
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Information – Please Read 

Changes to Free School Meals – September 2026 

There are important changes to free school meal eligibility from 1 September 2026.  These may 
affect your child. 

From April 2018, a child remained eligible even if their family circumstances changed. This 
protection will end on 31 August 2026. 

Eligibility Checks 

We must now check eligibility between the summer and autumn term every year. This applies to: 

• pupils who currently receive free school meals 
• families who wish to apply for free school meals for the first time and are eligible 

We are writing to you because: 

• your child was deemed eligible for Free School Meals before 01 June 2026 
•  we have completed this year’s checks. 

We can now update our system and notify schools of any changes before September 2026.  

Our ref: FSM 
 
July 2026 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
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Eligibility Categories 

Eligibility categories are below.  Please read this information in full so you can understand what 
this means for you and your child: 

Eligible – Targeted 

This applies to you if your household receives: 

• Universal Credit with a household income of £7,400 a year or less 
• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• the guarantee element of Pension Credit 
• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• support as a family with no recourse to public funds (NRPF) 

Your child can: 

• continue to have a free school meal 
• continue to access other services such as the Wakefield Happy Healthy Holidays 

programme 
• continue to receive additional support through school 

Your child’s school will also receive additional Pupil Premium funding. 

With Transitional Protection having been in place, the information held by our Free School Meals 
Team may be out of date.  Using the link below, please could you take a moment to complete a 
short form so your details can be updated. 

https://wakefield-dash.achieveservice.com/service/Free_School_Meals___Records_Update 
 

Eligible – Expanded 

This applies to you if your household receives: 

• Universal Credit with a household income of £7401 or more 
 

Your child can: 

• Have a free school meal 
 

With Transitional Protection having been in place, the information held by our Free School Meals 
Team may be out of date.  Using the link below, please could you take a moment to complete a 
short form so your details can be updated. 

https://wakefield-dash.achieveservice.com/service/Free_School_Meals___Records_Update


 

https://wakefield-dash.achieveservice.com/service/Free_School_Meals___Records_Update 

Not eligible  

This means you do not qualify for Free School Meals from 01 September 2026.  This applies to you 
if: 

• Your household no longer receives any support as detailed above 
 

Your child can: 

• No longer have a free school meal.  You must make alternative arrangements for their lunch. 
 

If you think you should be eligible, use the link below to provide supporting evidence.  We will 
review our decision once we receive it. 

https://wakefield-dash.achieveservice.com/service/Free_School_Meals___Documentary_Evidence_Provision 

Need more information?  

Further details can be found on our webpage. 

Alternatively, you can contact the Free School Meals Team: 

Telephone 01924 305061 

Email: fsm@wakefield.gov.uk 

Yours faithfully 

 

Free School Meals Team 

Wakefield Council 
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