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Dear Parents and Carers, 

RE: Changes to Free School Meal entitlements 

We are writing to inform you about an important change to the government’s Free School 
Meals scheme that takes effect at the start of the new academic year in September 2026. 

The government has expanded the eligibility criteria. From September, all children from 
households receiving Universal Credit are now entitled to free school meals, 
regardless of your overall household income. This expansion is designed to ensure more 
children have access to a nutritious, hot meal during the school day.  

As you may know, children in Reception, Year 1, and Year 2 automatically receive free meals 
under the separate Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme. However, you must still fill 
out an application for the new scheme.  

Even though your child will get a free meal either way, the school receives vital extra funding 
(called Pupil Premium) for every eligible child who officially applies. This extra funding goes 
directly toward extra teaching staff, learning resources, and after-school clubs that benefit 
your child.  

How to Apply 

Applying takes less than 5 minutes and is completely confidential. Please follow these simple 
steps: 

1.​ Click the official Barnsley Council link: 
http://www.barnsley.gov.uk/free-school-meals-form  

2.​ Fill in the short online form with your details and your National Insurance number. 
3.​ Submit the form. The council will check your eligibility and automatically inform us if 

you are successful. 

  ​ ​ Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 

Mrs K Wakefield 
Community Executive Principal 
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