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A message from our Principal
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As we settle into the rhythm of the new academic year, I want to extend 
my sincere thanks for the overwhelmingly positive start we have 
experienced at Outwood Academy Normanby. The energy and enthusiasm 
of our students has been fantastic, and they have quickly embraced the 
high expectations we set for learning and behaviour.

We are delighted to share two major highlights. Firstly, this summer saw a 
record number of students achieving grade 4 or higher in both English and 
Maths GCSEs. This accomplishment is a testament to the hard work of 
our students and the dedication of our staff. 

We are incredibly proud of their success and are committed to helping this year’s cohorts strive for 
equally ambitious goals.

Secondly, the beginning of this term marked the exciting opening of our new Additional Resourced 
Provision. This vital new facility significantly enhances our capacity to provide specialist support and 
tailor-made learning pathways, reinforcing our commitment to inclusive education and ensuring 
every student has the environment they need to flourish.

We firmly believe that education extends beyond the classroom walls, and our students have 
already benefited from incredible enrichment opportunities. We were thrilled to see students 
embrace their cultural learning with a fantastic trip to Madrid, and look forward to the insights 
gained by those who took part in the profound and inspiring trip to Cambodia. These experiences 
are invaluable in broadening horizons and building character.

A successful start to the year is truly a joint effort. We are extremely grateful for your ongoing, 
diligent support in ensuring your children arrive at school on time and ready to learn. Your 
commitment to excellent attendance, punctuality, and maintaining our high standards for uniform 
makes a measurable difference to the learning environment for every student.

Finally, we want to thank the wider school community. Your contributions, whether through 
volunteering, attending events, or simply offering encouragement, help to make Outwood Academy 
Normanby not just a school, but truly a community school for our community.

Thank you once again for your partnership. We look forward to a successful and productive autumn 
term.

Mark Robinson
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Year 10 GCSE Drama students thoroughly 
enjoyed their first live theatre trip. They 
attended a performance of Frankenstein by 
Leeds Conservatoire, where they were 
exemplary audience members throughout. 
The students were fascinated by the 
creative techniques the company used to 
bring key scenes to life, helping them 
appreciate how directors, performers, and 
designers collaborate to produce powerful 
theatre. Some lucky students even secured 
front-row seats, allowing them to feel fully 
immersed in the performance. Mrs Wray is 
already looking forward to their next 
theatre visit in January!

A huge well done to our Year 10&11 
Netball team who competed at the 
Redcar & Cleveland tournament. All 
team members showed amazing 
resilience, sportsmanship, teamwork 
and all gave 100% effort. It was a 
delight to take them to the 
tournament and we are so proud of 
how they represented the school.
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On 1 October we welcomed the STEM 
Roadshow into school to deliver a fun, interactive 
and educational roadshow to our year 7 and year 8 
students. The visitors work with BAE Systems, The 
Royal Airforce and The Royal Navy to inspire young 
people to consider careers in Engineering. This year's 
roadshow was focussed on AI and students got to 
meet Fluffy the Clo-bot Dog! Students were very 
enthusiastic and had a great time, as did the 
blindfolded Mr Crosby!
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More than 60 of our Year 7 students visited 
Kirkleatham Museum to enjoy the recent 
Valhalla experience and exhibition with the 
history department.

Our pupils spoke with Viking fur traders, 
learnt about everyday Viking items, fought like 
Vikings and created clay versions of Mjölnir, 
Thor’s hammer. We had a brilliant day!
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We are incredibly proud of the start our year 7s have made to the academy. We believe that 
the transition process is incredibly important due to the significant change from primary 
education to secondary education. After the first three weeks of school, we surveyed our 
year 7 parents and carers to find out how they felt it was going. 

Here is what they shared:
● 83% felt that quality and clarity of communication ahead of September was good or better.
● 74% felt that the quality and clarity of communication since their child started at Normanby 

was good or better.
● 83% felt the start their child had made at Normanby was good or better.

There were some concerns regarding the time year 7 had for eating lunch. In the first week, 
we definitely needed more than the allotted time, much of this was due to getting the 
biometrics process finalised but also the year 7s themselves getting used to the new systems- 
it is very different to what they are used to at primary school. We will always allow students 
enough time to eat and over the first week, it was common for a small number of year 7s to 
have an additional 10 minutes or so to finish their meal. We are pleased to share that students 
are now well into the swing of lunch and on most days will all be served within the first 15 
minutes of lunch. 

