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March 2025

Dear Parents or Carers,

It is important at Outwood Academy Adwick and Outwood Grange Academies Trust, that we support children
and families by providing school meals that are nutritious and affordable. For a long time increases in school
meal prices have been minimal but as the cost of providing school meals is rising substantially this is becoming
very difficult to maintain. From April 2025 the cost of a school ‘meal deal’ will increase from £2.90 to £3.20
with all other items increasing by 10%. For those who receive free school meals the amount credited to your
child’s account will be adjusted accordingly.

Important Update on Free School Meals — Action Required Before 28 March 2025

We want to remind you about an important change to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility rules coming into
effect from | April 2025. Currently, children who qualify for FSM are protected for a set period, even if their
family’s circumstances change. However, from | April 2025, this transitional protection will end. This means
that:

e Any child already receiving FSM before this date will continue to receive them until they finish their
current phase of education (i.e. primary or secondary school).

e Any new applications from | April 2025 onwards will be subject to regular checks, and eligibility
may change if financial circumstances improve.

What This Means for You
If your child already receives FSM, there is no change until they finish their current school phase.

If your child is not currently receiving FSM but may be eligible, we strongly encourage you to apply before 28
March 2025. Any application approved before this date will secure FSM under the current protection rules.

What You Need to Do
V' Check if you are eligible — FSM is available to families receiving certain benefits.

4 Apply before 28 March 2025 to ensure your child’s eligibility is protected.

V Submit your application online - Apply for FSM.

If you have any questions or need any support in making an application please contact the Academy for
confidential support.
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Yours faithfully

P —

Vicky Gray
Associate Principal




