
OUTLOOKOUTLOOK
Jul 2024Jul 2024

THE NEWS MAGAZINE OF OUTWOOD ACADEMY DANUMTHE NEWS MAGAZINE OF OUTWOOD ACADEMY DANUM



Scan me, give feedback and your
child will be entered into a draw

for a free cookie or drink!

What a year! There is so much to celebrate this year, but let's start with some great achievements celebrating the
talent and hard work of our pupils and staff who work so hard in and out of the classroom to inspire and support our
children. Jonathan Qamo has become the Outwood Instrumentalist of the year beating strong competition from the
rest of the trust. We also have Ioana Gongeanu who is shortlisted to be the Outwood artist of the year. We've had a
good completion rate for the Duke of Edinburgh scheme, and look like we are on track to achieve school awards in
mental health, inclusion, sports and climate work, with careers to follow in the near future. 
We also were so proud to share with you our wonderful OFSTED report that commended how we give pupils 'the
best possible start in life' by a thoroughly planned curriculum. As every organisation, we know that we still have lots
that we still want to improve, but we celebrate the fact that the school is going in the right direction as an 'inclusive
school' that thoroughly cares about our pupils. I hope you look forward to reading about the care, love and attention
the pupils receive as a celebration not only of their hard work, but also the nurture and care of our staff.

Dear Families,

Mrs Crane



For the full report, please visit:
https://www.danum.outwood.com/posts/9300

Report
Ofsted

What is it like to attend this school?
This is an inclusive school which prepares pupils

to be responsible citizens. Pupils of every
background are provided with the opportunities
they need to be successful. The school provides

a range of specialist support for pupils with
additional needs, including those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

Most pupils have positive relationships with their
teachers and value their lessons. They learn and

remember new information and are successful in
assessments and examinations. Sixth-form

students are positive about their experience and
feel well prepared for their future careers.

Pupils routinely behave well in lessons and
around the school site. Some pupils do not

attend regularly enough, and some pupils are
suspended frequently. These pupils miss valuable

learning. 

Pupils enjoy a range of opportunities that
develop their character and widen their life
experience. Pupils take part in the Duke of

Edinburgh’s Award, and a range of clubs such as
basketball, oil painting, debating and journalism. A
‘climate change crew’ has influenced changes to
school policies to improve sustainability. Sixth-

form students actively lead initiatives through the
school parliament and mentor younger pupils.

Pupils feel safe at the school. They are taught
about the dangers of online grooming and knife
crime. Bullying is not frequent and is dealt with if

it occurs.



Our Y11 students looked fabulous attending our Prom night at The Earl of Doncaster on
Wednesday 26th June. From arrival vehicles, to awards, feasting and dancing, students

celebrated five years of hard work with a well deserved party!

 



To celebrate the end of exams, our Year 11's were treated to a leavers’ video from
staff, the famous Danum shirt signing and, of course, ice cream! We wish you the best

for the future - do well!



KS3
This term, Year 7-9 students have

been participating in a range of
summer sports including tennis,

athletics, cricket, rounders and softball.
In Year 7, students have been

correcting misconceptions, building on
the fundamental skills learnt at primary
school and trying out new sports and

athletics events such as javelin and
discus. In Year 8, students have
continued to develop their core

technique in these sports and have
started to consider tactics and

strategies to apply in performance
environments. In Year 9, students
have learnt about more advanced
skills, refined their technique using
finer details and developed their
understanding of the rules in the

sports that they have studied.

KS4
In core Key Stage 4 PE lessons, students have been participating in
tennis, cricket, rounders and softball. Students have been learning

more detailed rules of each game so that they have the knowledge
to continue to play when they leave school. 

