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Assessment Overview
Paper 1 - 80 marks, non calculator (1 hour 30 mins) 
Paper 2 - 80 marks, calculator allowed (1 hour 30 mins) 
Paper 3 - 80 marks, calculator allowed (1 hour 30 mins) 
Higher paper grades 4 to 9, Foundation paper grades 1 to 5
First full set of papers is July 2026, 2 mocks in November and March, Final Exams May and June 2027

Maths Homework
Set every Friday due the following Friday.
Online at drfrost.org, exam style questions on topics previously covered.
Homework support Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 2:30 to 3:30
Revision website
https://revision.maths.outwood.com

Edexcel Maths 

http://drfrost.org


AQA GCSE Combined Science (8464)
AQA GCSE Combined Science is a linear qualification (all examinations are sat at the end of the course). The content covered in this qualification encompasses fundamental 
concepts of biology, chemistry and physics. This qualification is equivalent to two GCSEs and students will receive two certificate grades. 
There are six exam papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.
Each exam paper is: 
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
• 70 marks
• 16.7% of GCSE
• Includes multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, open response. 
• Sat at Foundation tier (accessible to grades 1-5) or Higher tier (accessible to grades 4-9). 

Subject Content (Knowledge)
Biology Paper 1 Chemistry Paper 1 Physics Paper 1

Biology topics 1–4: Cell Biology; 
Organisation; Infection and response; and 

Bioenergetics

Chemistry topics 1-5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, 
and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and 

Energy changes.

Physics topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; 
Particle model of matter; and Atomic 

structure.
Biology Paper 2 Chemistry Paper 2 Physics Paper 2

Biology topics 5–7: Homeostasis and 
response; Inheritance, variation and 

evolution; and Ecology.

Chemistry topics 6-10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic 
chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources.

Physics topics 5-7: Forces; Waves; and 
Magnetism and electromagnetism

Working Scientifically (Skill)
Development of Scientific 

Thinking Experimental Skills and Strategies Analysis and Evaluation Scientific vocabulary, quantities, units, symbols and 
nomenclature

Other Important Information

Use of Calculators Students are permitted to use a scientific calculator in all their science exams. This is, therefore, an essential tool in science 
lessons and should be brought to every lesson.

Use of the Equation 
Sheet

Students are provided with all the equations they will be required to use in Physics – there is no longer a need to learn the Physics 
equations. NB: There are mathematical relationships in Biology and Chemistry students are expected to be able to recall. 

Small Group 
Interventions

We are fortunate to have the opportunity to provide some students with small group intervention to support their learning. This is 
bespoke intervention with a subject expert. 

Important Contacts Mrs H Sanderson – Head of Science
Mr J Osborne – Second in Science, Associate Assistant Principal



3 exams - 1 hour 30 minutes

Geography 

Paper 1 – Physical 
Geography  
35% of final grade

• The challenge of natural 
hazards 

• The living world
• Physical landscapes in the 

UK

Paper 2 – Human 
Geography
35% of final grade

• Urban issues and 
challenges

• The changing economic 
world

• The challenge of Resource 
Management

Paper 3 – Geographical 
applications
30% of final grade

• Issues evaluation including 
a pre- release booklet 
(April)

• Questions about the 
fieldwork students have 
carried out.

• Geographical skills – 
graphs, maps and statistics

Geography after school support every Friday in room 108
geography.outwood.com has everything students need to revise at home

Help at home by 
practicing key 
words and quiz 

questions 
regularly (these 
are available on 

the revision 
website).

http://geography.outwood.com


3 exams 
History

Paper 1 – Medicine in 
Britain c1250-present

1 hour 20 mins
30% of final grade

Thematic study: 
Development of medicine up to 
today.

Historic environment: British 
sector of The Western Front, 
1914-18

Paper 2 – Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558-1588 & The 
American West, 1835-1895

1 hour 50 minutes
40% of final grade

Period study and British 
depth study.
• Section A: The American 

West
• Section B: Elizabethan 

England

Paper 3 – Weimar & Nazi 
Germany, 1918 - 1939

1 hour 30 mins
30% of final grade

Modern depth study

• Source based paper

History after school support every Friday in room 104

history.outwood.com has everything students need to revise at home

Help at home by 
practicing key 
words and quiz 

questions 
regularly (these 
are available on 

the revision 
website).