There were questions regarding after school clubs and how students sign up to them. We 
advertise our after school clubs in students' Personal Development lessons, on the TV screens 
in the dining hall, via our website and via email to parents and carers. We believe that 
participation in after school clubs and sports is an important part of school life and helps 
students develop new skills, make wider friendships and see teaching staff outside of their 
normal lessons. If you have any further questions regarding after school clubs please contact 
the school directly. 
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You said…

…we did

We also gave parents/carers an 
opportunity to share any question with 
us - some of these are addressed below:



5

This half term we launched the all new Attendance Shop. Students earn points every day 
that they attend school. At the end of the week they can cash them in for things like sweets, 
stationery and vouchers (if they save up enough points!). 

Lower academic achievement - missing school, even a day or two each half term, makes it 
harder for children to keep up with lessons, resulting in lower grades and difficulty mastering 
key concepts.

Social and emotional isolation - children can feel left out or disconnected from their peers. 
They miss out on daily social interactions, group work, and building important friendships. 

Difficulty with routine and transitions - children may struggle to adjust to the school's 
structure and routine when they do return, increasing feelings of anxiety and making it harder 
to settle into learning. 

Missed learning opportunities - a significant amount of teaching is done through direct 
instruction and classroom discussion, which cannot be replicated solely through homework or 
printed materials. The child misses the teacher's explanations and immediate feedback. 

Establishing poor habits for the future - poor attendance now can set a pattern that negatively 
impacts future success in higher education and the workplace. 
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We believe that excellent attendance is vital to being 
successful in school. Students with persistent absence 
(below 90%) run the risk of:

We are of course realistic, and understand that 
there are times when children are too unwell to 
attend school and family emergencies may prevent 
attendance. Please can we ask that medical 
appointments are planned for outside of school 
time and that parents and carers encourage 
children to attend everyday to support them in 
becoming the very best version of themselves. 
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On Wednesday 15 October, we were delighted to welcome 
a fantastic range of visitors to our school as part of our 
Careers Event. Representatives from the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP), Askham Bryan College, the 
Northern School of Art, the British Army, and many other 
inspiring providers joined us to share their knowledge and 
passion for their fields.

Students from Year 7 to Year 11 had the opportunity to 
explore a wide variety of career paths, ask questions, and 
learn about the many possibilities available to them in the 
future. The event aimed to inspire our pupils to start 
thinking about their ambitions and the steps they might 
take to achieve them.

Pupils also enjoyed using an interactive activity book, which 
helped them engage with the event and reflect on what 
they learned. The hands-on activities made the day both fun 
and informative, and many students came away with new 
ideas and motivation for their future careers.

We are incredibly proud of how engaged and enthusiastic 
our students were throughout the event – it was a truly 
inspiring day that brought their future aspirations one step 
closer. 

In our Axiom Maths Club sessions, 
Year 8 students take on an exciting 
group challenge that tested their 
problem-solving, logic, and teamwork 
skills. The club continues to be a fun 
space for curious minds to explore 
creative solutions and learn from one 
another. 
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Our Year 11 students had a fantastic day at the 
University of York for the Shine Summit. They 
took part in a range of activities designed to inspire 
and prepare them for their future pathways, including 
interactive sessions led by student ambassadors and 
talks focused on personal development and career 
opportunities. Students also had the chance to 
engage with their peers from other schools, reflect 
on their aspirations, and complete feedback surveys 
about their experiences. A special congratulations to 
Hannah, who won a £10 voucher for her feedback!

This half term we welcomed year 6 
students from Grangetown Primary 
School to the Design & Technology 
department. They designed their own 
keyrings using CAD software, 2D Design, 
which were then produced using the laser 
cutter. Students got to see a laser cutter 
and 3D printer in action as well as having 
an insight into what D&T at Normanby has 
to offer. The year 6s were excellently 
behaved and gave some fantastic answers 
during the session, Mrs Hendry and Mr 
Robinson were very impressed!
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In July of 2025, the Outwood Family undertook a month-long trip to Cambodia with Camps 
International. After a long journey time, we arrived in the country to the immense heat!

We visited a market and explored a local temple (Wat Phnom) in Phnom Penh, seeing first-hand 
the amazing carvings and starting to learn about their culture. We travelled by speedboat across 
to Scuba Island, and stayed on Sunset Beach. Here, we prepared for the scuba instruction and 
practical work, learning how to use the diving equipment safely and correctly. The diving included 
seeing the coral reefs, with turtles and many other marine wildlife on view – this was amazing to 
see.

