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We look forward to welcoming students 
back to school on Tuesday 6th January 
2026. All students must arrive before 
8.20am, dressed in full uniform and fully 
equipped, ready to learn from the very 
start of the day.

May I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy New 
Year. I hope you enjoy a restful break 
with friends and family.

Mark Robinson

Principal

I am delighted to share our latest 
newsletter highlighting the incredible range 
of opportunities our students have 
embraced recently - from the electric 
atmosphere at Twickenham to the 
resilience shown on the cross-country 
course and the creativity displayed in our 
technology departments. I am sincerely 
grateful to the whole staff team for 
ensuring our students have such wonderful 
experiences.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to all parents 
and carers for your ongoing support throughout the year. Your partnership is 
vital to our school community and plays a massive role in the achievements of 
our young people.
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On Sunday 23 November a group of staff and students travelled to 
the home of England Rugby for the Quilter Nation Series 
match against Argentina. The atmosphere at Twickenham was 
absolutely electric as the group watched England secure a 28-23 
victory. It was an amazing experience for our students to be 
spectators at a major international sporting fixture, and we hope it 
has inspired our next generation of athletes.
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This half-term, we were delighted to 
welcome Year 5 students from Whale 
Hill Primary School into the 
Technology department to begin their 
Cam Toy Project. The students used 
CAD (Computer-Aided Design) to 
create their follower components and 
were introduced to hand and machine 
tools to build their frames. 

Mrs Hendry and Mr Robinson were 
impressed by their enthusiasm and look 
forward to welcoming them back soon!
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Year 7 students have finished their pencil case project in design and technology, inspired 
by the bold colours and geometric shapes of the 1980s Memphis Group. They successfully 
developed practical sewing and design skills to create unique and functional final outcomes. 
They used a variety of fabric embellishment techniques, pinning, tacking and using the sewing 
machine to make the pencil cases and also added a zip! 

A massive well done to all students 
who represented the school at the 
Redcar & Cleveland Cross 
Country event. Despite the chilly 
December afternoon, our runners 
showed fantastic resilience, 
determination, and grit. A special 
shout-out goes to Jack (Y11), 
Charlotte (Y7), and Earl & Alfie (Y9), 
who all placed in the top 10 for their 
age groups. They have now qualified for 
the Tees Valley round in January - good 
luck!
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Students at Normanby ARP developed a wide range of life 
skills by setting up and running their own successful 
businesses - a 'Feelings Centre,' a 'Singing Centre,' and a 
'Nike store' - for staff customers. This project reinforced 
essential competencies such as teamwork, communication, 
problem-solving, money skills, and real-world business 
understanding. 

Newsletter Autumn 2 2025 Edition 10

Some of our Year 10 students attended an 
engaging workshop led by Wendy Jarvis from 
the Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP). The session provided vital guidance 
on life after school, highlighted key skills for 
success, and introduced upcoming 
team-building activities designed to boost 
confidence for their future pathways.

A group of Year 7 & 8 students attended 
an event at Middlesbrough Sports Village 
where they got an opportunity to meet 
and receive a coaching session from 
professional football freestyler and world 
record holder, Dan Magness. All of the 
students were inspired and had great fun!
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A huge congratulations to 
Maizie and Millie, who were 
recently awarded an Out 
There prize for "Community 
Wellbeing" by Mr Wilson, 
our trust CEO. This award 
recognises their dedication 
to volunteering during the 
summer Cambodia 
expedition. We are 
incredibly proud of their 
contribution to the global 
community.
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Well done to our Year 9 Sports Leaders who recently helped run a primary school 
dance festival. Pushing themselves out of their comfort zones, they led small groups in 
dance routines with confidence. They received really positive feedback from both the 
visiting primary schools and the School Sports Partnership.
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The Year 10 Sports Studies cohort 
recently headed to the Tees Barrage 
Air Trail for their practical assessment 
in Outdoor Adventurous Activities. The 
students showed incredible grit to 
overcome their fears to display the wide 
range of skills required to complete the 
high-ropes course. We are particularly 
proud that the Air Trail staff went out of 
their way to praise our students for their 
fantastic conduct during the visit.

