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It is my pleasure to share the Outwood Academy Normanby newsletter with you at the end 
of the summer term. I hope you are able to take a few moments to enjoy reading about all 
that our students have been doing this term. 

Please note that the Great British Summer Savings scheme is providing a summer 
reduction in VAT on children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to 
cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of 
attractions. Combined with free bus travel during August for children aged 5 to 15 in 
England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that enrich children's lives 
outside the classroom. Morrisons cafes are also offering free family breakfasts - a bowl of 
cereal and piece of fruit - throughout the summer break.

As one year ends we look ahead to the next! I look forward to welcoming our students 
back to school on Wednesday 2 September (Years 7 and 11) and Thursday 3 September (all 
students in school).

Thank you to everyone who helps to make our school community special - students, staff, 
volunteers, families - I wish you all a restful summer holiday.

Mark Robinson

A message from our Principal
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Key dates
GCSE results day - Thursday 20 August 2026, 9am
Year 7 and Year 11 students return - Wednesday 2 September 2026, 8.25am
Year 8, 9 and 10 students return - Thursday 3 September 2026, 8.25am
School photographs for Year 7 and 11 students - Tuesday 8 September 2026
Year 7 parents and carers welcome evening - Tuesday 8 September 2026, 4-6pm
Year 6 open evening - Tuesday 29 September 2026, 5-7pm
Flu vaccines for all year groups - Thursday 1 October 2026
Last day of term - Friday 23 October 2026
Return to school - Monday 2 November 2026

Contact
Please note that your child’s learning manager or teachers may not always be available to 
take your call immediately during the school day due to teaching and learning 
commitments. Parents should leave a message with Reception and we will endeavour to 
return all calls within 48 hours.

We love to hear your feedback, and comments are very welcome. To leave feedback, please 
contact us at enquiries@normanby.outwood.com.

Outwood Academy Normanby
Normanby Road
Middlesbrough
TS6 9AG

enquiries@normanby.outwood.com

01642 454577

mailto:enquiries@normanby.outwood.com
mailto:enquiries@normanby.outwood.com
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Students from across the year groups were invited 
to work with the lead architects involved in the 
reimagining of the Eston Recreation Ground 
redevelopment project. The Newcastle 
University lecturers delivered three sessions, the 
first two focusing on student feedback about what 
they would like to see in their own area. Following 
this, the final session was a visual and interactive 
representation of what their ideas could be 
translated into through the use of a large scale 
model. 

Our India PD group students and staff worked together 
recently with an Out There project to support our 
community. Students raised funds by selling ice pops at 
break time to buy food for the local South Bank Community 
Grocery. Thank you to everyone involved!
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Our students were complimented on their maturity and ability to exchange feedback with the 
lead professionals. The opportunity to become involved in a large project like this is one which 
most people never get, and is one our students are sure to cherish. 

2026
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The Year 6 transition week has been a triumph from start to finish, filled with an 
incredible sense of energy, enthusiasm, and a fantastic glimpse into secondary school life. Our 
Year 6 students dove headfirst into a sampler of lessons designed to spark their curiosity and 
confidence. In the design technology workshops, they showcased their creativity and practical 
skills, even crafting custom bookmarks to take home. Moving from the workshops to the 
languages department, the classrooms came alive with the sounds of a new language as 
students rapidly learned how to introduce themselves in Spanish. To ground their thoughts 
during this milestone, they also spent time reflecting on their personal goals, writing letters to 
their future selves that will be returned to them at the end of their school journey in 2031.