Course content

This course is based around 6 

broad themes: which will be 

tested across the four different 

skills. 

1. My personal world

2. Lifestyle and wellbeing

3. My neighbourhood

4. Media and technology

5. Studying and my future

6. Travel and tourism

MFL GCSE Edexcel
 

Examinations
Each paper is worth 25% of the 
overall grade
Paper 1 - Speaking:

● Read aloud & questions
● Role play
● Picture task & questions
● Broader conversation

Paper 2 - Listening:
● Section A - comprehension
● Section B - dictation

Paper 3 - Reading:
● Section A - comprehension
● Section B - translation into 

English
Paper 4 - Writing:

● Picture task/ 40-50 words (F only)
● Translation
● 80-90 words
● 130-150 words (H only)

Homework
The new specification for MFL has pledged to 
use only vocabulary from the specification lists 
within the GCSE examinations (1250 words 
Foundation) (1750 words Higher). Vocabulary 
learning is therefore essential for students to be 
successful in their MFL GCSE. 

Resources to support students:
● Weekly vocabulary learning homework 
● Languagenut - educational site to revise 

and practice vocabulary. 
● Sentence builders with key vocabulary
● Vocabulary booklets for each topic which 

students have access to revise.
● Students will also be have access to 

revision guides.

If you have any queries, 
please contact 
Miss Bell - Head of MFL 



Course Description:

You will learn about the different hardware 
and software components that make up a 
computer system and how they work, both 
physically and logically. You will also learn 
about how computers represent different 
types of data, such as text, sound and images. 

The subject also has a strong practical 
dimension, as you will not only learn about 
how a computer system can be programmed 
to achieve different objectives, but also begin 
to write your own computer programs using 
Python—a powerful, modern-day, high-level 
programming language which is behind some 
of the world’s most popular web 
applications including Google, Instagram, 
Uber, Netflix and Spotify.

Assessment:
Component 1: Computer Systems- 1 
hour 30 minutes written examination taken 
at the end of Y11 (worth 50% of the GCSE). 

● Systems architecture
● Memory and storage
● Computer networks, connections & 

protocols
● Network security
● Systems software
● Ethical, legal, cultural & environmental 

impacts of digital technology. 

Component 2: Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming- 1 hour 30 
minutes written examination taken at the end 
of Y11 (worth 50% of the GCSE).

● Algorithms
● Programming fundamentals
● Producing robust programs
● Boolean logic
● Programming language and Integrated 

Development Environments.

General Comments:
Computer Science is a modern, 
fascinating subject. The world depends 
on computers. In this GCSE you will 
learn about how computers work, the 
networks they use and how 
programming can create solutions to 
everyday problems and future 
challenges.

Future Prospects/Career Options
GCSE Computer Science is a highly 
respected qualification and a very 
useful one. Anyone looking to go into 
stem subjects (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) at university 
will no doubt be using programming 
daily. Anyone wanting to go into areas 
like game development, web design, or 
any other technical job will also find 
the knowledge gained indispensable.

Computer Science J277 OCR



GCSE Business – EDEXCEL exam board
2 written Formal Exams – no coursework (1.45hrs each).

Homework set regularly on SENECA to be completed at home (please ask to see if your son/daughter is up 
to date with their SENECA homework).

Revision resources including, revision PPTs, electronic self-marking tests, revision sheets, calculation 
practice sheets & knowledge organisers can all be found on the student’s Google classroom.

Useful Revision websites: Tutor2U, BBC bitesize.

There is a Valley GCSE Business website that we have created to help with revision: 
https://sites.google.com/valley.outwood.com/gcsebusiness/home

We have enrichment on Wednesday after school in room 221, but we are gearing it at the moment more for 
Y11 preparing them for their exams. 

https://sites.google.com/valley.outwood.com/gcsebusiness/home


BTEC Construction and the Built Environment
Year 10 Year 11

Throughout year-Component 1
Construction Technology
Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the centre 
and moderated by Pearson. December/January and May/June from 
2023 onwards The Pearson-set Assignment will be completed in 
approximately 2 hours of monitored preparation and 6 hours of 
supervised assessment. 60 marks. 

Component 3 submission
Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the 
centre and moderated by Pearson. December/January and 
May/June from 2023 onwards The Pearson-set Assignment will be 
completed in approximately 2 hours of monitored preparation and 
6 hours of supervised assessment. 60 marks. 