To get into the Christmas spirit, ARP students enjoyed a 
fun-filled trip to the cinema to watch Christmas Karma, 
a musical adaptation of A Christmas Carol. With popcorn in 
hand and drinks at the ready, the group had a wonderful time 
watching the festive story come to life on the big screen. It was 
a cheerful outing that left everyone in high spirits!
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Well done to the Year 8 netball team who 
represented the school brilliantly in the Redcar 
& Cleveland tournament. Each student 
displayed fantastic teamwork and 
sportsmanship.
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Curriculum update: what we’ve been learning
🛠 Technology: creativity and craftsmanship from Year 7 to Year 11

It has been a busy term in the workshops and kitchens!
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Year 7 students have been getting creative completing mobile phone 
holders in DT, vibrant ‘Memphis-style’ pencil cases in Textiles, and 
mastering a variety of dishes in Catering.
Year 8 students have been combining modern and traditional skills. 
They have created fantastic nightlights using electronics and 
CAD/CAM, sewn ‘Day of the Dead’ cushions in Textiles, and tackled 
advanced recipes in Catering.
Year 9 students have honed their joinery skills, creating timber 
storage boxes using four different wood joints. In Textiles, they have 
produced excellent children's soft toys, alongside a range of exciting 
sweet and savoury dishes in the kitchen.
Key Stage 4 students are working hard towards their coursework 
and NEAs, demonstrating fantastic practical skills in Catering.

🔬 Science: forces, cells, and the 'GUESS' method

Year 7: Learning about elements, compounds, and experimental methods for separating mixtures.
Year 8: An introduction to forces and the world of the cell. We have also embedded the new 
Trust-wide calculation method, GUESS.

Year 9: Focusing on cells and the movement of 
molecules.
Year 10: A wide range of topics including the 
immune system, respiration, chemical quantities, 
and the National Grid.
Year 11: Biology - hormones, genetics, and 
evolution; Chemistry - hydrocarbons and their 
industrial uses; Physics - forces and waves in the 
natural world.
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🎨 Art: from mark-making to masterpieces

Year 7: Exploring the formal elements of art, students are discovering how the skilful application 
of tone and shading can transform 2D shapes into 3D forms.
Year 8: The focus has been on realistic portraiture, mastering construction, accurate proportion, 
symmetry, and the application of tone.

Newsletter Autumn 2 2025 Edition 10

Year 9: Students have explored the history of 
the Graffiti movement—from prehistoric 
marks to street art—while developing painting 
techniques like wash, flat paint, and wet-on-wet.
Year 10: A review of core practical skills is 
underway, ensuring high standards in drawing 
accuracy, effective shading, and colour 
application.
Year 11: Our senior students are developing 
their 'Final Outcomes.' We are seeing 
wonderful personalisation and independence in 
their artistic choices.

🏉 Physical Education: building resilience through sport

This half term, students have been working on physical skills in Rugby and Table Tennis. Beyond the 
physical, there has been a strong focus on improving teamwork, communication, and resilience.
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🎭 Drama: confidence, creativity, and collaboration

Our Drama students have been building their core skills in communication and cooperation.
KS3: Year 7s are working on emotive Evacuee scenes from Goodnight Mister Tom, while Year 8 is 
tackling physical theatre with The Curious Incident of The Dog in The Night-Time. Year 9 students 
are currently devising their own original pieces.
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Year 10: GCSE students have begun their 
Devising Drama component, researching stimuli 
to strengthen their portfolios.
Year 11: Students are focused on their practical 
performance exams. They have shown great 
maturity in handling challenging themes, resulting 
in outstanding work in both rehearsal and 
performance.

      Spanish: communication across borders
Year 7: Learning to talk about pets and family, and counting up to 90. They have successfully 
completed reading, listening, and speaking assessments.
Year 8: Mastering verb conjugation in present and future tenses and using comparatives to 
discuss technology.

