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Friday 23rd May 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to everyone who engaged with the recent consultation around the proposed 
changes to the school day. I’m writing to update you on what this means for us here at 
Outwood Academy Portland. 

I’m pleased to let you know that we are planning to implement the refreshed and extended 
school day from January 2026. We’ve taken time to think carefully about what’s right for 
our students, and while this is a slightly later implementation date than some other OGAT 
academies, we believe this date gives us the best chance to get everything right for our 
community. 

The new school day is designed to place even more emphasis on personal development. Like 
you, we want our young people to leave school not just with strong academic outcomes, but 
with the confidence, character and skills to thrive in the wider world. We’re really excited 
to build on what we already do well and to introduce an even better personal development 
curriculum for all of our students. 

Under the new model, the school day will be 6 hours and 30 minutes long. We’re 
currently working through the final details, and I’ll write to confirm the exact timings for 
both the main school and Post-16 provision as soon as we’ve finalised them. 

In the autumn term, we’ll share more details with you about the enhanced curriculum and 
what a typical day will look like. This will give you plenty of time to understand the changes 
before they come into effect in January. 
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Industrial Action 

We’ve been working hard behind the scenes to make sure this transition goes as smoothly 
as possible. However, I also want to keep you fully informed about a wider issue affecting 
schools across the Trust. 

Teaching unions have raised concerns about the impact of the extended school day on 
workload, and despite many months of discussions, we haven’t yet been able to resolve 
these concerns. As a result, both the NASUWT and NEU unions have confirmed that their 
members will take strike action next half term. 

Due to the number of staff taking action, we have made the difficult decision to close the 
academy on Tuesday 3 June, to all students apart from Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13, 
who will be expected to attend as normal. Year 11 students will continue to follow their 
Masterclass Timetable with their usual teachers who will be in school and ready to teach 
them. All Year 11 students will have English, Science, MFL and 3-hours of maths that day. 
Attendance at these sessions will be the best preparation for the upcoming examinations, in 
particular the GCSE Maths exam on Wednesday. The academy will also be open for 
vulnerable students from other year groups. Vulnerable students are defined as, looked after 
children, children open to children in need or a child protection plan with a social worker, 
and children with an education health care plan. We will be in touch with those students’ 
parents/carers shortly.   

Whilst the academy will be closed to some students, online learning via Google Classroom 
will be available to all students, and students will be expected to complete the work set. 
During the strike action, lessons will not be streamed via GoogleMeet. Please note that the 
work set may be different from normal timetabled lessons as their teacher may be striking.  
Instructions will be given to students regarding work set via Google Classroom. Workpacks 
will be made available for those who do not have access to a computer. Please complete the 
attached form if your child requires one. 
 
Students in all year groups in receipt of free school meals may attend between 12.30pm and 
1pm to collect a lunch pack on Tuesday 3rd June. Please complete the attached form if you 
request one by noon on Friday 30th May 2025. 
 
FSM and Workpack Request form  
 
For Year 11 and vulnerable students, the academy will be open as normal  and students 
should arrive ready for the usual 8.25am start. Buses for students will run as usual and Year 
11 enrichments will run as usual.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEeWkKUJO3fshaAlH4siJIZRo-Cg1Q7YS6jXD_749XFu5lDw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=106214248777774424177


 
 

While it is disappointing that we have not yet found a resolution, we fully respect the right 
of colleagues to take industrial action. We remain committed to finding a way forward and 
continuing these important conversations. 

Further days are likely during the second and third weeks of June and we’ll be in touch again 
shortly with details about how the strike day(s) will affect us here at Outwood Academy 
Portland. As always, we’ll do everything we can to minimise disruption to students’ 
education, particularly for those in Year 11 and Year 13, who are in the middle of a crucial 
time. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. Everything we do is driven by our mission 
to ensure that our students become the very best versions of themselves. We’re excited 
about what this new school day can offer, and we look forward to working with you to make 
sure it brings lasting benefits for all of our young people. 

Yours faithfully 

​
 Danielle Sheehan​
 Principal 

 

 


