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20 June 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,

| wrote to you all in April 2025, when we returned for the summer about a change in how we would
support students to improve uniform standards in the Academy. | wanted to update you on the
success of the uniform ‘swap shop’ in reducing the number of students who arrive without the

correct uniform and therefore not ready for the day.

In our Positive Discipline for Learning policy we provide clear expectations of parents/carers around
uniforms. Providing a welcoming environment for students begins with our first interaction with
them as they arrive on site in the morning. These interactions can be negative ones when a student’s

uniform has been challenged by staff at the gate. The policy states that parents/carers should:
“Ensure that their child arrives at school wearing the correct uniform and wearing it properly.”

| recognise for many working parents/carers that this can provide a challenge if your child leaves for
school after you have left for work in the morning. In addition to this our uniform guide which can
be found at the end of this letter. This provides images of what uniform is acceptable and what is not.

It is not open for localised variation and is consistent across all of our family of schools.

Our principal concerns that require your attention lie in the following:
I. The wearing of flared trousers that are not permitted
2. The wearing of false eye lashes which is not permitted.
Students who refuse to borrow the correct uniform and refuse to attend a sanction space as

a result of this decision.

At Outwood Academy Bishopsgarth we recognise the cost of uniform can also be challenging for
families. You will see that we have removed the branded uniform for most items, and will as always

provide a full uniform bundle to any new student coming to join the Academy. Should you be in need
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of support in securing uniform a ‘hardship application’ can be found here. This is treated in the
strictest confidence, and support with its completion can be obtained by emailing

enquiries@bishopsgarth.outwood.com.

| want to take this opportunity to thank parents/carers of students in Year |0 who have embarked on
their first ever set of examinations in their school lifetime this week. They have dramatically
improved their attendance and punctuality and set the ‘bar’ now for the next |2 months. | look

forward to meeting many of you at our upcoming results event.

| will be writing to you all again shortly with details of term dates and examination dates for next

year.

We appreciate your cooperation in reinforcing these expectations at home. By working together, we

can ensure that all students thrive in a structured and supportive environment.

If you have any questions regarding these expectations, please do not hesitate to contact the

Academy office. Thank you for your continued support.

Yours faithfully,

Mr J Rhodes

Principal
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