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Thursday 17th July  
 

Important Information Regarding School Meal Costs 
 

Dear Families, 
 
I am writing to inform you about upcoming changes to the cost of school meals, which will take 
effect when we return from the summer break. 
 
As you may be aware, we've seen significant increases in the costs associated with meal production, 
including both food supplies and energy. While we've worked closely with our catering provider, 
ISS, to keep prices as low as possible, we've now reached a point where a review of the cost of 
school meals is necessary. Please be assured that despite these necessary adjustments, we remain 
committed to providing healthy, nutritious, and appealing meals for all our students. 
 
The cost of a school meal will increase from £2.67 to £3.00 starting September 1, 2025. 
There will be a further increase to £3.10 in April 2026. 
 
Free School Meals Eligibility We want to remind all families about free school meal eligibility: 
All children attending a state funded school or academy in reception class, year 1 or year 2 are 
automatically entitled to a free school meal regardless of income. There is no need for you to 
complete an application form for children in these year groups unless you receive a qualifying benefit. 
 
If you receive a qualifying benefit (listed below) we would urge you to make a formal application, 
regardless of which year group your child is in, as their school will receive additional funding from 
the government for each child registered for free school meals at any point in the last 6 years. 
 
Qualifying Benefits 
• Income Support 
• Income based Jobseeker's Allowance 
• Income related Employment Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 



 
 

 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit - as long as you have a yearly household income of less than £16,190 (as assessed 
by HM Revenue and Customs) and you do not get Working Tax Credit 
• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working tax Credit) 
• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual earned income of no more than £7400 
 
Please be aware that the following benefits do not qualify for Income Related Free School Meals: 
Contributions based Jobseeker's Allowance, Contributions based Employment & Support 
Allowance, Working Tax Credit, Invalidity Benefit, Disability Living Allowance, Housing Benefit, 
Council Tax Benefit and Child Benefit. 
How to Apply: You can apply for free school meals online here:  
https://parentportal.wakefield.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/fsmapplication#h1 
 
If you have any questions or need support with your application, please don't hesitate to contact 
the academy office for confidential assistance. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs E Cadman 
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