Beyond the classroom, the school community truly came together during break times and 
lunch hours. The social spaces were buzzing with excitement all week, dominated by 
fast-paced, friendly matches of table football and table tennis. These games provided the perfect 
icebreaker, allowing students from different primary schools to mingle, laugh, and form new 
friendships in a relaxed environment.  Social times were made even better by the roaring 
success of our school lunches. The Year 6 students thoroughly enjoyed sampling the wide 
variety of hot meals and desserts on offer in the dining hall, with many commenting on how 
much they were looking forward to lunchtime being a daily highlight.
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The enthusiasm didn’t stop at the end of the day, either. We were absolutely delighted to see 
record-breaking attendance at our after-school enrichment clubs, which gave the Year 6s a 
true taste of our extracurricular programme. Whether they were sharpening their teamwork 
on the football pitch, getting creative with fabrics in textiles, exploring new sounds in music, 
tackling advanced logic puzzles in Axiom Maths, or strategising over board games, their 
engagement was exemplary. Seeing so many young people eager to stay behind and try new 
things speaks volumes about the character of this cohort.
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Above all, our staff loved every single 
moment spent getting to know these 
wonderful young people. To wrap up 
such a brilliant week, we capped things 
off with a joyful end-of-the-week 
celebration. We captured countless 
smiles and proud moments in photos 
that will create lasting memories of 
their first proper week with us. It is 
already abundantly clear that this Year 
6 group is more than ready for the 
exciting adventure ahead, and we 
cannot wait to officially welcome 
them back in September.
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We said a fond farewell to our Year 11 
students at our Leavers’ Breakfast at 
the end of the exam season. 

What a wonderful opportunity to come 
together and share memories of the past 
five years!
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What an incredible performance from Joseph and Riley! 
They represented Outwood Academy Normanby with 
pride as they performed a scene from Blood Brothers at 
the Outwood Performer of the Year event at The Cast 
Theatre in Doncaster.

The boys delivered their performance with outstanding 
commitment, discipline, and creativity, making everyone at 
Outwood Normanby incredibly proud. Congratulations to 
you both – you should be so proud of what you achieved!

Our Year 7 and Year 8 students in science have 
recently been completing a rainbow density 
challenge where they have used their practical 
science and maths skills to create a rainbow stack of 
liquids in a test tube. 

This involved measuring the volume and mass of 
different liquids to then calculate their density 
before applying their knowledge of density to create 
the layers.
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As we draw an end to a very successful academic year at Outwood Academy Normanby, we 
can look back and celebrate the hard work, dedication and achievements of our students.

This year we have celebrated over 4500 individual pieces of work in our Proud Thursday 
praise initiative. In which almost every student has received recognition from their classroom 
teacher from a variety of different subjects every week. 

As an academy, praising students who get things right in and out of lessons is a key priority as 
we look to create an environment where students are encouraged to make positive choices 
and are rightfully rewarded when they do so. Whether it be through post-cards or positive 
verbal feedback - we really do appreciate the effort shown across the entire year by our 
students.

We are celebrating achievements this year once again as we take our yearly praise and  
rewards trip to Flamingo Land. Over 250 students experienced a day out, visiting the zoo and 
riding rollercoasters alongside our staff. We are proud of their continued effort in lessons and 
their continued commitment to improving or maintaining above average attendance. 
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We continue to celebrate excellent attendance 
and support students and their families to ensure every 
opportunity is taken to be in school learning. Recent 
highlights have been our World Cup breakfasts and 
Cole winning our family feast prize!

Students dressed in their finery and danced the night away at our Leavers’ Prom held at 
Kirkleatham Walled Garden. We were blessed with wonderful sunshine and good company 
to celebrate the end of Year 11.
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Students in Malaysia - one of our Year 
10 PD groups - hosted a Year 10 
football tournament this term. The 
funds they raised from the tournament 
and from selling refreshments will 
support their Outwood Out There 
project. Great news!

We are so proud of our Year 9 and Year 10 students who have just 
completed the BeInspired programme at the Outwood 
Institute of Education in Redcar.  Working alongside team members 
and undergraduate students from Teesside University, our pupils got 
a real taste of what life is like after secondary school. 

