Safeguarding Matters @ Bell Lane

December 2025
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Attendance

As you are all aware, attendance is everyone's responsibility and we
need your support to continue to ensure that children attend school
regularly.

The guidance on improving school attendance is now statutory, which
means we have a legal duty to follow it.We also have a legal obligation
to make referrals when the attendance threshold for potential
safeguarding issues is met.

Please come and speak to your class teacher, or one of the DSLs, if
you are concerned about your about your child’s attendance.

Data Sharing

Here is a reminder of the clip we sent about the importance of
protecting our children on social media. It is a very powerful message.
"Sharenting":The term ‘sharenting’ is a combination of the words
‘parenting’ and ‘sharing’ and is used to describe the practice of parents
regularly sharing information, photos and videos about their children
on social media and other online platforms.

https://dataprotection.ie/en/children

New Devices

Has your child asked for a new device for Christmas? It is essential
that you set clear guidelines and boundaries with your child(ren). Here
is a digital family agreement that could be used to set boundaries and
clear expectations for the whole family.

https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement/

Here is another parental guide to ensure your child is safe online.
Parent online safety guide 6-10 year old

https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/0 | /Internet
-Matters-Age-Guide-6-10s-Jan23.pdf

Web page about VR headsets

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/virtual-re

ality-headsets/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_conte
nt=Virtual%20reality%20headsets&utm_campaign=20230103 KIS _CA
SPAR _January03

Who to contact

Designated Safeguard Team
Mrs Pattison
Mrs Holt
Mrs Taylor

Mrs Cartwright

Social Media Advice

While social media can offer some connection for
children, it is important to be aware of the risks for
primary school children. Many platforms have age
restrictions for a reason.Younger children may not have
the critical thinking skills to navigate online interactions.

By taking a proactive approach to online safety and
limiting your child's access to age inappropriate content,
you can help to protect them from content or
communication that is not age appropriate. In some cases,
parents are unaware of what is being said in chat groups,
which is then having a detrimental impact on some
children’s wellbeing.

Please speak to your child about online safety. This has
been a focus this term and has also caused concerns for
children, parent/carers and the adults at school.
Here is a useful safety guide for parents and carers.

https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/202
3/03/Internet-Matters-Set-Up-Safe-Checklist-Mar-2023.pd

(1) UK Safer Internet Centre

https://saferinternet.org.uk/

Parent courses can be found on this website.

https://nationalcollege.com/pages/wake-up-wednesday “
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We would like to remind all parents and carers about

Contacting School

. . ]
their conduct when contacting school.; "«

We teach our children to be polite and respectful and we
expect the same conduct from the wider school
community. This includes voice messages and emails.

Unless you have consent, please contact members of sta
via the following email address.
enquiries@belllane.outwood.com - ®-s

If you do contact a teacher, we ask that these emails be
sent at an appropriate time and not after 3:15 on a Friday|

or during the weekend. Any emails sent after this time | ‘
will be responded to accordingly, alternatively please use e :

the email address above. P 15
.
If you have changed your o4
email address or mobile number, please can 1/
you let the office know. "y