Component 2
Building practical skills in preparation for assessment
Construction in Practice
Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the centre 
and moderated by Pearson. The Pearson-set Assignment will be 
completed in approximately 8 hours of supervised assessment. 60 
marks. 
Completed during Jan/Feb 2026

Component 1
Revision session in preparation for external exam in 
January 2027
Construction Technology



WJEC Hospitality and Catering
Year 10 Year 11

Unit 1- In this unit learners will gain a comprehensive 
knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and catering 
industry including provision, health and safety, and food 
safety.  Formal exam at the end of Yr 11.

80 marks

Unit 2 submission
Plan & prepare a range of dishes.
Hospitality and catering in action
Controlled assessment: approximately 12 hours 60% of 
qualification. 120 marks 
An assignment brief will be provided by WJEC which will 
include a scenario and several tasks available via the 
WJEC Secure Website. 

Unit 2
Develop practical skill each week to alo students to access 
high marks in the practical exam.
In this unit learners will gain knowledge and understanding 
of the importance of nutrition and how to plan nutritious 
menus. They will learn the skills needed to prepare, cook 
and present dishes. They will also learn how to review their 
work effectively.  

Component 1
Revision session in preparation for external exam 
in Summer 2027
Covering topics
1.1 Hospitality and catering provision 1.2 How hospitality 
and catering providers operate 1.3 Health and safety in 
hospitality and catering 1.4 Food safety in hospitality and 
catering. 



OCR Engineering Manufacture
Year 10 Year 11
Throughout year - R015 Unit

Manufacturing a One off project
Non-exam internal assessment set by OCR, marked by the centre and 
moderated by OCR. Sept-Dec students manufacture a junior hacksaw and 
then complete the  write up as a mock assignment. Jan - May students 
complete the OCR assignment by manufacturing their product followed by 
all students creating a portfolio of evidence, including planning, risk 
assessment, evidence of measuring and marking out and the safe use of 
hand-held and manual machining tools for tasks like drilling, operating a Lathe 
and milling. Assessment is through a Non-Examined Assessment (NEA). 

R016 Unit submission

Manufacturing in quantity
Non-exam internal assessment set by OCR, marked by the centre and 
moderated by OCR.
From September to December students complete the assessment by 
focussing on the processes and skills required for large-scale production. 
Involves using CAD/CAM software to design and program for 
computer-controlled machinery like laser cutters and 3D printers. 
Students will also learn about manufacturing templates and implementing 
quality control procedures for high-volume production.  

R016 Unit preparation
Manufacturing in quantity - CAD Programme Exploration
May - July to prepare students for their year 11 assignment, they will explore and learn how to 
effectively use industry-standard CAD programmes, specifically Techsoft 2D Design and 
Autodesk Inventor.
Techsoft 2D Design: This programme will primarily be used for 2D drafting and creating 
accurate orthographic views and associated technical details.

Autodesk Inventor: Students will use this software to develop 3D models and generate 
full 3D representations based on the technical specifications.

RO16 Exam preparation
Revision session in preparation for external exam in Summer 2027
The Principles of Engineering Manufacture (Exam)
An externally assessed exam covering the core theoretical knowledge of the course. 
Covers fundamental principles, including engineering materials (e.g., metals, polymers, 
composites), manufacturing requirements, and the impact of scale (one-off, batch, mass 
production). 
Also covers developments in engineering manufacture, such as lean manufacturing and 
the effect of globalization. 
Assessment includes a mix of multiple-choice and short/complex answer questions.



AQA GCSE Fine Art
Coursework: Component 1 (60%)
Deadline: Friday 18th December 2026
In lessons and as homework, students are developing 
their personal response to the themes ‘Identity’ and 
‘Natural Forms’. There is a focus on refining and 
completing all outcomes developed so far. 
All students have personalised targets written 
throughout their sketchbook and assessment book to 
be responding to in lesson and as homework. 

Exam: Component 2 (40%)
Final deadline Friday 21st May 2027
Students get access their exam paper the first lesson 
back in January 2027 in which they will choose a theme 
to respond to practically. Students will need to research, 
analyse, experiment and refine in response to their 
chosen theme to general a personal outcome. 

Intervention:

1-1 session 

To get personalised and specific targets, students will be scheduled a 
1-1 session, after school on either Wednesday or Friday. 