In Year 10 Sport Studies, students have started the ‘Performance
and Leadership in Sports Activities’ unit. They have been

participating in basketball, football and table tennis coaching
sessions and games to demonstrate their skills for assessment.
Those students who participate in sport outside of school have
been collecting video evidence of their performances to use for

their qualification as well.
In addition to this, students have analysed their own performance

in a particular sport. They have had to plan drills and develop a
training programme to improve their own performance. Towards
the end of the term, students have started to work on their own

leadership skills in preparation for delivering their own sports
sessions to their peers.

Leadership
On Thursday 9th May, our sports
leaders travelled to Sprotbrough

Cricket club to lead and umpire the
primary school Dynamo Cricket

tournament. For many of our sports
leaders this was the first event they
have had to lead on, so this was a

perfect opportunity for our leaders to
continue developing key skills such as
their communication, leadership and
planning. One of the highlights of the
day had to be the excellent feedback

from the primary teachers, praising how
fantastic our sports leaders were. Well

done to all of our sports leaders! 

Physical Education



Rounders
The Year 9 rounders team have displayed great

sportsmanship and improvement during the season. They
started with their tournament at Hall Cross Academy and

while they did not secure a place in the finals, they
demonstrated excellent teamwork which improved with

every game. Other fixtures included a draw against
Armthorpe, away. A win against Armthorpe at home and

a win against Hall Cross. An extra well done goes to
Bethan W and Adrians I who were identified as the player

of the match in a number of games this season.
Our Year 7 and 8 Rounders team have been working

hard in enrichment and have displayed a great team ethic
during their games. They won against Trinity, away and
lost to Armthorpe away but in their last game against

Armthorpe at home, they won 11-10 which was a great
way to end the season.

Their commitment has been fantastic and we are really
proud of each and every student.

Sports Leaders
On Thursday 9th May, our sports leaders travelled to

Sprotbrough Cricket club to lead and umpire the primary
school Dynamo Cricket tournament. For many of our
sports leaders this was the first event they have had to

lead on, so this was a perfect opportunity for our leaders
to continue developing key skills such as their

communication, leadership and planning. One of the
highlights of the day had to be the excellent feedback
from the primary teachers, praising how fantastic our
sports leaders were. Well done to all of our sports

leaders! 

Sports Day
On the 26th June, almost 250 students descended on the
Eco Power Athletics Stadium for Sports Day. All students
competed in at least one run, throw and jump throughout
the day to earn points for their continent. Despite the red
hot temperatures, the students went all out in their events
showing outstanding determination and resilience. One of

the highlights of the day had to be the obstacle course
where students were given the opportunity to take on

their teachers in a gauntlet and dodge the super soakers! 

There were some impressive performances throughout
the day and staff identified the following winners for the

best athletic performances from each year group:
Year 7: Riley C and Aleesa B
Year 8: Shawn B and Anya C

Year 9: Jamal A and Tilly L
Year 10: Justin A and Sophie D 

A special mention must go to Aleesa B in Year 7 and Jamal
A in Year 9 for being awarded the accolade of ‘Best

Athletic Performers’ of the entire day. 

The final positions for the continent competition were as
follows:

1st: Africa - 871 points
2nd: Europe - 805 points

3rd: Asia - 682 points
4th: Americas - 553 points

It was also by the staff at the stadium just how polite and
respectful our students were which made us all very

proud. Well done to everyone who took part. See you all
again next year!

PE Enrichment



Students in all year groups have been working towards their end of year assessments. Our Y10 students have
done a full mock examination run through in maths. This is to help our students prepare for their GCSE

examinations and to be very familiar with the process and expectations so that for their real exams in less than a
years time they will know exactly what to expect and only have to concentrate on their subject knowledge rather

than worrying about how it will feel to be in the exam hall and go through an examination window. 

Maths



This term in the Science department the year 11 students and staff
have been working hard to prepare for 6 life changing science exams.
This culminated with physics paper 2 and as part of this we staged the
“Big Phat Physics Quiz of the Year”. Mr Winkley was the host with the

most, posing the questions and other challenges. The students
responded very well and showcased excellent knowledge as well as

some meta-cognition during the “rebus” round. The eventual winners
were a team called “Slurry, sludge and Effluent” - they really flushed

out the competition!

