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Reflecting on a Wonderful Year

As another fantastic academic year comes to a close, | want to take a moment to reflect on

everything we have achieved together before we break up for the summer. It has been a year filled

with hard work, community spirit, and countless memorable experiences for our children.

We hope you all have a wonderful, restful summer break enjoying quality time with your families.

Before we sign off for the holidays, here is a look back at some of the best bits of our year!

Year Group Highlights

Nursery: One of the standout moments this year was the visit from Lion Learners. The
children were absolutely fearless, even holding creatures like tarantulas! Another highlight
was the performing arts workshop, where it was wonderful to see the children's
confidence bloom.

Reception: The teachers and children thoroughly enjoyed the big picnic—it was lovely
to bring our families together. The talent show was another huge success. Who knew we
had so many gifted singers, dancers, scientists, and hula hoopers, to name just a few!
Year |: The most memorable experience in Year | was certainly Victorian Day. The
children relished the opportunity to step back in time and live a day as a Victorian school
child. Many of them also loved the hands-on experience of making their very own carrot
soup.

Year 2: Year 2 has done an incredible job raising money for charities this year, including
a huge £205 for St Catherine’s Food Bank. The "One Big Workout" project saw fantastic

parental participation, making it an experience the children will remember for a long time.
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e Year 3: The children and staff loved the sewing project as part of their diploma. Seeing
different generations come together to work on a shared craft was truly special. The
children were also incredibly excited about cooking Italian food this summer term—I
could smell the pizzas all the way from my office, and they looked delicious!

e Year 4: Through their Ancient Greek unit, the children had the opportunity to explore
historical artefacts and taste Greek foods (though the olives certainly received mixed
reviews!). They also loved immersing themselves in role-play, becoming Vikings for the
day at Murton Park. Miss Hand and Mrs Walker were incredibly impressed with their
enthusiasm and teamwork.

e Year 5: The "Camping Under the Stars" event was a huge success and fantastic
preparation for next year’s Year 6 residential. The children loved the challenge of our
very own Lofthouse Bush Tucker Trial, eating bugs by the campfire! Winning the PE Pro
competition was another major highlight; the event required the children to really dig
deep as they completed each rigorous fitness challenge.

e Year 6: A huge well done to Year 6 on a fantastic final year! There have been so many
memorable highlights for our oldest children, from the excitement of the residential trip
to the impressive displays of endurance at the triathlon, to name just a few. We also want
to say a massive thank you to the parents and the PTFA for your incredible support with
the £1 Challenge to fundraise for the leavers' disco. The children's efforts were truly
phenomenal, raising an astounding £3,247! We wish all our Year 6 leavers the absolute

best of luck as they move on to secondary school.

Mrs Cadman’s Highlights

While choosing highlights is never an easy task, a few exceptional moments have truly stood out for

me this year:

e The Careers Fair: This event was a fantastic example of what can be achieved when
our community pulls together. The children thoroughly enjoyed the day, learning about
the wider working world and taking the time to "think big" about what their own futures
might look like. | would like to extend my heartfelt thanks once again to the parents,
carers, and friends of the school who generously gave up their free time to speak with
and inspire our pupils.

o Diwali Celebrations: Our after-school Diwali celebrations marked the start of great
things to come here at Lofthouse Gate. It was a beautiful occasion that saw people of all

faiths and backgrounds coming together to celebrate and learn from one another. Events



like this are at the very heart of our community; they brilliantly embody core British values
such as mutual respect and tolerance, while reminding us of the strength and joy found in
our diverse school family.

e The "Out There" Project & Three Peaks Challenge: | have been blown away by
the incredible effort our families and community have put into the "Out There" project
this year. On a personal note, the Three Peaks Challenge—undertaken by eight members
of staff, including myself—was incredibly physically demanding! However, it was entirely
worth it, as together our staff team managed to raise a whopping £1,758.75. Thank you

to everyone who supported us.

Staff Farewells

Today, we are saying a fond farewell to Mrs Holmes, Miss Bibi, and Mrs Earnshaw. We are
incredibly grateful for their dedication, hard work, and the unwavering care they have shown our
children during their time with us. They will be greatly missed by staff and pupils alike, and we wish

them the absolute best of luck in their next adventures.
Safeguarding & Support Over the Summer
School is now closed for the summer break. We have a dedicated safeguarding inbox that will be

monitored sporadically by school leaders over the holidays:

safeguarding@lofthousegate.outwood.com

Please remember: If you have an immediate concern about the safety or welfare of a child, you

should share this directly with Social Care or the Police.

Online Safety for the Holidays

With children having more free time over the summer, online safety remains a huge focus. Here are

some useful resources and articles to help you navigate screen time and gaming over the break:

o Article: [Why turning off screens is so hard for children — and four tijps to make it easier]

- Why turning off screens is so hard for children — and four tips to make it easier A great

read on the psychology of screen time and practical ways to manage transitions.
e AskAboutGames: This is an incredibly useful resource offering advice and guidance

regarding children and video games. They have recently released two excellent new tools:


mailto:safeguarding@lofthousegate.outwood.com
https://theconversation.com/why-turning-off-screens-is-so-hard-for-children-and-four-tips-to-make-it-easier-284996?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Why%20kids%20scream%20when%20you%20take%20their%20screens%20-%203845339235&utm_content=Why%20kids%20scream%20when%20you%20take%20their%20screens%20-%203845339235+CID_110149b77917021458540d9149d8907c&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=Why%20turning%20off%20screens%20is%20so%20hard%20for%20children%20%20and%20four%20tips%20to%20make%20it%20easier

o The Power-Up Pact: A template for starting positive conversations around safe

gameplay, helping video games fit healthily into family life.

The Power Up Pact

o Conversation Guide: A tool to help parents keep the dialogue going by asking
the right questions about the apps, websites, and online spaces children use every
day.

Conversation guide

Have a safe, happy, and healthy summer break. We look forward to welcoming you back in

September!
Kind regards,

Mrs Emma Cadman


https://askaboutgames.com/get-started/download-the-power-up-pact
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