While not scuba diving, we explored the island and see the stone carvings, see the amazing 
wildlife and relax on the beach. Some also learnt First Aid skills, as well as traditional Cambodian 
cooking. Following our Scuba camp, we visited the S21 Tuol Slengh Genocide Museum and also 
visited the Killing Fields. This was a very sombre experience for the students but they had the 
chance to learn about the Khmer Rouge regime and how the Cambodians were persecuted by 
them.

After the luxury of the city, it was time to move onto our next camp – Camp Preah Vihar – 
where we met Mr Sreng, the camp leader. He showed us the projects we would be working on 
while we were here - building toilets and bricklaying, making paving slabs and also chicken nests. 
This was hard work in the heat but the group just cracked on! The team were cooled down by a 
water blessing from the local monks.
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When in Siem Reap we visited the temples – the Bayon Temple, Ta Prohm (used in the Tomb 
Raider film) and the amazing Angkor Wat. Everybody had been waiting for this opportunity and it 
didn’t disappoint – the carvings and architecture was simply staggering. Students experienced the 
Phare Cambodian Circus, before having the chance to experience another night market and also 
see some of the local “delicacies” – fried tarantula being a very scary food on offer! The local ice 
cream seemed to fare better.

Our next camp was Camp Beng Prea, where we met up with Mr Sreng again, to the delight of the 
students. This was an amazing camp, and the students experienced some amazing sunsets and 
sunrises. Our projects here included building a community chicken coop, making more concrete 
rings for drainage, bricklaying and building another toilet. We also made concrete water pots for 
the community. 

The team made concrete water jars for the community, first making the clay and lining the vessel, 
before moulding it and adding concrete. The water storage vessels are much needed in the 
community, too, and were very much appreciated when they were delivered. The teams had the 
chance to visit the local school while we were at Beng Mea Lea, where we taught lessons and 
played games with the local children. Throughout the projects, the local children flocked to see us 
and loved spending time with the students. Any chance they had, they clung to us!

The sights, experiences and memories of the Cambodian people, and of our team mates, will stay 
with us forever, and we are thankful that we got the opportunity to experience such a wonderful 
trip.
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Our new cohort of Year 9 Sports 
Leaders received their initial training 
from the School Sports Partnership and 
then attended and helped to run their 
first primary school sport event of the 
year. The sports leaders received 
fantastic feedback from primary school 
staff and the sports partnership staff. 
They are looking forward to leading 
more events this year.

September saw the start of a new specialist 
provision at Outwood Academy Normanby 
- the Additional Resource Provision. 
Our students have made a fantastic start to 
year 7 and life at Normanby. Led by Mrs 
Abbas, the students have a curriculum 
similar to the main school but delivered in a 
way which better meets their needs. We are 
incredibly proud of the students in the ARP, 
they are working really hard and their 
attendance as a group is the best in the 
academy.
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After a busy day travelling to Madrid, pupils enjoyed a lovely 3 course sit down meal together. 
They were then given some free time to explore the famous Plaza mayor. They made a great start 
putting their Spanish language skills in action. 

On Thursday morning pupils enjoyed a trip to the San Miguel market, the Puerta del Sol, and then 
they visited Chocolatería San Ginés where they ordered some delicious traditional churros con 
chocolate. On Thursday afternoon pupils visited the amazing Museum Centro de Arte Reina Sofía 
where they saw famous works of art by famous Spanish painters such as Dalí and Miró. They also 
saw the famous painting Guernica by Picasso. They then walked to Retiro Park where pupils 
enjoyed playing some football and buying some ice-creams. On Thursday evening pupils had a 2 
hour cookery class in Spanish where they made some authentic tortilla, paella and tarta de 
Santiago for their dinner. The end result was incredible and hopefully they will recreate the dinner 
at home for their families when they return to the UK.

On Friday morning pupils explored the city of Toledo, where they visited historic monuments 
such as the gothic cathedral and the Plaza de Zocodover. On Friday afternoon pupils headed to 
Warner Madrid to try some of the thrilling rides. This was followed by a lovely meal out at a local 
restaurant. On Saturday morning pupils visited Madrid's Almudena Cathedral and the Palacio Real. 
They even managed to catch some early military celebrations for the National Day of Spain which 
was officially celebrated the following day. On Saturday afternoon pupils visited the Temple of 
Debod which Egypt gifted to Spain as a thanks for saving Nubian temples. Pupils were then given 
some shopping time. On Saturday evening pupils went on a Bernabeu Stadium tour. Here they 
enjoyed panoramic views of the inside of the stadium and a visit to the dressing rooms and 
museum.

