
‭Outwood Academy Bydales Newsletter‬

‭HT 5 - May 2025‬

‭Dear Parent / Carer‬

‭Welcome to my summer half term update.  Even though this has been a shorter half term there has‬

‭been lots happening throughout the academy.  A snapshot of trips and events that have taken place‬

‭this term is shown below:‬

‭●‬ ‭Year 11 GCSE exams have started well with excellent attendance to breakfast revision and‬

‭masterclasses.‬

‭●‬ ‭Year 10 history trip to Newcastle University to visit the archives‬

‭●‬ ‭Our Sports leaders have supported at several local events‬

‭●‬ ‭Area athletics competition‬

‭●‬ ‭Further careers trips including a visit to Redcar College for a look at Early Years courses‬

‭●‬ ‭Dance trip to watch ‘Swan Lake’ in Bradford‬

‭●‬ ‭Outwood Performer of the Year rehearsals‬

‭●‬ ‭Continuing to support community events such as Soup and Social Event at The White House‬

‭in Marske where students helped serve refreshments to members of the local community, as‬

‭well as local litter picks‬

‭●‬ ‭Y11 Battlefields trip with history, our students were impeccable!‬

‭●‬ ‭Students in Year 7 and Year 8 completed the junior UKMT maths challenge, with lots of‬

‭students receiving bronze, silver and even gold certificates.  Two students also qualified for‬

‭the next round.‬

‭We’ll continue to share regular updates on all events and activities through our social media‬

‭channels.‬

‭Consultation - School Day Changes‬

‭By now you should have received a letter confirming that the changes proposed to the school day‬

‭will be implemented from September 2025.  School will start at the same time, students are‬

‭expected on site by 8:20am for lessons starting at 8:25am, but the school day will end at the later‬

‭time of 2:55pm.‬

‭I can also confirm that there will be some changes to the length of after school activities and‬

‭detentions.  Enrichment will now be a standard 40 minutes rather than 60 minutes, although some‬

‭may still be longer.  C4a detentions will be 20 minutes rather than 30 minutes, and C4b detentions‬

‭will be 40 minutes rather than 60 minutes to reflect the already longer day.‬



‭In order to ensure staff are fully trained in delivering the new Personal Development and Growth‬

‭curriculum that will replace the existing tutor period we will be having an additional INSET day both‬

‭this academic year and at the start of next academic year.  The one this year will be on Friday 18 July‬

‭2025, our last day of term before the summer holiday.  This means that students will now finish on‬

‭Thursday 17 July 2025 instead.  We will confirm details for the start of September next half term.‬

‭First Aid & Medicines‬

‭Whilst we do have several trained first aiders in school they are there to deal with accidents as they‬

‭occur and can’t do anything about existing injuries.  We are currently dealing with several incidents‬

‭each day where students come asking for ice packs or treatment for issues that have happened days‬

‭or even weeks earlier.  We will not be issuing ice or heat packs for pre-existing injuries without‬

‭medical proof these are required.‬

‭Our policy covering medicines is available to view on our website.  Again, several staff are trained to‬

‭administer medicines where required and this is all logged on our electronic system with automatic‬

‭alerts sent out to parents when medicine has been given.‬

‭What we are unable to do is keep medicine beyond the initial time frame where it is needed, this‬

‭includes Paracetamol or Ibuprofen beyond a 3 day window.  Where we have medicine left outside of‬

‭this we will ask for it to be collected from Reception, if it has not been collected after 2 days it will‬

‭be disposed of.  Please remember that we can’t accept any medicines that are not in the original‬

‭packaging and if prescribed by a GP, must be in the original labelled box provided by the Pharmacy.‬

‭Praise‬

‭We have now given out over 111000 Praise Points this year, with Year 8 leading the way on 26058‬

‭(as of Friday morning!).  We are very proud of the effort our students have towards their studies and‬

‭will continue to reward these behaviours when we see them.  We were pleased that Ofsted‬

‭recognised the praise culture that we have in school.‬

‭Uniform‬

‭We have seen a recent increase in students wearing tight, stretchy flared trousers to school.  These‬

