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23rd October 2025 
 
 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Year 7 assessments in English 

Year 7 students will soon be taking a short assessment in English lessons. This will take place during 
the first week back after half term and is the first of three assessments they will take during the year 
before sitting an end-of-year assessment in the summer term. 

The purpose of these assessments are as follows: 

●​ To give students experience of working independently in a formal assessment; 

●​ To measure the effectiveness of their lessons and the curriculum planned for them; 

●​ To give teachers and leaders a clear idea of which students are keeping up with the 
curriculum and who might be falling behind, so that action can be taken to improve progress. 
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These are the assessments year 7 students will be taking this year and the preparation (other than 
engaging in lessons) that will be needed: 

Assessment What they will do When it will 
take place 

What preparation 
will be needed 

Creative 
writing 

Write a description of a place November None 

Literary study Write about a poem studied in class (a 
copy of the poem will be available to 
them in the assessment) 

December Revise what they have 
learned about the 
poem 

Transactional 
writing 

Write a speech March None 

End-of-year 
assessment 

Answer questions on an extract from a 
novel 

May None 

 

Students will receive a mark and one of these outcomes: 

Outcome Meaning Range of GCSE grades the assessment 
suggests the student is on track to achieve 

GDS Greater Depth Standard Grades 7-9 

EXS Expected Standard Grades 4-6 

WTS Working Towards the Standard Grades U-3 

 

These are important assessments and we would like students to take them seriously. However, if a 
student has tried their best we will be happy with them whatever the outcome: we do not want 
students to be anxious and worry that not doing well will have negative consequences if they have 
made an effort. These assessments are to help us improve their education so that they reach their 
potential. 

If you have any questions about these assessments, please contact your child’s English teacher.  

Yours faithfully, 

Claire Lloyd​
Head of English 

 

 
 
 

 

 