Year 9: Using the preterit and 
conditional tenses to describe past 
holidays to Spanish-speaking capital 
cities.
Year 10: A busy term covering 
time-telling, travel plans, and 
festivals. Students can now describe 
past experiences, invite people out, 
and discuss which parts of 
Andalucía they would like to visit.
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🎸 Music: blues to Britpop

Year 7: Learning the fundamental elements of music and applying 
them to composition to support their journey through the music 
curriculum.
Year 8: Kicking off the year with the Blues! Students are learning 
origins, chord progressions, walking bass lines, and improvisation.
Year 9: Delving into the 90s Britpop and Grunge era. The music 
department has been loud with electric guitars, heavy distortion, 
and power chords!
Year 10: Studying advanced composition and participating in a 
popular music songwriting workshop using GarageBand. Many 
have also started Peripatetic lessons to enhance their 
performance abilities.
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📚 English: poetry, prose, and Dickensian classics

Year 7: Studying superb poems in the 'Cultures Poetry' 
unit, analyzing works like The British Poem by Benjamin 
Zephaniah and Island Man by Grace Nichols.
Year 8: Exploring thought-provoking 'Relationships' poetry, 
including Christina Rossetti's Sister Maude and W.H. Auden's 
Funeral Blues.
Year 9: Investigating 'Victorian Britain', starting with William 
Blake's The Chimney Sweeper and extracts from Charles 
Dickens' Oliver Twist.
Year 10: Getting into the festive spirit with the study of 
Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol.
Year 11: Following recent assessments, students are 
refining transactional writing skills and revising key plot 
points and quotations for A Christmas Carol.
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🏰 History: from the Silk Roads to the Wild West

Year 7: A new curriculum covering the medieval Silk Roads (including the House of Wisdom) and 
the military actions of the Norman Conquest.
Year 8: Exploring the causes and global effects of the French Revolution, and currently studying 
the British Empire and slavery in the American colonies.
Year 9: Examined the causes and experiences of WWI and have now moved on to analyzing the 
causes of the Russian Revolution.
Year 10: Completed the study of Elizabethan England and began the 'Medicine Through Time' 
unit, focusing on Medieval and WW1 developments.
Year 11: Balancing revision for mock exams with the 'American West' unit, looking at Indigenous 
peoples, migration, and law and order.
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🌍 Geography: ecosystems, 
hazards, and resources
Year 7: Studying ecosystems within 
the Arctic Circle, looking at both 
wildlife and human adaptation.
Year 8: Analyzing natural hazards in 
active tectonic zones, including risk 
management and mitigation 
strategies.
Year 9: Continued study of weather 
patterns and the social, economic, and 
environmental impacts of climate 
change.

Year 10: Comparing impacts in High-Income and Low-Income Countries using Rio and Sheffield 
as case studies.
Year 11: Focusing on resource management (water, food, energy) and the economic and 
environmental implications of these resources.
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      Maths: algebra, data and exam preparation

Year 7 students
Proportion 2: Multiplicative relationships and conversions across different units of measure 
(money, length, time, etc.).
Data 1: Displaying and interpreting data (charts, graphs) and calculating averages (mode, median, 
mean).
Number 2: Adding and subtracting fractions, including mixed numbers.

Year 8 students
Algebra 5: Sequences, linear graphs, and coordinates.
Data 4: Two-way tables, frequency trees, and Venn Diagrams .
Shape 4: Congruency, similarity, and transformations (translation, reflection, rotation, enlargement).

Year 9 students
Algebra 8: Simultaneous equations (graphs, elimination, substitution).
Data 7: Units of time, timetables, and distance-time graphs.
Algebra 9: Quadratic expressions (expanding, factorising).

Year 10 students
Algebra 13: Solving simultaneous equations (graphically, substitution, elimination).
Shape 13: Angles (measuring, facts) combined with algebra for problem-solving.
Algebra 14: Linear graphs and functions (gradient, equation, parallel/perpendicular lines).