Our Year 9 students kicked things off by diving into hands-on group 
challenges. They did a fantastic job collaborating, problem-solving, 
and pitching their ideas, learning exactly what it takes to bring a big 
project to life as a team.
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Our Year 10 students focused on the practical skills they'll need as they start taking their next 
steps. They stuck their teeth into interactive workshops all about mastering interviews, 
presenting themselves with confidence, and exploring what makes a CV stand out to 
employers. 

We hope they come home feeling inspired, motivated, and a lot more confident about the 
exciting paths ahead of them. Well done to everyone involved!
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Some of our Year 10 students stepped into the future as they attended the College 
Discovery Day at Prior Pursglove College this term.  The day was packed with 
opportunities designed to take the mystery out of post-16 education and help students 
begin shaping their next steps.

The visit gave students a genuine taste of college life. They had the chance to explore 
the campus, meet the college staff, and ask practical questions about what to expect 
after school.

A major highlight of the day was the interactive sample lessons. Students jumped into 
taster sessions for various subjects, getting a firsthand look at the differences between 
high school and college-level study. Whether testing out new subjects or diving deeper 
into familiar ones, these sessions provided invaluable insight to support their upcoming 
post-16 choices.

Discovery days like this are crucial for building confidence ahead of transition 
milestones. We are incredibly proud of how maturely our students conducted 
themselves. 
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It's been a great half term for the ARP! Rhylee-Jay and Kingsley 
won the Stranger Sagas 2026 - Secrets In The Silence - Young 
Writers competition. We were also winners of the Tennis 
Panathlon Competition sponsored by The Panathlon 
Foundation, Smile Through Sport and Redcar & Eston School 
Sport Partnership. We also had a lot of fun whilst learning about 
history at the Ryedale Folk Museum.
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Year 10 students have been working towards their Expedition section of the Bronze Duke 
of Edinburgh's Award. They completed training in navigation, mapwork and route planning, as 
well as learning how to cook a meal on a stove. First Aid and safety in the outdoors was 
covered too, before they undertook a 10km practice walk, before spending a weekend camping 
in the North Yorkshire Moors. 

The students walked from Guisborough and made their own way across to Westerdale, just 
outside of Kildale, where they camped overnight, before making their way back across the 
moors to Guisborough. The group enjoyed the free time in the evening, playing team games and 
chatting - there is no mobile phone signal at the camp!. All in all, they walked around 25km over 
the weekend, in some very demanding conditions and had a thoroughly enjoyable time.
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Students attended the recent 
TS6 Project community 
conference at Inspire to 
Learn. Their suggestions 
reflected a range of positive 
and creative ideas aimed at 
making the community a 
better place for everyone.  

On Monday 22 June, our Year 10 students visited 
Redcar & Cleveland College for an exciting Discovery 
Day, giving them the chance to explore some of the 
opportunities available after Year 11.

Throughout the day, students took part in a range of 
hands-on activities, giving them a taste of different subject 
areas and helping them learn more about vocational 
courses, apprenticeships and what college life is really like. 
It was a great opportunity to ask questions, try something 
new and start thinking about the different paths they 
could take in the future.

The visit was a valuable experience, encouraging students 
to look ahead, explore their options and start thinking 
about their next steps beyond secondary school.
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Our Year 10 students recently spent a day at Middlesbrough College getting a feel for 
what life could be like after secondary school.

Thinking about the future can feel a bit overwhelming, which is why we love running these 
trips. It takes away the mystery and lets students see what college is actually like. During the 
visit, they got stuck into real taster lessons, chatted with tutors about different courses, and 
gathered plenty of information to help them figure out their next steps.

A huge shout-out must also go to our students for their absolutely brilliant conduct 
throughout the day. They represented our school wonderfully, showing great manners, asking 
thoughtful questions, and throwing themselves into every activity. We were incredibly proud of 
how maturely they conducted themselves.

