


Student Parliament Election

In the final weeks of this first half term, students in
Year 7 to Year || at Outwood Academy Portland
bravely campaigned to be elected this year’s
Student Parliament Prime Minister. Nominees
shared their fantastic ideas for moving the
school forwards via video on the Tutor Portal
giving all voters the chance to make an
informed decision.

When the big day came, the main hall was transformed into a

Polling Station with the help of some handy student volunteers. There were
genuine polling booths, signs and ballot boxes kindly loaned to the academy by
Bassetlaw Council. It was extremely exciting for staff to be able to answer
students’ questions about democracy and how British general elections work.
Voting lasted all day and the count was extremely tense, it was so close that
there were several recounts! Finally, we had a winner!

The results were announced via video at the end of Period 5 on the last Friday
of term and every class across the school watched with excitement. It was a
DRAW!

However, the British electoral system has a solution for that,“Flip a coin”. Mr
Dzoboku did the honours and students across the school watched as the
winner was decided on video. Rakitha S in Year 9 won the toss, and was
announced as our new Student Parliament Prime Minister. He has already taken
brilliantly to the role, leading meetings and sharing video announcements with
the student body in tutor. His team have just launched their ‘Kindness before
Christmas’ campaign and have already rallied a lot of support from students.

Well done Rakitha and the team!




Sports Roundup

The students and the PE department at Outwood Academy Portland have been very
busy again this term. Here is a brief roundup of their fixtures.

Well done to our amazing Year 8
football team against Quarrydale school.
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Year 9&10 girls football team made a
*. fantastic effort against Rushcliffe. Well done!
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Anna M inY 11 got Ist place in the Nottinghamshire County Cross Country :: Sl 3

league out of approximately 60 runners. Ve are very proud of you well done!

Year 9 football team put in an
amazing effort against Kimberly.

Year 9 girls football team played
Ashfield in the County cup and
won 4-2 and then went on to beat
Magnus Academy 7-0. Well done!

Year |0 football team beat
Rawmarsh school 5-0 and then
went on to play Tuxford school.
They were 2-0 down in the first 7
minutes but made a fantastic come
back to win 4-2. Well done lads!

The Year 10 netball team went to the Nottinghamshire
schools Netball competition. They lost in the first round
but in the 2nd round they won all of their matches.

The final game was very close but the girls showed
determination and grit and went on to win 6-5.

Well done girls!
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The Curious Incident ef Ehe’Dog in the Night-Time

Everyone was so proud of the Year |10 Performing
Arts students at Outwood Academy Valley when
they per'formed extracts from The Curious Incident
he nght-Tlme on |8th November



London Art Galleries Trip

On Tuesday |6th November 2021 ninety students from Year 10 and || at Outwood Academy Valley, who study art and
photography visited central London as an opportunity to produce their own art work and to visit the globally significant

art galleries at the National Gallery.

Initially at Paternoster Square, to the rear of St Paul’s cathedral,
photographers were challenged to capture aspects of London
life; people at work, architecture, transportation and tourists.
Artists on the other hand were issued with mini sketchbooks
and had the opportunity to draw architectural details,
structures and panoramic views. The South Bank is a dynamic
area at the heart of London’s cultural scene and a short walk
across Millennium Bridge. Views from the bridge offered
another great photo opportunity down the Thames toward
Tower Bridge and other great modern skyscrapers like the
Shard, Gherkin and the Radio.A picnic lunch at Tate Modern
led to the next opportunity to create art along the South
Bank area; from The Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre (in the
style of Elizabethan architecture), past the National
Theatre (a huge concrete megastructure) to the
Underbanks Skate Park with its walls full of urban graffiti
and the challenge of photographing fast action
skateboarders.

Walking along from Westminster to Trafalgar Square
provided more drawing and photographic highlights;
students having an artistic focus now on shape, light and
colour as the afternoon sun set. Highlights included the
unveiled clock face on Big Ben/Queen Elizabeth Tower
at Parliament, the National Cenotaph still adorned
with poppy wreaths from Remembrance Sunday, |0
Downing Street and the Horse Guards at attention.
We reached the National Gallery before peak traffic
rush hour and it was an oasis of calm in the centre of
Trafalgar Square amongst the majestic lions.

Inside the National Gallery students could photograph and draw from the
national collection of Old Masters; from Caravaggio to Van Gogh.

Well done to all the hard working GCSE artists and photographers and ten staff without whom the trip would
not have been possible.

ayeeni OEFD 'm,.,‘
-

o e e e O A T 4 T e

il



On Tuesday |6th November 2021 the hall
was alive with the sound of Nusic at
Outwood Academy Valley. It’s not a typo -
the N in Nusic is down to the group |
being based in Nottingham.
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performances by Rob Green and .

Chloe Rodgers, who run the group
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they support young people in Nottinghamshire
with aspirations in the creative industries.

Rob Green has also performed at Glastonbury,
so it was a real treat for the Year 8s in attendance.

The arts are back with a bang at Outwood Academ
Valley this year; and this event was no exception.

The Proud Podium at Outwood
Academy Valley has become a Friday
tradition, where students from all year
groups bring some work they are really
proud of to display to the whole school.

Friday the 19th of November 2021
was a Pudsey Proud Podium, in aid of
Children in Need. For every piece of
work displayed, £ would be donated
by the Senior Leadership Team to
Children in Need. Over £100 was
donated to the wonderful charity.

Great job, everyone!



North Star science visit

On Wednesday 24th November 2021 |1 Year 9 students and 2
teachers visited Gulliver’s Valley in Sheffield to take part in the
North star STEAM event.

They were greeted and sent off to two workshops, one with the
Royal Navy where they learnt how to build circuits and
pneumatic systems and about life on board a nuclear submarine
and also how to program a device to move around a space
without crashing into the walls. Workshop 2 involved
information from Barratt homes on how to build a carbon
zero house via the medium of a game, students then got to
model hard hats and high viz jackets and ask any questions
they might have. The team, including Gabriel S, Jayden R,
Skye M, Masie M and Savannah B beat the previous fastest
time at the challenge by almost a minute. L 2

The next event was the much anticipated talk from Brian Cox, he entered
the room via a zoom call and described the wonders of the Universe as well as answering some

questions from the audience. There were another 2 talks before lunch from people who work within STEAM areas
detailing what kinds of things they do in their work.

After lunch was the squashed tomatoes challenge, in 2 minutes the group, which included Diane W, Gabriel H, Maisie
M and Gabriel S managed to successfully transport 141 tomatoes across the valley safely. This meant they won the

overall competition.

The last activity of the day was building bricks with STEM students

leaprie —-p GEIENCE < s,
WRIKWISE" =N e SIERE = from Wales High School, we were told we had made the most
2 . bricks of any of the other groups so far. Gabriel H was given a
o TH special mention for the number of bricks he managed to create
n e ol R and Diane W won the Amazon gift card for the best brick.
ST HR All students were absolute stars throughout the whole day and
A SCIENOE SUMMER SCHOOL EVENT made the school proud.
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