SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Outwood Primary Academy Lofthouse Gate

Academic & Community Highlights

21st May 2026

Dear Parents, Carers, and Friends,

As we approach the end of another incredibly productive half term, | want to take a
moment to reflect on the brilliant achievements of our pupils and thank you for
your continued partnership.

From academic milestones to community-focused projects, it has been a privilege to
watch our children thrive. Here is a look back at what we have accomplished
together over the last few weeks.

Resilient Year 6 Pupils

Our Year 6 children recently completed their Key Stage 2 assessments. | could not
be prouder of the maturity they demonstrated; they approached the week with a
calm, collected attitude and showed immense resilience. It was a wonderful
opportunity for them to showcase years of hard work. To celebrate their efforts,
the children enjoyed a well-deserved pizza party and an afternoon of fun and
games last Friday.

Happy Shoesday & Active Travel

It was wonderful to see so many children participating in 'Happy Shoesday' this
week! They were incredibly excited to share stories of how they travelled to school.
As a reminder, we actively encourage active travel and provide secure bike and
scooter racks on-site to support this.

Reception Collection System

Thank you to our Reception parents for your patience and cooperation as we

embed our new end-of-day collection system. While the process was slightly slower

yesterday, it resulted in a much calmer environment. Most importantly, it

Cignificantly enhances the safety of our children, which is always our absolute
priority.
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Attendance Focus

Our whole-school
attendance this week
stands at 96.9%.
Regrettably, this takes us
Just below our school
target, largely due to a
rise in term-time
holidays.

Evegy day of school
missed impacts a child's
learning journey.

On a brighter note, a
huge congratulations to
L, who achieved a
perfect 100%
attendance this week!

The Outwood Diploma:

Actively Contributing to Our Community

This half term, our pupils have been engaging with our Diploma work,
focusing on projects that actively contribute to the local community and
broaden their horizons.

. Year 2 Big Coffee Afternoon: Year 2 hosted a fantastic event, @

inviting families for an afternoon of games and activities. Together,
we successfully raised funds for a brilliant local charity and secured
a special end-of-year treat for the Year 2 pupils.

. Year 3 Intergenerational Sewing Project: As part of their Design ®

and Technology curriculum, Year 3 welcomed family and friends to
assist with their sewing. It was wonderful to see different
generations collaborating so beautifully on a collective cause.

. Year 4 "Take One Picture" Participating in the National Gallery's ®

initiative, Year 4 investi%ated the painting 'A Muse'. Focusing on
intricate details, the children brilliantly recreated the dragons
featured on the arms of the chair.

. Year 5 Opera Performance: Our Year 5 pupils took to the stage ®

this week, deliverin

: an outstanding opera performance to the
school community.

e talent and confidence on display were truly

inspiring.

. J

JUNE |

School reopens

W/C JUNE |

Year 4 Multiplication
Check week

W/C JUNE |

Year | Phonics Screening
Check Week

JUNE 10

SEND Coffee & Chat
Cancelled

JUNE ||

UNICEF Soccer Aid
World Cup Launch - wear
a football shirt
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Safeguarding Hub

Understanding Al

As part of our commitment to keeping children safe online, we want to address the rapidly evolving world of
Artificial Intelligence (Al).

What is Al?

Artificial Intelligence refers to computer systems or apps that can mimic human intelligence. This includes tools
that can write essays, create artwork, solve problems, or chat interactively (such as ChatGPT, Snapchat’s 'My Al', or
image-generation tools).

Potential Issues for Primary-Aged Children
While Al offers exciting educational possibilities, it presents distinct challenges for primary school children:
. Inappropriate Content: Al chatbots can sometimes generate responses, themes, or images that are mature or
unsuitable for young children.
. Misinformation: Al models can create factual errors with high confidence (often called 'hallucinations'), which
children may accept as absolute truth. . . N .
. Privacy & Data Collection: Many Al tools require personal data or log user conversations, raising data privacy
concerns for minors.

Further Support: For guidance on mana, in%Al and digital safety at home, please explore the excellent resources
available on the Internet Matters and NSPCC websites.

Water Safety over Half Term _
With the holidays approaching, please be aware of local water safety events running over the half-term week.
Ensuring our children understand the dangers of open water is a vital life skill.

Every summer, people are tempted to jump into or swim in oEen water, unaware of or ignoring the dangers.
Tragically, young people aged 10 to 29, predominantly males, are the most high-risk group for open water fatalities.

From 25 to 30 May, West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service is running a programme of free, practical activities to
show the dangers and the actions people can take in an emergency, and it is appealing to teenagers in particular to
attend. These events are as follows:

. Monday 25 May - Swan and Cygnet (Bob |_a|<eR
- Wednesday 27 May - The ngvvorth Wakefield
. Thursdag 8 May - Pugngs ountry Park

. Friday 29 May - Anglers Country Park

. Saturday 30 May - Swan and Cygnet (Bob Lake)

K(AII sessions between | lam and 2pm) )

Summer Weather Readiness

As next week promises warmer weather, we are hopeful that summer is finally on its way.
Please ensure your child comes to school prepared for the sunshine with:
. Areusable water bottle to ensure they stay hydrated throughout the day
. A named sun hat, this doesn’t need to have the school logo
. Put on long-lasting sun cream before school .
k . On very hot days, a named bottle of sun cream (which they can apply themselves) )

Thank you for your ongoing support. | wish you all a safe, restful, and happy half-term break. | look forward
to welcoming you all back on Monday |st June, 2026.
Warm regards, Emma Cadman


https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
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