This trip to Spain was an incredible success and in the words of the tour director the pupils were 
all very well behaved and a real credit to the school.
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It has been a fantastic half term for football. We have had some great results however more 
importantly all the students have conducted themselves fantastically well. The year 9 team put in 
a tremendous performance finishing second in a recent tournament, conceding only one goal, 
winning three games and drawing three. Alfie P, Ollie R and Isaac F were stand out performers.

The year 8s also performed extremely well losing only one 
match and finishing fourth overall. Mason B performed a 
masterclass in goal. 
The year 7s had their first outing in school colours and 
performed admirably finishing mid table overall, with some 
top performances throughout the team.

Next was the turn of the B team fixtures held at 
Outwood Normanby. We welcomed several other 
schools to increase the number of young people 
playing competitive fixtures. Admirably, we managed 
to get two teams in year 9. There was some 
fantastic football on display however most notable 
was the positive atmosphere with students leading 
their own teams, deciding on formations and 
substitutions. 

The year 8 competition also saw Outwood Normanby 
able to field two teams with the help of some A team 
players playing out of position and guiding the team. 
There was some fantastic individual performances and 
some outstanding leadership on display. Well done to 
all!
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Here at Outwood Academy Normanby, we believe reading is about more than just skills - 
it’s about opening doors. We want to encourage our students to:
● Escape to other worlds through fiction.
● Build their knowledge with non-fiction.
● Explore careers and experiences with biographies and autobiographies.

Whatever their interest may be, we hope and encourage all students to commit to this vital skill 
and always be their best. We are incredibly proud of how focused and engaged our students 
were during the testing process, and we look forward to supporting them as they continue to 
develop into confident and knowledgeable readers!

Our Key Stage 3 students successfully completed their initial STAR reading assessments this half 
term. These tests are a crucial tool we use to ensure every student is matched with the perfect 
resources to accelerate their reading journey. The assessments dive into key skills, measuring a 
student’s reading comprehension, vocabulary, and ability to infer meaning from text.

The results of the STAR test are invaluable, allowing us to:
● Personalise learning by guiding students into books that are "just right" for their ability, 

ensuring they are appropriately challenged without becoming frustrated. This gives them 
the best possible chance to make amazing progress with their reading.

● Quickly identify any student who may require specific reading intervention or targeted 
support, guaranteeing every child receives the help they need to succeed.

You will have noticed our Year 7 and 8 students have been bringing reading books and home 
reading logs with them every day. This consistency is key! We strongly encourage students to 
read for at least 20 minutes a day at home. This dedicated time is vital not only to broaden their 
vocabulary and reading skills but also to improve their knowledge of the wider world.
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Here at Outwood Academy Normanby we believe it is 
important that we recognise that our students arrive to us 
from diverse backgrounds and sometimes that can mean 
that some of our students need some additional support to 
help them in being successful in school. 

This year, our support systems have developed further 
leading to the creation of The Hub, our inclusion base. 
In this dedicated space, we provide support to students who 
have a wide range of challenges and so need support, 
encouragement and intervention to help them succeed in 
being the best versions of themselves. 

Currently we provide students with an alternative space for 
learning and social times, key adults and a range of 
interventions including The Kings Trust, work with MFC, 
MIND and ELSA. 

Proud 
Thursday
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We were thrilled to welcome prospective students and their families to Outwood Academy 
Normanby's Year 6 Open Evening recently, marking the start of their transition journey to 
secondary school next year! The evening began with a warm welcome and an inspiring talk 
from our Principal, who shared our school's vision and commitment to student success. 
Following this, families were invited to tour the school and experience a taste of life at 
Outwood Academy Normanby. Students had a fantastic time sampling food in our bustling 
dining area, witnessing dazzling trampolining demonstrations in the sports hall, and even having 
a go themselves! Our academic departments put on equally engaging sessions. The Science labs 
were a hive of activity with exciting demonstrations, including things literally blowing up, while 
the Maths department challenged young minds with collaborative problem-solving activities.

The lively atmosphere continued throughout the evening, with 
students immersing themselves in various subjects. In History, they 
had a chance to get creative by making poppies as a hands-on 
learning experience. Meanwhile, the Spanish classroom was filled 
with laughter as students participated in interactive games to learn 
new vocabulary. It was wonderful to see so many Year 6 students 
engaging enthusiastically with our staff and current students, who 
did a brilliant job showcasing all the opportunities available here. 
We extend a huge thank you to all the families who attended and 
made the evening such a positive and memorable event. We look 
forward to seeing many of the young people we met join us at 
Outwood Academy Normanby next September!
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We're thrilled to introduce our exciting new reward system, the Praise Point Podium, which 
launched at the start of this term! This initiative is all about celebrating the fantastic effort and 
positive contributions our students make every day in the classroom.

