
GCSE Externally Set Assignment 

AO1  Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of sources 

●​ Initial ideas exploration 
●​ Artist research 
●​ Cultural influences 
●​ Purposeful photoshoot 

AO2  Refine work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and 
processes 

●​ Experiments with range of 
media 

●​ Composition exploration 
●​ Colour development 

AO3  Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to intentions 
as work progresses 

●​ Ability to record – skill in 
drawing, painting, modelling, 
photography etc 

●​ Range of recording methods 
●​ Annotation explaining ideas 

AO4  Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language 

●​ Purposeful and thoughtful 
response 

●​ Final piece showing creative 
and personal ideas 

 

 Class tasks Home learning 
6.1 Initial exploration and mind map Select first artist to research 
13.1 Artist research page including practical study and 

your opinion 
Fully complete mind map 

20.1 Artist research page including practical study and 
your opinion 

Fully complete artist research 

27.1 Second artist research page including practical 
study and your opinion 

Photoshoot relating to theme 

3.2 Observation drawings relating to topic Observation drawing of small detail 
10.2 Initial ideas – drawing and annotating to explain Collect relevant source material  
HALF TERM Complete any unfinished work 
24.2 Experiment with materials and techniques Plan purposeful photoshoot 
3.3 Experiment with materials and techniques Complete purposeful photoshoot 
10.3 Extra artist research on refined topic  
17.3 Experiment with materials/techniques influenced 

by artists 
Detailed drawing relating to theme 
 

24.3 Experiment with colour and composition  
EASTER  Complete any unfinished work 
14.4 Experiment with scale Complete any unfinished work 
21.4 Final idea and mock-up Complete any unfinished work 
28.4 SUPERVISED TIME  

 


