100 Russell Street Middlesbrough, TSI 2AD
+44(0) 1642 549950
www.riverside.outwood.com

enquiries@riverside.outwood.com

RiversiD® Mrs Melissa Brant-Smith

Friday 20 March 2026

Dear Parent/Carer

Public health advice on meningitis

As you are likely aware, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) is currently managing an outbreak
of meningitis B in Kent. As a school, we are working closely with the local public health team to
ensure that we are taking all reasonable steps to protect our school community and will continue to
act on any advice that we receive. For your reassurance, there are currently no cases identified in

our area, and we have no concerns regarding our pupils at this time.

The UKHSA advice is:

* Be familiar with the symptoms of meningococcal disease and seek urgent medical treatment
if you suspect anyone in your family is exhibiting these symptoms. A ‘Don’t Ignore the Signs’

leaflet is attached to this letter for more information.

* Ensure that your child is up-to-date on their routine vaccinations.

o If you are unsure if your child is up-to-date, please contact your GP practice.

o The MenACWY vaccine is offered to all Year 9 pupils and our Year 9 pupils were offered
this in school earlier this year.

o If your child missed their vaccine, you can contact the School Aged Immunisation Service

(03333 583 397, Option 3) or your GP practice to arrange a catch-up.

We will continue to work closely with the UKHSA and Public Health South Tees as they monitor the

national and local picture, and we will provide further updates to parents and carers as required.

Yours sincerely
Mrs M Brant-Smith

Principal
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