‭are not acceptable as school uniform.  All students wearing them have been spoken to and parents‬

‭have been contacted to ask that the correct uniform is worn when we return to school after half‬

‭term.  Any students still wearing this type of trouser will be asked to change into ones from our‬

‭stock.  We thank you for your support in this matter.‬

‭Year 11 Prom & Prom Passport‬

‭Just a reminder that Year 11 Prom takes place on Thursday 26 June 2025 at Gisborough Hall, if you‬

‭haven’t paid for a ticket yet and your child wishes to attend please do so asap, they are available to‬

‭pay for via iPay.‬



‭The vast majority of our Year 11 students have already achieved the 100 Prom Points required to‬

‭attend, with over ⅓ of them getting the 150 needed to be in the draw for a free ticket.  This draw‬

‭will be made during the leavers’ celebration on the morning of Thursday 19 June 2025, those who‬

‭win will have the cost refunded.‬

‭For those students not on at least 100 points yet there is a final opportunity to gain more over half‬

‭term.  We will be awarding 5 points for students who attend the half term maths revision session on‬

‭Friday 30 June 2025 (10am-12am), 5 further points for the completion of the practice maths‬

‭calculator paper that all students have been given as homework, and finally to encourage revision,‬

‭students will be awarded 1 prom point for every 20 questions completed on tassomai over half term.‬

‭Final totals will be calculated in the first week back after half term.‬

‭Vaping‬

‭I have been asked by the Local Authority and Public Health England to share this information‬

‭document with you (linked‬‭here‬‭) around illegal vapes.  Sadly, there have been further incidents in the‬

‭region where students have used vapes laced with other substances and become seriously ill as a‬

‭result.  We will continue to educate the students on the dangers of this and take a zero tolerance‬

‭approach to students found with vapes in school.‬

‭Staffing Changes‬

‭After half term we will sadly be saying goodbye to Mrs Jemmerson who is leaving us to teach at‬

‭Outwood Academy Riverside.  Mrs Jemmerson has taught at Bydales for just over 5 years and will be‬

‭missed by all.  We wish her well with her new role.‬

‭Mrs Hassack, our maths 1:1 tutor will also be leaving us shortly after half term, again we wish her all‬

‭the very best for her future endeavours.‬

‭And finally…‬

‭As always, if you or your child require any support during the holidays your child’s planner contains‬

‭the contact details for organisations that provide year-round support and assistance (page 11-12).‬

‭We have our own mental health and wellbeing website which contains links and resources that you‬

‭may find useful should you need them (‬‭https://mentalwellbeing.outwood.com/home‬‭).‬

‭I would like to wish you and your family all the very best for a safe, and enjoyable half term break‬

‭and look forward to seeing the students back in the Academy at 8.20am on Monday 02 June 2025.‬

https://drive.google.com/file/d/101-npa3iaRo60t45oFAHyp5_qyNxqoY2/view?usp=sharing
https://mentalwellbeing.outwood.com/home


‭Key Dates and Events‬

‭22/05/25 - Praising Stars 5 Reports (all year groups)‬

‭23/05/25 - Last Day of School (May half term from 26/05/25)‬

‭02/06/25 - Students Return to Academy (following May half term)‬

‭10/06/25 - Rearranged Parent Voice Forum (further details will follow via email)‬

‭19/06/25 - Year 11 Leavers’ Celebration Event‬

‭20/06/25 - Year 10 Assessments Begin‬

‭25/06/25 - Year 10 Discovery Day (Middlesbrough College)‬

‭26/06/25 - Year 11 Prom at Gisborough Hall‬

‭02/07/25 - Year 10 College Visit (Redcar College or Prior Pursglove)‬

‭07/07/25 - 09/07/25 - Year 6 Transition Days‬

‭10/07/25 - Summer Concert‬

‭14/07/25 - Year 9 Graduation Ceremonies (further details will follow via email)‬

‭15/07/25 - Sports Day (weather dependent)‬

‭18/07/25 - Additional INSET Day (students will not be in school)‬

‭19/07/25 - Start of Summer Holidays‬

‭21/08/25 - GCSE Results Day‬