The trust-wide Science Master 
competition has challenged our 
students’ scientific knowledge across 
three quiz rounds.  2 of our students 
in year 7 finished in the top 100 
across the Trust and a number of 
other students finished in the top 150. 
Well done!
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Our Year 7 students enjoyed a fantastic 
visit - held over two days due to high 
demand! - to the Ryedale Folk 
Museum to bring their social history 
studies to life. They explored historic 
buildings, handled authentic artefacts, 
and gained a brilliant hands-on 
understanding of how everyday life in 
Yorkshire has evolved over the 
centuries.
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Amelia, Ava and Rahaf recently visited Zoe’s 
Place, our local baby hospice, to donate the 
money their Outwood Out There team 
have raised to support families.

We’re proud of all that our students are 
doing to support our local community!

2026
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This term a small group of Year 10 students were given a unique opportunity to take part in 
a public speaking workshop held at Outwood Academy Acklam. 

The workshop was organised and led by judges and barristers, many of whom attended local 
schools, with the purpose of giving students an insight into the criminal justice system. 

Students from nine schools worked on a criminal case scenario, loosely based on the Spygate 
event that gave Middlesbrough FC a second chance at the play off finals. They explored the 
roles of the prosecution, the defence and took part in a sentencing exercise where they 
presented their case.

Our Year 10 students’ conduct and engagement was exemplary and they all thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. It looks like we may have some potential lawyers in the making!
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Huge congratulations to our Year 11 GCSE Art student, 
Lexi, who has reached the final stages of the 
Outwood Artist of the Year competition! From 
hundreds of entries across the Outwood Grange 
Academies Trust, Lexi was 
shortlisted for the finals, 
earning the incredible 
honor of having her 
artwork exhibited at the 
prestigious Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park.
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Curriculum update: what we’ve been learning in school

📚 English

In English year 7 students have been reading When The World Was Ours, developing their 
evaluation skills and their ability to understand different perspectives in historical fiction.

Year 8 students have been reading My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece, developing their ability 
to use relevant details and quotations by tracking the characters of Sunya and Jamie 
throughout the novel.

Year 9 students have been studying a number of modern short stories, enjoying classics such 
as The Monkey's Paw by W.W. Jacobs, The Lottery by Shirley Jackson, and Stephen King's 
Quitters Inc.

Year 10 students have been preparing for end of year assessments in both English Language 
and English Literature, and studying anthology poetry.

🏰 History

Year 7: Students have been investigating the devastating impact of the 14th-century plague by 
studying the real-life medieval village of Walsham. They’ve done a fantastic job utilising 
historical records to see how a global pandemic transformed a small English community.

Year 8: Students have been exploring the powerful stories of the women who shaped modern 
Britain, from the Suffragettes to the home front of the World Wars. They’ve engaged in great 
debates about the evolving fight for gender equality across the century.

Year 9: Students have traced the major political and social shifts that built the Britain we live in 
today. They have focused on key turning points, including post-war migration and the creation 
of the NHS and the Welfare State.

Year 10: Students have been working incredibly hard on their GCSE depth study, analysing the 
rise of the Nazi regime and life in dictatorship Germany. Alongside this, they have been 
mastering vital exam revision and source-analysis techniques. 
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🎨 Art

After exploring color theory and mastering foundational painting techniques, our Year 7 students 
are now diving into an artist study. This next step will deepen their practical knowledge and 
inspire them as they begin creating their own original artwork.

Our Year 8 students are studying the history of architecture, tracing its evolution from Neolithic 
structures through to Contemporary Expressionism. They will soon progress to analysing the 
works of contemporary illustrator Svetlana Wittmann to inspire their own designs.

Year 9 students are taking ownership of their creative journey by launching into independent 
artist studies. After selecting an artist who aligns with their personal interests and strengths, they 
will create master copies to develop the skills needed to produce their own original artwork.

Our Year 10 students are making great progress on their sustained projects—further focusing 
their ideas and chosen theme. They are recording using a variety of materials, techniques, and 
processes, showing accuracy, skill, and control in their recordings.