Elsewhere in the science department, Mr
Pepper has been demonstrating the
explosive power of combustion and

studying the physics of projectiles with year
8. In an attempt to become Outwood

Academy Danum’s answer to Rambo he has
been seen firing tennis balls across the field
with his “Tennis Ball Bazooka”. The students
enjoyed the pyrotechnic display and made

excellent progress in their learning. 

Science

Mr Fletcher and Mr Archer accompanied a lucky group of KS3 students to the Williams F1 factory in Oxford. The day
was designed to enhance, encourage and inform a student’s desire to work in STEM or spark one in those who may have

never considered a career in this field. The day promises to be full of fun and education with students even being
allowed to use state-of-the-art race simulators! 

Miss Salmon and the community club have been very busy this
half term. Each week the students enjoy a range of activities
including painting, making slime, board games, air dry clay,

planting seeds, karaoke, dancing and much more. One student
who attends says, “I come to community club because it feels
good, I don’t know everyone in the club but when I am here,
they are all my friends and we have so much fun together.”
Another says, “ Everyone is welcome and we get to choose
what we want to do, the activities are always fun and I love

having extra time with my friends before the weekend.” Miss
Salmon is very proud of the students who attend, they have

grown in confidence and social skills. Students have adopted a
sense of belonging and pride in the club and we are excited to
welcome more students into the club in September, to make

friends, have fun and grow in our fantastic Danum community.



KS3
Year 7. This half term we have stepped back in time to the
ice age! We have explored glaciers, learnt how to build an
igloo and became detectives to find out more about the

body in the ice!  
Year 8 have been exploring the Middle East this half term

looking at the human and physical features, the development
of the country and why it has the most billionaires!

Year 9 are finishing the last half term looking at whether
tourism is a blessing or a cure. Students have been virtually

venturing to popular holiday destinations looking at the
positive and negative impact of tourism and thinking about

their dream summer holiday!

Trips
It’s fieldwork season! Year 10 are out and about in

Sheffield and Hornsea this half term looking at
housing inequalities in Sheffield and longshore drift

in Hornsea!

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh students are completing
their final expedition in the Peak District this month!
Congratulations to all the students so far for their

hard work with their physical, skills and volunteering
sections!

KS4
Year 10 have worked really hard towards their mocks this half
term completing 2 papers on physical and human geography.

They are now out and about on two fieldwork trips to Sheffield
and Hornsea, putting their learning into practice! Oh, I do like to

be beside the seaside! 

Geography

KS3 and KS4 revision resources and games:
geography.outwood.com



In Year Seven, students are currently looking at the sixteenth century witch
trials. History

In Year Eight, students have been learning about the Chernobyl disaster and
its impact on the Soviet Union. 

In Year Nine, students have been learning about crime and punishment
over time. 

In Year Ten, students are currently learning about the Weimar Republic in
Germany and the rise of the Nazis. 

As ever it has been a great year of trips for Team History and Beamish will cap the year off. Look out for some new
destinations next year! 



Year 7
This term, year 7 students have
been going over the top learning
about the genre of melodrama.

They have played characters of the
hero, damsel, fool, villain and old

Wise as they have performed
scripted work and created their own
melodramatic pieces with themes of
love and death! Students have also

undertaken the topic of
improvisation, developing their

skillset in spontaneity to make up
work without planning or extensive

rehearsal.

Year 8
Year 8 pupils have been devising

from stimulus using some thought-
provoking material from the Black
Lives Matter movement and the

death of George Floyd back in 2020.
Students have been using

documentary footage, placards and
song lyrics to help them structure

the work. After learning the skills for
devising, students have then had to

respond to a different stimulus
every week to prepare a

performance. 

