
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Information – Please Read 

Changes to Free School Meals – September 2026 

There are important changes to free school meal eligibility from 1 September 2026.  These may 
affect your child. 

From April 2018, a child remained eligible even if their family circumstances changed. This 
protection will end on 31 August 2026. 

Eligibility Checks 

We must now check eligibility between the summer and autumn term every year. This applies to: 

• pupils who currently receive free school meals 
• families who wish to apply for free school meals for the first time and are eligible 

We are writing to you because: 

• your child has been recorded as free school meal eligible by their school 
• we have never received an application so cannot re-check your eligibility 

  

Our ref: FSM 
 
July 2026 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
 

Children & Young People 
Corporate Director: Vicky Schofield 
Learner Support Services 
Floor 1, East 1 
Wakefield One 
Burton Street 
Wakefield 
WF1 2EB 
T 01924 305061;  
E FSM@wakefield.gov.uk 
Typetalk calls welcome 

 



 

Next steps 

For your child to receive a free school meal in September you must: 

• scan the QR code after 03 July 2026 to apply for free school meals 
 

 

 
 
 
or visit 
www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/free-school-meals/ 

Once we have received your application, we will: 

• Notify you of our decision 
• Notify your child’s school of our decision 

Please note, without a valid application, your child cannot continue to receive free school 
meals from 01 September 2026. 

More information 

Further details can be found on our webpage. 

Alternatively, you can contact the Free School Meals Team: 

Telephone 01924 305061 

Email: fsm@wakefield.gov.uk 

Yours faithfully 

 

Free School Meals Team 

Wakefield Council 
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