🏉 PE

This half term, in PE, students have continued developing their Head (Thinking), Heart 
(Character) and Hands (Physical) skills through Athletics and Cricket lessons. Students have been 
analysing peers' performances in Athletics, especially in the throwing events, javelin and shot put. 
They have also been critically thinking about their own tactical application in games of cricket and 
the best ways to outwit an opponent as a team. 
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🎭 Drama

Our Year 7 students have shown outstanding maturity, sensitivity, and discipline while exploring 
the tragic history of Aberfan through drama. This powerful subject matter has resulted in 
deeply moving work, highlighting their exceptional focus and respect throughout the term. 

Our Year 8 students have been tackling performance challenges using key scenes from 
well-known plays like Private Peaceful and Our Day Out. Their focus has been on mastering 
proxemics and levels, learning how to manipulate stage space and positioning to dynamically 
shift character relationships and heighten audience tension. 

Our Year 9 students have been exploring challenging texts like Mudlarks and The Pillowman by 
rehearsing and performing key extracts. Through this, they have learned how directors, 
performers, and designers collaborate and make creative decisions to communicate meaning 
and bring a performance to life. 
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Our Year 10 students have 
completed their study of Willy 
Russell’s Blood Brothers, 
focusing on a detailed analysis of 
the final scene. By exploring how 
performance skills and technical 
elements combine to build 
dramatic tension, they have 
deepened their understanding of 
the play's core themes and the 
impact of these creative choices 
on an audience. 
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      Maths

Year 7 students have mastered percentage calculations (including increases and decreases), core 
algebra skills (notation, substitution, and solving equations), and applying data skills to determine 
probability in various contexts. 

Year 8 students have successfully applied advanced percentage skills (reverse percentages, 
percentage change, and simple/compound interest), mastered calculating the area of circles and 
sectors, and learned to use standard form in real-life contexts. 

Year 9 students have investigated real-world probability and combined events using various data 
representations (including Venn diagrams, tables, and trees). They have also mastered right-angled 
triangle geometry, applying Pythagoras’ Theorem and trigonometry to find missing sides and 
angles. 

Year 10 students have learned to apply bearings to real-life contexts, solve ratio problems 
graphically, and apply percentage calculations to everyday situations. 

🌍 Geography

Year 7: Students have been exploring the incredible diversity of Africa’s ecosystems, from lush 
rainforests to arid deserts. They’ve done a brilliant job analysing how climate influences these 
biomes and how plants, animals, and humans adapt to survive in them.

Year 8: Students have been evaluating the complex environmental and social issues facing modern 
China. They’ve engaged in some fantastic debates surrounding the Yarlung Tsangpo Megadam, 
weighing up the benefits of renewable energy against the costs of human displacement and habitat 
destruction.

Year 9: Students have been investigating the powerful forces behind atmospheric hazards, including 
tropical cyclones, droughts, and extreme weather. They have focused on the science behind these 
events and analysed how different countries prepare for and respond to them.

Year 10: Students have been working hard on their GCSE global development unit, exploring the 
factors that cause economic inequality between countries. They have been analysing how trade, 
aid, and transnational corporations shape our interconnected world, whilst sharpening their exam 
case-study skills. 
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🎸 Music

In Year 8, students learned fundamental djembe drumming techniques, mastering the bass, 
tone, and slap sounds. Performing as an ensemble, they developed their timing through 
polyrhythms and call-and-response, while building essential skills in teamwork and active 
listening. 

In Year 9, students analysed and performed 1980s and 1990s popular music. They identified 
iconic features—like synthesisers, drum machines, and digital production—to discover how 
these elements shaped the distinctive sound of both decades. 

In Year 10, students developed their composition skills by focusing on creating effective 
melodies within a specific key. By utilising rhythm, repetition, sequence, and contrast, they 
learned to structure balanced, expressive phrases, refining their ideas through a process of 
drafting and editing. 
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Our Year 7 students have mastered basic ukulele skills, focusing 
on correct posture, string names, simple chords, and strumming 
patterns. They have built confidence by learning to maintain a 
steady rhythm, change chords smoothly, and perform simple 
songs. 
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🛠 Technology, Textiles & Catering

Year 7 students have been completing some very creative 
mobile phone holders in DT, Memphis style pencil cases in 
Textiles and a variety of dishes in Catering, including 
savoury rice, chicken nuggets, apple crumble.

