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3 January 2021 Miss Victoria Kirkman

Dear Parents and Carers

Firstly, | would like to wish you a Happy New Year and hope that the Christmas
break was enjoyable despite the restrictions that we are all currently facing.

As | am sure you are aware from the media reports over the last few days, there has
been significant action taken by many of the teaching unions which are affecting our
ability to open the academy as planned on Tuesday 5th January.

Whilst we have robust risk assessments in place and consider our school to be a
safe place to learn, we also must have enough staff available to teach your child on
site.

Our intention was, as directed by the government and in line with public health
advice, to open as planned. Unfortunately, at present we do not have the
appropriate staffing levels to enable this to happen. As a result the academy
site will remain closed on Tuesday 5th January. We will continue to work
with the trade unions in order to resolve this situation as soon as we are able
to. In the meantime, all children should access their Google Classroom where
they will be able to engage in remote learning. This will involve live teaching.
Children should join the classroom at 9am for the register.

The academy will continue to remain open to all vulnerable children and the
children of key workers. These children will form a single bubble, which will be
different to their usual bubble. Once their class returns to onsite education
they will rejoin their class bubble. If you are a critical worker or the
parent/carer of a vulnerable child you can book your provision using the
following link: https://forms.gle/KBDAGAYaGLD2eltBA . We will contact you
to confirm this booking and your status.

Given that the situation is constantly changing, | would ask that you plan for
every eventuality in relation to childcare. We will do all that we can to prioritise
the opening of the academy to all children as planned. At this moment in time,
| am unable to give you a planned reopening date for onsite education as this
will depend on staffing levels.

The trade unions and Outwood both want the same thing - to keep schools
open providing a safe environment for your child to flourish. We will
endeavour to work through this together as quickly as possible and
communicate future arrangements at the earliest opportunity.
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https://forms.gle/KBDAGAYaGLD2e1tBA

| apologise for the short notice but hope that you appreciate the fast changing
position in which we find ourselves. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs V Kirkman
Principal
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