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VALLEY

22 May 2026
Dear Parents and Carers
Hot Weather, Expectations and Standards Reminder

As we are coming into the summer months and the temperature will start to increase, | am writing to
remind you of our policy regarding uniform during hot weather. Students will be expected to wear blazers
in all schools unless the Principal decides otherwise, as you saw yesterday when a message was sent home

saying that today would be an ‘optional’ blazer day due to the increased temperatures.

Over the last few weeks, we have seen a small increase in the number of students arriving in flared
‘Lycra-style’ trousers, ‘rolled’ skirts, wearing jewellery (including earrings/tongue-bars/other
piercings etc), unnatural hair colour and/or false nails and false eyelashes. Skirts should not be
rolled as we expect smart dress to be worn appropriately. As a reminder, the Academy’s jewellery policy is
that students are only permitted to wear a watch (not a Smart watch). Hair colour and hair styles should
be natural and sensible, with no extremes of colour or style. Students are not allowed to wear nail polish
or false nails (including clear polish, gels, acrylics, extensions and Shellac). Noticeable make-up including
fake-tan, eye shadow, liner or mascara is not allowed. Make-up, if worn, must be discreet and the decision
as to what qualifies rests with the Principal and senior leaders. False eyelashes and eyelash extensions which

have been individually bonded to natural lashes must also not be worn.

Please support the Academy in maintaining our high standards by ensuring that your child is conforming to

the Academy’s Uniform Policy and Guide.

We have also seen an increase in the number of students borrowing ties from Student Services and more
importantly, not returning the tie at the end of the day, resulting in a sanction. To purchase a school tie,

please visit the School Shop on the Parental Payments section of the website.
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| also want to remind you of the correct footwear.

Only all black shoes are allowed to be worn with
the uniform. Discreet, all black embellishments and
decorations are allowed - please see the images for
reference. No colour, chains, large or inappropriate
embellishments and/or decorations are allowed.

No trainer-like shoes, boots, pumps or canvas

shoes (including “Vans”) will be allowed. Heels

should be no higher than 2.5cm/linch. Kickers are
allowed. Students should wear black socks with
trousers and black tights with skirts. Principal discretion will be applied where appropriate. If students are
not wearing the correct footwear they will be expected to borrow a pair of shoes from Student
Information Desk/Student Reception/Learning Manager - the shoes will be treated with a hygienic spray

before and after each use.

At Outwood Academy Valley we believe that a smart uniform instils discipline, improves self-esteem,
focuses attention upon learning and away from distractions, and gives pupils a sense of pride in their
appearance and the academic community they represent. We ask that the uniform is worn appropriately
and in its entirety at all times. Our uniform expectations can be found in student planners. You can also

view this information in the Uniform Policy and Guide available on the academy’s website. | have also

attached an easy to view document for your reference.

Finally, after seeing Year || getting off to a really good start to their GCSE’s, | look forward to welcoming
students back into the Academy on Monday | June 2026 at 8.10am for registration and a prompt start of
lessons at 8.15am.

| wish you all a sunny May half term break.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours faithfully

Pl

Mr D Cavill

Principal


https://www.valley.outwood.com/uniform

Uniform Guide

We believe that a smart uniform improves discipline, self-
esteem and self-respect. Uniform focuses attention upon

learning and away from distractions. So that all pupils have a
sense of pride in their appearance, we ask that the uniform
is worn appropriately and in its entirety, as described below.

Shirt - school or plain white,
long or shore sleeved shirt
with a stiff collar.

Tie - schoaol clip-on tie
available to buy from school,
Trutex Direct and approved
loscal uniform suppliers.

Jacket - black school jacker
with school logo available
o buy from Truces Direct
and approved local uniform
suppliers.

Trousers - black milored
formal soyle trousers womn
with full, plain black socks, not
rainer socks.

Shoes - plain black shoes

frae from embellishments and
decoratons. Heels should be

ne higher than 2 5em/ | inch.

Mo trainers, boors, pumps or
carvas shoes. Please refer to

the Uniform Policy for more

informacion.

OUTWOOD

Students are reminded that

= sleeves on shires, jumpers oF
jackers must not be rolled up at
any mme;

* shirts must be tucked in;

* ties must not be defaced with
writing or by pulling threads;

* school bags must be large enough
to fit a school planner and A4
workbooks:

* only badges agreed by the school
may be worn on jackets. Ocher
b:ndgu. &g charity I:uu:lges, IMLST
only be on cutdoor coats or bags;

* consequences can'will be issued
for any uniform misdemeanowr.

Optional ¥ Neck Jumper - black
full length sleeved V neck jumper
with no logo other than an
Owtwood logo. Mot sweatshirc
material and not round neck
jumpers.

Optional Outdoor Coats - should
be fic for purpose and have no large
logos. Please note thar hoodies,

fur, denim and studded leather
jackets are not allowed. We also
recommend that children who walk,
scoot or cycle to schoaol wear an
ivemy with high visibilicy, particularly
in the darker winter months.

Septernber 2025

Tunic Dress - tunic dress

- black, with school logo
vailable o buy from Trucex
Direct and approved local
uniform suppliers.

Shirt - black, 27 box pleat skirt
which sits at least on or just
above the knee. Must be worn
with black tights. Skirts must
not be rolled up.

Tights - plain black, opague
{not patterned) and a
minimum of 40 denier.
Mothing else should be worn
on top or under the tights
such as addidonal socks.
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