Teachers log Praise Points for students who demonstrate great individual effort during lessons. 
Whether it's showing excellent focus, helping a classmate, persevering with a challenging task, 
or contributing thoughtfully to a discussion, we want to recognise and reward those positive 
actions.

We encourage you to monitor your child's progress and celebrate their achievements! You can 
easily keep track of their accumulated Praise Points through the Parent Portal.

A huge congratulations to the top students in each year group who have earned the most 
Praise Points this term and are our inaugural Praise Point Podium winners! Their dedication 
and hard work are truly inspiring. Their names and the number of Praise Points they have been 
awarded are listed below.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Annabelle H - 126
Sadie R - 125
Bryn C - 122

Hannah H - 128
Archie S - 115
Faith W - 112

Evan J - 99
Harley N - 99

Ellie May M - 98

Lucy T - 151
Frankie S - 140
Miley B - 131

Evie W - 132
Harry C - 128
Ella S-S - 127
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Students from the Additional Resource 
Provision recently enjoyed an exciting 
educational trip that combined learning and fun. 
As part of their geography and life skills lessons, 
they visited Teesside University and 
Middlesbrough Central Library to explore 
more about the local area and develop their 
independent learning skills. The visit gave pupils 
the chance to see Middlesbrough’s landmarks 
up close while gaining confidence in real-world 
settings. To end the day, everyone enjoyed a 
tasty sausage roll from Greggs, which was the 
perfect reward after a day full of discovery and 
adventure!

We celebrated our annual Awards Evening this 
term, allowing us to recognise and reward the 
amazing achievements of our students in the last 
academic year. Students past and present were 
given a variety of awards for academic and 
personal progress through the year. 

Students, parents and staff all had a lovely evening! 

The main award winners were:

Academic Achievement - Jay Peers
Pastoral Ethos - Evie Watts
Community Engagement - Courtney Dobson
MFC Sporting Achievement - Finley McKittrick
Principal's Award - Lucy Tullock
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Thank you to parents and carers for your support in ensuring that students wear their 
uniform in compliance with our policy.

Trousers:
• must be plain black and in a tailored formal style; 
• must not be cropped, tight/skinny fit, made of stretch or patterned fabric. They should not have 
decorative buttons, buckles or fashion belts; 
• jeans, flares, cargo, bootlegged trousers, tracksuit bottoms, jeggings or leggings are not 
acceptable.

Skirts:
• from 1 September 2025 non-logo skirts must be 2.5 inch box pleat and sit on or 
just above the knee. These are easy to purchase from all supermarkets at very low 
cost.
• must be plain black and in a tailored formal style; 
• tight-fitting, tube skirts are not acceptable; 
• must sit on or just above the knee; 
• must not be made of jersey, stretch or patterned fabric; 
• must be worn with a minimum of plain black 40 denier tights.
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Required PE Uniform:

● School Purple polo top
● Purple/black Outwood games jersey
● Black plain shorts/skort (not hot pant 
style e.g. Nike Pro)
● Plain black knee length games socks
● Trainers - Non-marking sole with a good 
grip and with laces/velcro, providing support
to ankle & foot. Please note that pumps do 
not provide adequate support for the foot 
or ankle.

We strongly recommend:
● Gum shield - for rugby/hockey
● Shin pads - for football/hockey

Optional PE Uniform:

● Football boots
● Plain black tracksuit (no logos) or midlayer 
top and bottoms
● 3/4 zip fleece
● Non see-through plain black leggings
● Black plain skort
● Plain white long sleeved t-shirt may be worn 
in place of the school purple polo top for 
religious or health reasons

PE kit must be worn even if a child is excused 
from PE (injury or illness) unless in extreme 
circumstances e.g. a broken arm, the child 
would not be expected to change.
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Department updates

English

Year 7 English students have been reading Asha and The 
Spirit Bird this term. The story follows a young girl from 
the foothills of the Himalayas where she sets off on an 
adventure to save the fate of her family’s farm. Students 
have explored and evaluated characters, considered key 
themes, and created their own description of a setting.

Students in Year 8 have been studying John Steinbeck’s Of 
Mice and Men. They have been following the story of 
George and Lennie as they struggle to survive in 1930s 
America. Students have maturely navigated important 
themes, and considered their relevance today, whilst also 
focusing on improving their own written accuracy.