Year 9
In preparation for GCSE, year 9 have
been learning how to stage a scene.

This has taught them how to think like
a director as well as lifting the script

of the page and onto the stage.
Students have grappled with key

terminology around staging and had
to consider some of the theatrecraft
beyond performing. Following this,
students have studied the genre of
Physical Theatre where they have

learnt to lift, trust, use movement to
tell a story and even how to fly!

Enrichment & Trips
After our amazing performance of Aladdin, students have had more of an opportunity to create their own pieces of

performance in drama club. There is a core group of around 20 students who have attended every week! There have
been lots of drama games also played where they are developing confidence, team work and focus. In musical theatre

group we have been having fun learning some musical theatre routines and singing lots! 

This half term we got to take a year 10 student to the final of the speakers trust Yorkshire event, where she performed a
speech on “family” we also got to take two exceptionally talented year nine students from our musical theatre enrichment
to perform at the carriage works in Leeds. We are proud of all three of the students and their fellow students that came

to support. 

Year 10
Year 10 have successfully completed their unit 2

devised performance with some excellent grades, a
third of the way through their GCSE, they have now
started their unit 1 which is a scripted performance,

they have explored some popular plays including
Shakers, Bouncers, I love you mum I promise I won’t

die, and Physcosis 4.48. 

Drama & Performing Arts



Year 7
Our Year 7s have completed their last
units in both French and Spanish. For
the French they covered the topic of

family where they did a piece of quality
writing to show their progress. This was

followed by the school topic for
Spanish.

Year 8
Year 8 have completed a unit about
celebrations in French and Spanish

speaking countries talking about such
events as la Tomatina (Tomato

festival), the bull run in Pamplona,
Mardi Gras and Bastille Day. 

Year 9
The Year 9 students have worked on Music
from French and Spanish speaking countries,

learning more about the culture.

Year 10/11
After completing their final GCSE exams the Year 11s have now left and we look forward to welcoming them back on

results day to celebrate their success.
The Year 10s have gone through a full mock examination covering all four skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
This is to help our students experience the process and expectations so that they will know exactly what to expect for

their final exams next year.

MFL

Enrichment & Transition
Transition day for Year 6 this year gave them a taster of the
Chinese language and allowed them to explore the culture

surrounding the Day of the Dead in Latin American countries.

The Korean Club has been a real success and keeps on
attracting new students. They have learned basic greetings,
numbers from 1-10, They are also learning the alphabet in

order to start writing and reading.



KS4 & 5
Engineering: The Year 10 Engineering students are

working hard on the Unit 1 theory, whilst the Year 11
Engineers have completed the Unit 2 NEA and external

exam-well done!
Hospitality & Catering: The Year 10 Catering students are

working hard on the Unit 1 theory and learning many
technical skills producing high quality dishes. The Year 11
Catering students completed the Unit 2 NEA and revised

hard for the external exam. Well done!
Health & Social Care: The Year 10 Health & Social Care
students worked hard on the Component 1 NEA, then
moved on to learning content for Component 2 whilst,

our Year 11 Health & Social Care students completed the
Unit 2 NEA and sat the external exam. Well done to

both Year groups!
Hair and Beauty: The Year 10 Hair and Beauty students
have completed the first unit and have started learning

content in the second unit based on entrepreneurialism in
the hair and beauty sector. I can see we have budding

entrepreneurs!  
The Year 11 Hair and Beauty students completed the

NEA and sat the external exam. Well done!
Mechanical Engineering: The Year 13 Mechanical
Engineering students have been working hard to

complete the maintenance and business assignments; they
have also sat external exams in Unit 1 and Unit 3. Well

done!
Children’s Play, Learning and Development: Year 12
CPLD students are enjoying their early years setting

placements, completing activities with the children and
learning skills from the practitioners.

Year13 CPLD students have worked hard to complete all
coursework and external exams.

