
​Outwood Academy Bydales Newsletter​

​Half Term 6 - July 2025​

​Dear Parent / Carer,​

​Welcome to my last Academy update for this academic year.  As always we’ve had plenty of events taking​

​place to share with you; keep an eye out for the latest edition of the Personal Development Newsletter​

​for more information about some of these, and some great pictures too!  If you don’t follow us on​

​Facebook or Instagram please consider doing so, our social media team does a fantastic job of sharing​

​what is happening in school for you to see.​

​Trips and events this half term include:​

​●​ ​Year 11 leavers celebrations and Prom​

​●​ ​Sports Leaders trips to support Area athletics competitions​

​●​ ​Year 9 & 10 geography field trip to Saltburn, Redcar and Middlesbrough​

​●​ ​KS3 rounders competition​

​●​ ​Year 7 have visited Pickering Castle​

​●​ ​Year 10 students visited both Middlesbrough College and Prior Pursglove or Redcar College for​

​an insight into their post 16 options​

​●​ ​Litter picking in the local community​

​●​ ​Dear Evan Hansen musical visit to York​

​●​ ​Summer music concert, plus a performance at St Mark’s Church in Marske​

​●​ ​Student voice conference at Milner Hotel, York​

​●​ ​Year 6 induction ready to join in September​

​●​ ​Year 9 graduation​

​●​ ​Camp Cambodia trip​

​●​ ​And finally we had great weather for our whole school Sports Day!​

​Return to School​

​I can now confirm that as we did at the start of this academic year, the Academy will reopen to students​

​over two days in September:​

​●​ ​Students in Years 7 and Year 11 will return to school on Wednesday 3 September at 8.20 am.​

​●​ ​Students in Years 8, Year 9, and Year 10 will join Year 7 and Year 11 and will return on Thursday​

​4 September at 8.20 am.​

​Details of the 2025/2026 term dates and closure days can be found at:​​Term Dates and Closures 2025/​​26.​

https://www.bydales.outwood.com/term-dates-and-closures


​There has been a slight change to the school day that I shared previously following the suspension of the​

​strike action.  The 5 minute registration period during the day has now been removed, so the school day​

​will finish​​5 minutes earlier​​than previously communicated,​​it will now be​​14:50 pm​​rather than 14:55​

​pm.  Everything from break time onwards will move forward by 5 minutes.  Students are still expected to​

​be on site by 8:20 am.​

​Students haven’t received their new timetables for September before the end of term due to the delays in​

​confirming the structure of the school day.  These will be available to view in the parent or student portal​

​in oCloud from Monday 01 September 2025, with copies given to students on their first day back.  New​

​Year 7 students will have theirs posted later in the summer break as these parents are unable to access​

​the portal until they join us fully on roll in September.​

​Outwood Performer of the Year​

​I’m delighted to share with you that our Outwood Performer of the Year group performed fantastically​

​on Tuesday in Doncaster and were rewarded by winning the award for Ambition due to the complexity of​

​their musical theatre piece, which included singing, dancing and some really clever choreography!  We’re​

​rightly proud of the students involved, and thanks to Miss Pressley, Mrs Trenholm and Mrs Woodward for​

​all they did to support the students over the last few months.​

​Praise Point Swap Shop…​

​We finished the year with 124752 praise points awarded this academic year, more than double last year.​

​This is a fantastic recognition of the excellent contributions our students continue to make to the​

​Academy.  Our praise point swap shop will remain open next year, but totals will be reset to zero starting​

​in September.​

​Attendance​

​At Outwood Academy Bydales, excellent attendance and punctuality is our aim for every child and we set​

​an attendance target of 100% for all students. Parents and carers play a critical role in helping us promote​

​good attitudes towards attendance. It is important that we ensure that children are present at every​

​opportunity, arriving on time, and are not being taken out of the Academy without authorisation. A​

​child's attendance is monitored closely, and we will follow up unexplained absences with parents or​