Our Year 9 students have been reading Robert Cormier’s 
Heroes - a classic tale which has regularly been studied as 
a GCSE text. Students have done well with this 
challenging text and have impressed us with their ability 
to analyse complex characters. They have also shown an 
ability to increasingly consider how the context of a 
novel has an impact on the reader.

Year 10 English students have started their GCSE 
Literature preparation with Anthology Poetry and 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth. In English Language we have been 
particularly impressed with students’ resilience in 
completing their first assessments in timed conditions.

Year 11 students have started the year strongly, and have 
worked on all aspects of C1 and C2 Language papers. 
In Literature, we have revised an Inspector Calls and Macbeth, with lots of students completing 
homework on the Anthology Poetry in preparation for the November assessments.



21

Newsletter Autumn 1 2025 Edition 9

Physical Education

In core PE this half term, most classes have been participating in 
trampolining and either handball or netball. Their lessons have 
focused on a combination of sporting components: Head 
(thinking skills), Heart (interpersonal skills) and Hands (physical 
skills). All of these skills will help our students in everyday 
aspects of their lives.

Technology

This half term in Technology KS3 
students have been making: some very 
creative mobile phone holders, 
nightlights and timber storage boxes in 
DT; Memphis style pencil cases, Day of 
the Dead cushions and childrens' toys in 
Textiles; a range of exciting sweet and 
savoury dishes in Catering. 

At KS4 many students are working hard 
towards coursework and NEAs, 
alongside some more fantastic Catering 
practical skills practised. Year 10 have 
made and presented individual Victoria 
sponge cakes, displaying high level 
practical skills and fantastic 
presentation.
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Art

As part of their study of ‘The Formal Elements of Art’, 
Year 7 students are currently investigating line and 
mark-making. This work effectively demonstrates how 
these techniques can be applied to build tonal value.

Year 8 students have recently completed a historical 
investigation into the art of portraiture. Tracing the 
development of portraiture and analysing key 
movements from the stylised conventions of Ancient 
Egypt to the fragmented perspectives of Cubism and 
the diverse approaches of contemporary artists.

Year 9 art students have investigated the history of 
the graffiti movement, tracing its evolution from 
prehistoric mark-making to contemporary styles. As 
part of this study, they have developed skills in key 
techniques such as sgraffito and stencilling.

The first GCSE project for Year 10, 'The Human 
Anatomy', is designed to build foundational technical 
skills. Drawing inspiration from the master studies of 
Leonardo da Vinci, students are focusing on precision 
and detail. They are employing the grid method to 
improve the proportional accuracy of their drawings 
while concurrently advancing their shading and 
blending techniques to achieve a greater sense of 
three-dimensional form. The project also incorporates 
experimentation with mixed media, as students use 
watercolour washes to prepare unique and engaging 
surfaces for their work.

Year 11 GCSE Art students are currently developing their personal 
portfolios, each pursuing an independent investigation based on a 
self-selected theme.
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Spanish

Our Year 7 linguists have made a brilliant start in 
Spanish, mastering the fundamentals of 
communication! They have been building confidence 
by learning how to introduce themselves and share 
basic personal information, including their name, age, 
and birthday. Beyond simple greetings, they have also 
discussed  free time activities and have successfully 
begun using the present tense. This foundational work 
is key to helping them express themselves and 
ensures they are well on their way to becoming 
confident Spanish speakers!

Year 8 pupils have started the academic year by recalling the basics from Year 7, how to ask and 
answer questions to introduce themselves (name/how they feel/age/birthday/where they live), 
how to count up to 31 and how to say the date in Spanish. They have also started the new topic 
of technology working on how to say what technology they do and don’t have, how to use 
possessive adjectives, and how to say it and them in Spanish.

Year 9 pupils have been learning about the Spanish speaking capital cities of Buenos Aires, Mexico 
City, Havana and Madrid. They have been learning how to use the present tense to describe what 
you can do in those cities, and how to use conditional tense to say what they would like to do in 
a capital city. 

Year 10 Spanish pupils started their GCSE course by recalling vocabulary on nationality and 
personality. They have been working on saying what technology they have, what they use it for, 
and what they do online. They have also learned how to say what they like to do in their free 
time, and what they did last weekend. They have been working on recalling the present, future and 
preterite tenses.

Year 11 Spanish GCSE pupils have been learning how to describe their home, town/city, country 
and region.  They have also learned how to talk about where they would like to live, and their 
reading, listening, writing and speaking exam skills.
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Drama

In KS3 drama, students have revisited the essential 
foundations of successful drama - developing key skills such 
as cooperation, communication, and creativity - before 
progressing to their main schemes of work. Year 7 students 
have been introduced to still images and role-play through 
short script extracts. Year 8 students have begun exploring 
the story of Oliver Twist, while Year 9 students have been 
working on Teechers by John Godber. Throughout the term, 
all students have rehearsed and performed their work with 
confidence and shown great appreciation and respect for 
each other’s performances.