Year 11 students continue to prepare for their exams in May. Students have now completed 
their mocks and staples challenge. Mock results have now informed all teaching staff of gaps within 
understanding and this will be addressed over the coming months. Students will continue to 
prepare for their exams in May.
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We are committed to ensuring that you have easy access to information about your child’s 
education and would ask that you take the opportunity at the start of the academic year to 
ensure you can access our Parent and Carer Portal. The online portal will allow you to 
securely access information from your mobile device or computer and includes information 
about Praising Stars Reports, praise comments, attendance, consequences and your child’s 
timetable.
Parents and carers who have parental responsibility can access the portal using their email 
address. Instructions to sign in to the portal are below. If you have any issues logging in please 
contact the academy. 
Students can also access this portal and can sign in using their academy Google account. 
If you still need to provide an email address so that you can access the online portal, please 
contact the academy via enquiries@normanby.outwood.com to update your contact details. 

Getting started 

Visit portal.outwood.com or scan the QR code. 

To sign in: 
1. Enter your email address 
2. Check your inbox for a special “magic link” 
3. Tap on the link to sign-in! 

(If your magic link does not arrive after a few 
minutes, please check your spam folder). 

Newsletter Autumn 2 2025 Edition 10



16

Thank you to parents and carers for your support in ensuring that students wear their 
uniform in compliance with our policy.

Trousers:
• must be plain black and in a tailored formal style; 
• must not be cropped, tight/skinny fit, made of stretch or patterned fabric. They should not have 
decorative buttons, buckles or fashion belts; 
• jeans, flares, cargo, bootlegged trousers, tracksuit bottoms, jeggings or leggings are not 
acceptable.

Skirts:
• from 1 September 2025 non-logo skirts must be 2.5 inch box pleat and sit on or 
just above the knee. These are easy to purchase from all supermarkets at very low 
cost.
• must be plain black and in a tailored formal style; 
• tight-fitting, tube skirts are not acceptable; 
• must sit on or just above the knee; 
• must not be made of jersey, stretch or patterned fabric; 
• must be worn with a minimum of plain black 40 denier tights.
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Required PE Uniform:

● School Purple polo top
● Purple/black Outwood games jersey
● Black plain shorts/skort (not hot pant 
style e.g. Nike Pro)
● Plain black knee length games socks
● Trainers - Non-marking sole with a good 
grip and with laces/velcro, providing support
to ankle & foot. Please note that pumps do 
not provide adequate support for the foot 
or ankle.

We strongly recommend:
● Gum shield - for rugby/hockey
● Shin pads - for football/hockey

Optional PE Uniform:

● Football boots
● Plain black tracksuit (no logos) or midlayer 
top and bottoms
● 3/4 zip fleece
● Non see-through plain black leggings
● Black plain skort
● Plain white long sleeved t-shirt may be worn 
in place of the school purple polo top for 
religious or health reasons

PE kit must be worn even if a child is excused 
from PE (injury or illness) unless in extreme 
circumstances e.g. a broken arm, the child 
would not be expected to change.
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Key dates
22 December 2025 to 2 January 2026 - Christmas holiday
5 January 2026 - PD day - students not in school
13 January 2026 - Year 9 Guided Pathways Parents’/Carers’ Evening - 5.00pm to 6.30pm
17 February 2026 - Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening - 3.45pm to 5.45pm
23 February to 27 February 2026 - February half term holiday
2 March to 13 March 2026 - Year 11 Mock Exams
31 March 2026 - Year 8 Parents’/Carers’ Evening - 3.45pm to 5.45pm
3 April 2026 - Good Friday (students not in school) - Easter holiday begins

Contact
Please note that your child’s learning manager or teachers may not always be available to 
take your call immediately during the school day due to teaching and learning 
commitments. Parents should leave a message with Reception and we will endeavour to 
return all calls within 48 hours.

We love to hear your feedback, and comments are very welcome. To leave feedback, please 
contact us at enquiries@normanby.outwood.com.

Outwood Academy Normanby
Normanby Road
Middlesbrough
TS6 9AG

enquiries@normanby.outwood.com

01642 454577

mailto:enquiries@normanby.outwood.com
mailto:enquiries@normanby.outwood.com