Drop in session

There are also drop in intervention sessions in room 229 on  
Wednesday or Friday 2.30-3.30 with Mrs Ward. Attendance to these 
intervention sessions is monitored. 

Mock exam:

Students will have the opportunity to complete 2 full days participating 
in an art Mock Exam. This will be an opportunity for students to 
practice working for an extended period of time on their Component 
1 in examination conditions.
Dates TBC 

Trips

There will be a gallery visit to Liverpool in December, a letter will be 
available shortly.



AQA GCSE Photography
Coursework: Component 1 (60%)
Deadline: Friday 18th December 2026
In lessons and as homework (minimum of 2 hours a week), students are 
developing their personal response to the following themes:

- Still Life
- Gates of Hell
- Black and White
- Identity
- Colour

There is a focus on refining and completing all outcomes developed so far. All 
students have personalised targets written throughout their upload points on 
Google Classroom to be responding to in lesson and as homework. All work 
set and lesson slides are accessible via Google Classroom.
Exam: Component 2 (40%)
Final deadline Friday 21st May 2027
Students get access their exam paper the first lesson back in January 
2027 in which they will choose a theme to respond to practically. 
Students will need to research, analyse, experiment and refine in 
response to their chosen theme to general a personal outcome. 

Intervention:

1-1 session 

To get personalised and specific targets, some students 
have been scheduled a 1-1 session, after school on either 
Monday,  Wednesday or Thursday.

Drop in session

There are also drop in intervention sessions in room 226 
on Monday, Wednesday or Thursday. Attendance to these 
intervention sessions is monitored. 

Mock exam:

Students will have the opportunity to complete 2 full days 
participating in a Mock Exam. This will be an opportunity 
for students to practice working for an extended period of 
time on their Component 1 in examination conditions.

Dates TBC 

Trips

There will be a gallery visit to Liverpool in December, a 
letter will be available shortly.







BTEC Tech Award in 
Dance

Intervention:

Drop in sessions

Bi-weekly sessions with students to support them with written work. 
This will be held on a Friday. This will start in JANUARY when they 
begin their component 2 coursework. 

Contacting me

The students know they are always able to contact me via email 
should they need support with independent learning. 

Mock exam (Dates TBC):

Students will have the opportunity to complete a full day Mock Exam. 
This will be to prepare them for their examination component. 

Exploring the performing Arts: 30% of the course

This is the only component that students will complete this 
academic year. 

There will be coursework that students will need to complete in 
order to fulfil the requirements of the brief. They will need to 
work on this in addition to the classroom either independently at 
home or attending a bi-weekly intervention. 

Information
A letter was sent home regarding dance kit. It is not compulsory that students where 
personalised dance uniform however there has been the opportunity to purchase this via the 
school shop. The first order has now closed but another opportunity will open towards the 
end of the year. 

The London residential trip is open to all CPA students and in addition to this there will be 
other theatre trips available to them.



GCSE Drama 
Intervention:
Intervention:
Drop in sessions
A weekly session with students to support them with either written or 
practical work. This will be held on a Monday after Christmas and 
students will know where they will need to meet me. 

Contacting me
The students know they are always able to contact me via email should 
they need support with independent learning. 

Mock exam (Dates TBC):
Students will have the opportunity to complete a full day Mock 
Exam. This will be to prepare them for their play and performance 
component. 

Devising: 30% of the course
This is the first component the students will study, and we aim to 
complete this by June 2026 where parents will be able to watch a 
performance that the students have created themselves from a given 
stimuli. Students need to write a detailed portfolio on how they 
created their performance. Their written work is worth more than 
the practical, so more emphasis during intervention will be placed on 
this. 

Play and Performance: 30% of the course 
Students will perform two extracts from the play to an audience and a 
visiting examiner. They will also complete a piece of written work that 
will evidence their understanding of the play and theatrical 
interpretations they have made. 

Exam: 40% of the course
Date: May 2027
Students will sit a final exam which will test their knowledge on Blood 
Brothers and also a Live Theatre performance. This is going to be 
‘Things I know to be True’ by Frantic Assembly. They will have access 
to a copy of this and we strongly advise that they watch this once the 
performance has been shared.

Information

The London residential trip is 
open to all CPA students and 
in addition to this there will 
be other theatre trips 
available to them.