Year 10 students have been studying their set text, Blood 
Brothers by Willy Russell. They have explored key scenes 
through performance, developing an understanding of how 
performers and set designers collaborate to create meaning, 
atmosphere, and impact on stage. Students also enjoyed 
their first theatre trip to see Frankenstein, performed by 
Leeds Conservatoire. The production offered an excellent 
opportunity to observe how different theatrical elements — 
from acting and design to lighting and sound — work 
together to produce an effective and memorable 
performance.

Year 11 students have been working diligently on their 
Devising Drama portfolios and have now begun preparing 
their performance extracts for the practical exam taking 
place early next year. They have started researching their 
chosen plays, exploring different ways to stage their scenes, 
and considering how to use their vocal and physical skills 
most effectively to communicate the creative intentions of 
their work.
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Music

Year 7 have been learning about all the elements 
of music and how to apply them within a 
composition. This work will support the pupils 
with all aspects of the music curriculum. 

Year 9 have been delving into the 90’s Britpop 
and Grunge era. The pupils have been playing 
electric guitar with heavy distortion and 
experimenting with open chords, power chords 
and drumming within both genres.

Year 8 have started the year by looking at blues music. 
They have been learning the blues origins and playing the 
blues chord progression,walking bass line and improvising 
on different instruments. 

Year 10 have been studying the elements of music at an 
advanced level to aid their understanding of composition. 
The students have been involved with a composition 
workshop focused on popular music song writing using 
garageband. The students have also started Peripatetic 
music lessons which is dramatically enhancing their 
performance skills.  
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Geography

In Year 7 Geography, we have just completed our study of 
'where in the world am I?' where we looked at 
geographical skills like maps and data, where our clothes 
come from, how far our food travels to get to us and 
we're moving onto ecosystems!

In Year 8 Geography, we are studying natural hazards like 
earthquakes,volcanoes and tidal waves and what positive 
and negative impacts they have on us and the 
environment. This includes looking at the responses that 
high income and low income countries put in place and 
does wealth make a difference.

In Year 9 Geography, we are looking at our oceans and 
how we use them. We have studied resources including 
oil and gas, the Arctic ocean and how it will be exploited 
by numerous nations and piracy and the threats it poses 
to international shipping.

In Year 10 Geography, we are reviewing GCSE specific 
case studies including the Nepal and L'Aquila 
earthquakes, global climate change through mitigation and 
adaptation including the Beast from the East.

In Year 11 Geography, we are learning about coasts and 
rivers exploring the erosion process that form unique 
features that we see in the landscape today.
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History

In Year 7 History, we have been studying the Silk Roads and Baghdad, looking at the significance 
of these places and how they impacted the Medieval world. Students have also compared the 
Silk Road trade routes to the Viking trade routes, and around 30 of our Year 7 students attended 
a trip to Kirkleatham Museum to look into the Vikings in some more detail! 

The Stuarts were our first topic in Year 8 History, looking at the power of parliament, the 
Gunpowder Plot and how Cromwell banned Christmas! We've moved onto the French 
Revolution now, studying how society was organised and why the people of France grew tired of 
the poor treatment they were getting... viva la revolution!

Students in Year 9 learn that the brutal system of slavery was abolished by the 13th Amendment, 
but this led directly to nearly a century of Jim Crow segregation before the Civil Rights 
Movement used nonviolent action and landmark legislation to finally secure legal equality for 
African Americans.

Year 10 pupils are well into their study of Elizabethan England (religion, gender, provocation, 
murder) and preparing for their KIPs after the half term, where they will complete weekly 
practice assessments based on what they have been learning.

In Year 11, our study of Germany is done until we circle back for revision, and it's onto... the 
American West. Cowboys, confrontations, criminals, and most importantly... cattle. 
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Mathematics

This term in maths students have been busy learning about a variety of new skills, topics and 
concepts. Every student will follow a journey that is relevant to their current attainment and 
ensure that they make progress. 

