

27-Jan-2025 Year 11 100 Days and Counting Event 

23-Feb to 27 Feb 2026 February Half Term 

02-Mar-2026 Students return to the academy 

03-Apr-2026 Good Friday  

06-Apr to 18-Apr-2026 Easter holiday 

20-Apr-2026 Students return to the academy 

27-Apr to 08-May-2026 Year 11 MFL Speaking GCSE examinations 

07-May-2026 Year 11 GCSE examinations begin 

25-May to 29-May-2026 May Half Term 

01-Jun-2026 Students return to the academy 

18-Jun-2026 Year 11 PROM 
 
 
Passport to Prom 
Prom is an opportunity to celebrate the journey our students have made with us over their five years but also as a 
reward for the difficult task of navigating Y11 and exams. I hope to see as many Y11’s join us for prom next year and as 
such we will be issuing a ‘Passport to Prom’ to all Y11 students shortly.  Passport to Prom supports attendance, praise 
and attainment to keep their journey through Y11 as focused and as positive as possible.  
 
Uniform  
The Academy has provided students with their first full uniform bundle, however, parents may wish to order 
additional items, or replace items as the year progresses.  If there are any issues you require support with in 
ensuring your child is fully equipped for school please liaise with academy staff. However, should you need further 
support financially please follow the link to our hardship policy application, which can be found HERE. Should there 
be any queries regarding our uniform policy please follow the link to policy which can be found HERE. 
 
To support families with uniform costs, only ties and blazers need to be purchased directly from Trutex. Other 
items can be non branded and purchased from local supermarket stores, as long as they meet our uniform 
expectations which can be found HERE. 

 

https://academy-sites-files.outwood.com/customisedpolicy/2059/file/6e35edc1a68a025bd242387453a42247.pdf
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https://academy-sites-files.outwood.com/document/777/file/4a34828be0e01dfa01cce590306dfc49.pdf


 

 
Become a parent governor  
Outwood Acklam are looking for Governors to join our Academy Council.  This is a volunteer role and Governors 
of the Academy Council have a key role to play in advising on many aspects of our Academy including community 
links, safeguarding, quality of education and much more.  
 
You can find more information around the role of a governor HERE 
 
To register your interest please contact Mrs Galloway via email at r.galloway@acklam.outwood.com 
 
  
Thank you in advance for your continuing support of all we do as an academy in our pursuit of supporting all our 
students to be the best they can be. 
 
Yours Sincerely  

 
Mr Palmer  
Head of School 
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