​carers.​

​Reminder -  Uniform and Equipment Expectations​

​Our uniform expectations are clear, students must be in black school trousers or box pleat style skirts​

​and tights with plain black socks and school shoes free from embellishments and/or decorations.  School​

​blazers should be worn with a plain white school shirt and our school tie.  The school tie and blazer are​

​the only branded items of uniform we insist on students wearing, attached​​here​​is a link to our website​

​with our full policy and a detailed guide.​

https://www.bydales.outwood.com/uniform


​No jewellery except a wrist watch or medical alert bracelet or necklace is allowed to be worn in the​

​Academy.  If students are considering getting a piercing we ask that this is done at the start of the​

​summer holidays so that it can be removed for school.  No student will be allowed to wear any piercing​

​in the school building - with no exceptions.  Polished or false nails and false eyelashes are also not allowed​

​to be worn in school, and make-up must be discrete.  These rules also apply in our Reflection Room and​

​in our PLC and Bridge provision.​

​Students will not be allowed to cross the purple line into school unless they are adhering to these​

​expectations.  If students refuse, parents will be contacted and asked to support with ensuring these​

​expectations are met.  If students continue to refuse to meet these expectations then a suspension may​

​have to be issued, we would ask for your support to avoid this by ensuring your children arrive at school​

​in the full correct uniform.​

​Students should also have a bag with them to carry their planner and the essential equipment students​

​need for school.  The basic equipment your child will require when we return in September is:​

​●​ ​A black pen​

​●​ ​A red pen​

​●​ ​A pencil and pencil sharpener​

​●​ ​A ruler​

​●​ ​An eraser​

​Other equipment such as whiteboard markers, highlighters, scientific calculators and geometry sets can​

​be useful for students to have their own, but we will lend these when they are required.​

​We can also confirm that KS3 students will require football boots for PE when we return in September,​

​KS4 students will require them for some activities, they will be given advanced notice of when in PE​

​lessons next year.​

​Staffing Changes​

​Sadly at the end of the year we are saying goodbye to some members of staff, we wish them all well as​

​they start new roles both in and out of education.​

​Miss Cuccato - Teacher of geography​

​Mr Gonzalez - Teacher of MFL​

​Mrs Hansford - Teacher of MFL​

​Mrs Lawler - Teacher of science​

​Mrs Robinson - English 1:1 tutor​

​We would like to welcome several new members of staff joining our team to start the new year in​

​September. These are;​



​Miss Hitchin - Teacher of art and DT​

​Mr Lawrence - Teacher of PE​

​Mrs Moore - Teacher of science​

​Mr Renahan - Teacher of English​

​Also, Miss Lawn, our Year 7 Learning Manager will be starting her maternity leave after the summer​

​holiday.  We wish her well with her impending arrival!  Miss McQuillan will be covering her maternity​

​leave and become the Learning Manager for Year 8 in September.​

​And finally…​

​If you or your child need support during the holidays your child’s planner contains the contact details for​

​organisations that provide year-round support and assistance (page 11-12). We have our own mental​

​health and wellbeing website which contains links and resources that you may find useful should you need​

​them (​​https://mentalwellbeing.outwood.com/home​​).​

​I would like to wish you and your family all the very best for a safe, and enjoyable summer break and look​

​forward to seeing the students back in the academy in September.​

​Mr Rob McGreal​

​Principal​

​Outwood Academy Bydales​

​Key Dates and Events​

​18/07/25 - PD Day - No students in school​

​21/07/25 - PD Day - No students in school​

​21/08/25 - GCSE Results Day - 9:00 am​

​01/09/25 - PD Day - No students in school​

​02/09/25 - PD Day - No students in school​

​03/09/25 - Year 7 and Year 11 - Students return to school for the new academic year​

​04/09/25 - Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 students return to school for the new academic year​

https://mentalwellbeing.outwood.com/home