Year 11 continue to study in preparation for their mocks and GCSE examinations. Students 
have recapped and recalled a variety of topics relating to their current attainment. Students 
have also completed their first set of staples challenge exam papers.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
Algebra 1

- A number being represented as 
a letter

- Key terminology
- Forming simple expressions
- Collecting like terms
- Simplifying expressions
- Substitution

Algebra 4
- Understand what a sequence is
- Generate linear, geometric and 

Fibonacci sequences. 
- Find missing terms of a 

sequence
- Calculate the nth term of a 

linear sequence. 
- Determine whether a number 

is a term within a sequence

Data 6
- Find averages and the range 

from a list of data. 
- Find averages and the range 

from an ungrouped table. 
- Find averages and the range 

from a grouped table. 
- Compare sets of data. 
- Frequency polygons
- Scatter graphs

Algebra 12
- Use correct algebraic notation 

and vocabulary
- Collect like terms
- Laws of indices
- Expanding brackets
- Factorising expressions and 

quadratic equations
- Functions
- Inequalities
- Solving equations

Number 1a
- Recognise place value up to 10 

million
- Order and compare integers 

using inequalities
- Add and subtract integers
- Multiply and divide integers
- Commutativity
- Multiples and factors
- Prime Numbers

Proportion 5
- Simplify ratio
- Divide a quantity into a given 

ratio
- Determine the whole, given 

one part and the ratio
- Determine another part, given 

one part and the ratio
- Determine one or all parts 

given the difference between 
two parts

Shape 8
- Use a ruler and a compass to 

construct a triangle. 
- Perpendicular bisectors
- Construct perpendicular lines
- Make accurate drawings of 2D 

shapes
- Loci

Data 9
- Find averages and the range 

from a list of data. 
- Find averages and the range 

from an ungrouped table. 
- Find averages and the range 

from a grouped table. 
- Compare sets of data. 
- Frequency polygons
- Scatter graphs
- Find averages from data. 

Proportion 1
- Multiplicative relationship 

between two numbers.
- Understand and recognise key 

terminology and write a ratio. 
- Express ratios as a fraction
- Proportion/ ratio tables
- Using a graph to represent a 

multiplicative relationship
- Interpret simple pie charts. 

Number 7
- Understand a sensible degree 

of accuracy
- Understand and round to a 

significant figure
- Estimate numerical calculations
- Use a calculator to perform 

calculation 
- Determine whether an 

estimate is an overestimate or 
an underestimate

- Given a rounded number, state 
the upper and lower bounds

- Find error intervals

Proportion 8
- Write a ratio in the form n : 1 

and vice versa
- Form a ratio
- Combine two or more ratios 

into a single ratio
- Solve problems involving ratio, 

fractions and percentages
- Solve best buy problems
- Solve ratio problems in a given 

context

Number 12
- Product of prime numbers
- HCF & LCM
- Laws of indices
- Standard form
- Standard form calculations
- Evaluate numerical expressions
- Evaluate negative and fractional 

indices
- Using a calculator
- Four operations with fractions 

and mixed numbers. 
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We are committed to ensuring that you have easy access to information about your child’s 
education and would ask that you take the opportunity at the start of the academic year to 
ensure you can access our Parent and Carer Portal. The online portal will allow you to 
securely access information from your mobile device or computer and includes information 
about Praising Stars Reports, praise comments, attendance, consequences and your child’s 
timetable.
Parents and carers who have parental responsibility can access the portal using their email 
address. Instructions to sign in to the portal are below. If you have any issues logging in please 
contact the academy. 
Students can also access this portal and can sign in using their academy Google account. 
If you still need to provide an email address so that you can access the online portal, please 
contact the academy via enquiries@normanby.outwood.com to update your contact details. 

Getting started 

Visit portal.outwood.com or scan the QR code. 

To sign in: 
1. Enter your email address 
2. Check your inbox for a special “magic link” 
3. Tap on the link to sign-in! 

(If your magic link does not arrive after a few 
minutes, please check your spam folder). 
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Key dates
24 October 2025 - PD day - students not in school
27 October 2025 to 31 October 2025 - October half term holiday
10 November 2025 to 28 November 2025 - Year 11 mock exams
25 November 2025 - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
22 December 2025 to 2 January 2026 - Christmas holiday
5 January 2026 - PD day - students not in school

Contact
Please note that your child’s learning manager, pastoral lead or teachers may not always be 
available to take your call immediately during the school day due to teaching and learning 
commitments. Parents should leave a message with Reception and we will endeavour to 
return all calls within 48 hours.

We love to hear your feedback, and comments are very welcome. To leave feedback, please 
contact us at enquiries@normanby.outwood.com.

Outwood Academy Normanby
Normanby Road
Middlesbrough
TS6 9AG

enquiries@normanby.outwood.com

01642 454577

mailto:enquiries@normanby.outwood.com
mailto:enquiries@normanby.outwood.com