In Year 8 students have been completing some fantastic 
nightlights, incorporating electronics, CAD/CAM and 
traditional skills in DT, Day of the Dead cushions in 
Textiles and some more advanced recipes in Catering, such 
as macaroni cheese, pizza and parmos!

In Year 9 students have worked on their timber storage 
boxes in DT, using 4 different wood joints and CAD/CAM, 
there have been some excellent and creative childrens' soft 
toys in Textiles and a range of exciting sweet and savoury 
dishes in Catering, including scones, citrus drizzle cakes, 
swiss roll, chocolate brownies.

Year 10 students have now started their final NEA 
(coursework in DT) and in Catering they are are working 
hard studying for mock exams. 

Year 11 Catering students have now completed their 
course and we look forward to seeing their hard work pay 
off on results day!
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🔬 Science

Year 7 have been learning about the greenhouse effect, the climate emergency and our impact 
on the planet from endangered species, habitat destruction to plastic in the oceans

Year 8 have been learning about static electricity, how to wire plugs, how to build 
electromagnets and how we use electromagnetism in the real world

Year 9 have been learning about how substances change state and how we can use this to 
identify whether something is a pure or impure substance, Archimedes Principle and how to 
identify the density of regular and irregular shaped objects

In Year 10 biology our students have been learning how species interact with each other and 
the ecosystem they inhabit as well as the impact of humans on the planet and how we can 
rectify this. In chemistry students have been learning about how we produce potable drinking 
water through different water treatments, how we can measure the impact of a product 
through its life cycle assessment and looking at sustainable resourcing. In physics students have 
been learning about how we can use Newton's Laws of motion in practical examples and 
about car physics around braking distances and the importance of car servicing and MOTs to 
ensure brakes and tyres are of sufficient quality to reduce the risk of accidents.
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Required PE Uniform:

● School Purple polo top
● Purple/black Outwood games jersey
● Black plain shorts/skort (not hot pant 
style e.g. Nike Pro)
● Plain black knee length games socks
● Trainers - Non-marking sole with a good 
grip and with laces/velcro, providing support
to ankle & foot. Please note that pumps do 
not provide adequate support for the foot 
or ankle.

We strongly recommend:
● Gum shield - for rugby/hockey
● Shin pads - for football/hockey

Optional PE Uniform:

● Football boots
● Plain black tracksuit (no logos) or midlayer 
top and bottoms
● 3/4 zip fleece
● Non see-through plain black leggings
● Black plain skort
● Plain white long sleeved t-shirt may be worn 
in place of the school purple polo top for 
religious or health reasons

PE kit must be worn even if a child is excused 
from PE (injury or illness) unless in extreme 
circumstances e.g. a broken arm, the child 
would not be expected to change.
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We are committed to ensuring that you have easy access to information about your child’s 
education and would ask that you take the opportunity at the start of the academic year to 
ensure you can access our Parent and Carer Portal. The online portal will allow you to 
securely access information from your mobile device or computer and includes information 
about Praising Stars Reports, praise comments, attendance, consequences and your child’s 
timetable.
Parents and carers who have parental responsibility can access the portal using their email 
address. Instructions to sign in to the portal are below. If you have any issues logging in please 
contact the academy. 
Students can also access this portal and can sign in using their academy Google account. 
If you still need to provide an email address so that you can access the online portal, please 
contact the academy via enquiries@normanby.outwood.com to update your contact details. 

Getting started 

Visit portal.outwood.com or scan the QR code. 

To sign in: 
1. Enter your email address 
2. Check your inbox for a special “magic link” 
3. Tap on the link to sign-in! 

(If your magic link does not arrive after a few 
minutes, please check your spam folder). 
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