KS3 & Enrichment
Year 7 students have been busy
in Product Design, Engineering
and Food Technology learning

underpinning knowledge to
enable them to be successful in

making Block Bots, key rings and a
whole range of dishes. 

 Design Technoloy



Key Stage 3: 
Over the last few weeks Key Stage 3
has been combining IT and History.

Key Stage 3 students have been
focusing on Events that changed our
time. Using their new and improved
research skills students have had the

opportunity to use different
software in order to visualise where
key events have taken place. Cross

curricular galore! We have used
Google My Maps to plot exactly

where key events have taken place.
Timeline software to have a visual

representation of when events have
taken place. Google Sites to create a
historical fact file and Google Forms

to create an interactive quiz

Key Stage 4: 
Key Stage 4 students have started

their LIVE coursework. An exciting
time for our Year 10 students to get
a head start. All students have been
working hard on their Logo designs
and planning tasks. They have all hit

the ground running.

Key Stage 5: 
Key Stage 5 have started their NEA
project. All Year 12 students have
started their market research into
different games that are currently
on the market. They will use this

research to gather important
inspiration for their own games.

Enrichment & Trips
Every Friday in 166 Coursework Catch Up for Year 10 Students. 
Enrichment planning for next year is well under way so keep your

eyes peeled. 

Miss Harvey is currently investigating different computing trips to see
which would be best. Watch this space for next year!

IT & Computing



This term we launched our See it, Say it, Sort it initiative to encourage students to stand up for what is right and
report issues they are facing.

See it, Say it, Sort it



We’ve been really pleased with the way that all students have dealt
with their end of year assessments. Students displayed some fantastic
English knowledge. Key Stage 3 have spent the last term working on

Shakespeare units. We have been really impressed with the
comments they have made about language and character.

It has been wonderful to start our revision
enrichments with year 10. They have

attended all revision VMGs and we have
had wonderful turnout at after school

English.

Our Year 6 pupils had a fantastic transition day! They
got a taste of what school life is like at Danum. They

enjoyed lessons, made new friends, and played games
to help them find their way around. Everyone loved
the music concert, and the school dinners were a big

hit too! We are so excited to welcome these
wonderful pupils in September.

Our Year 11s had a great experience during their
Post-16 Taster Day. They returned to school to see

what life is like as a sixth former. They attended
classes and even got to visit our partner site at

Adwick. It was a valuable day for them to explore
their future options and get ready for the next step in

their education.

English

Y6 Transition & Post 16 Taster



Getting to know your Learning Managers
Miss Loosemore
Lead Learning Manager
r.loosemore@danum.outwood.com

Miss Manoharan
Y7 Learning Manager

v.manoharan@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Hutchinson
Y8 Learning Manager
s.hutchinson@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Mann
Y9 Learning Manager

a.mann@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Roper
Y10 Learning Manager
j.roper@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Veal
Y11 Learning Manager

e.veal@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Corkan
Post-16 Learning Manager
s.corkan@danum.outwood.com

Miss Chadwick
Post-16 Learning Manager

c.chadwick@danum.outwood.com



SIGN IN:
Parents/carers visit portal.outwood.com (linked from the academy

website)
You will be sent a “magic link” by email to securely sign in

Parent Portal



Contact us at enquiries@danum.outwood.com or 
01302 831385

Year 11 revision nights:
Monday - English

Wednesday - Science
Thursday - Maths

Friday - History, Geography and MFL

Sparx Maths Login Science GCSE pod Login

Upcoming Events
3rd September - Y7 and Post-16

4th September - Y8, 9, 10 and 11 return
26th Sept - Primary performance showcase

Outwood Academy Danum @OutwoodDanum@Outwood_Danum

Summer Reading
myOn has a big range of books and articles that you can read over the holidays. Use
your Accelerated Reader Login the same as when you quiz. Username – first letter

of your first name followed by first 4 letters of your surname.


