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Friday 4th April, 2025 
 
Re: End of term 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you are well and looking forward to the Easter break.  It has been a successful start to 
the year and I would like to thank you for your continuous support. We are proud to share that 
student achievement outcomes continue to improve with a greater proportion of students 
forecast to achieve GCSE Grade 9-7 this summer.  In addition, engagement in wider-academy life 
continues to strengthen with a growing number of students attending extra-curricular activities 
and attending residential trips.  Students have enjoyed a wide range of experiential learning 
opportunities, including Super Army Camp at Strensall, Duke of Edinburgh, a Science Fayre and 
of course Brilliant Club workshops to name some.   
 
During the Easter period, our GCSE History students will visit northern France to see the 
battlefields.  I extend special thanks to Mrs Luscombe, Mrs Kennedy, Mr Martin, Dr Harrison 
and Mr Fry for their support with this.  It is wonderful to see so many experiential learning 
opportunities taking place to inspire our learners.  I strongly encourage parents and carers to 
follow the Academy’s social media pages  https://twitter.com/outwoodripon and 
https://www.facebook.com/OutwoodAcademyRipon to observe and celebrate these exciting 
events with us.   Next term, we seek to strengthen student experience further with access to a 
range of enrichments that will be offered both within and outside academy hours.  Outwood 
‘Out There Project’ will be launched after Easter - it will be the ultimate community action 
challenge! We hope to see as many students as possible involved to support engagement with 
community life.  
 
I recently had the pleasure of visiting Minster House to meet Dean John and Canon Matthew.  
We are keen to strengthen the partnership between Outwood Academy Ripon and Ripon 
Cathedral; the cathedral was originally founded as a monastery by monks in the 660s and later 
refounded as a Benedictine monastery by St Wilfrid in 672.  It is astonishing that many students 
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do not appreciate the significance of the cathedral within our community and the part it has 
played in developing Ripon as we know it today.  It was helpful to discuss community links and 
how we can work collaboratively moving forward.  Dean John and Canon Matthew discussed 
curriculum opportunities that are potentially available and how we can raise the profile of our 
partnership within both the school and the wider community.  Dean John is visiting the Academy 
on 14th May to initiate the collaboration!  
 
Furthermore, we have been delighted with Y11’s engagement with our Raising Achievement 
Strategy.  All Y11 learners have access to a wealth of resources to support their preparations 
for the summer exams and these have been very well-received.  Please continue to ensure that 
your child attends school every day. Interestingly, but perhaps unsurprisingly, Children with 
95% attendance or better at Outwood Academy Ripon are forecast to receive Grade 9-5 in 
ALL subjects - a powerful indicator of the clear  correlation between good attendance and 
academic outcomes.  Disappointingly, Outwood Academy Ripon has fined 25 families this 
academic year for unauthorised term time leave or their child’s irregular attendance.  Thank you 
to the vast majority of parents/carers who continue to promote the importance of good 
attendance.  Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing, and wider 
development.  Please remember, our Breakfast Club provision, Rise & Shine, is open to all 
learners from 08.15 and is completely free for Y11.  A nutritious breakfast is an important start 
to the day and is proven to increase engagement. Sincere thanks to all parents and carers for 
your continuous support and working in partnership with the team at Outwood Academy 
Ripon. 
 
Following the Easter holidays, we are introducing a revised ‘sign-in’ system for students who 
arrive late to school.  From Tuesday 22nd April 2025, students arriving after 08.45 will be 
expected to enter the Academy through the Student Attendance Service entrance.  This is a 
newly introduced facility to support students who arrive late and to minimise disruption to Main 
Reception and the learning of other students.  The external entrance to Student Attendance 
Services is located next to Main Reception outside Room 33.  Students will be met by our 
Attendance Engagement Team who will escort students to their lesson.  Students have been 
informed of this arrangement during their assembly this week.   Should your child be absent 
please contact the Academy before 08.30 to report their absence, failure to do so may result in 
unnecessary communication home.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Dates for your diary: 
Prison Me No Way​ ​ ​ 24th April  
Bobby Moore Fundraising Event​ 25th April 
Y11 GCSE Exam Period​ ​ 29th April - 25th June (including contingency dates) 
Year 9 Parents Evening​​            1st May 
May May Bank Holiday​​            5th May  
Year 8 Parents Evening​​            12th June  
 
May Half Term​ ​ ​ ​ 26th May - 23rd May 
Last day of summer term​ ​ Friday 18th July 
 
As we conclude the spring term, we wish a fond farewell to a number of colleagues: 
Mrs.E.Funnell (English Teacher) 
Mrs.C.McKenna (Consequences Manager) 
Mrs.K.Tiffney (Learning Manager) 
Mr.J.Dalton(Learning Manager) 
We wish these colleagues the very best for the future and thank them for their service at 
Outwood Academy Ripon.  In the meantime, I confirm the revised pastoral structure to support 
all learners in preparation for September 2025: 
 

Year Group Learning Manager Key Stage Leader 

Y7 Mrs Handyside Ms Wilden 

Y8 Ms Mearns 

Y9 Miss Slater (Mon - Wed)  
Mrs Barron (Thurs & Fri) 

Y10 Mrs Johnson Miss Whitehead 

Y11 Mrs Barron 

 
I would also like to introduce Mrs Richards as the Outwood Academy Ripon nominated contact 
for our students from a military background.  Many of you will know her as our Teacher of 
English.  I appreciate that Mrs Richards has already been in touch with identified families to 
introduce herself as the family link but it is important that all community members are aware of 



 

her role in the Academy and her commitment to ensuring that all children receive an 
exceptional standard of education including access to specialist welfare support.  
 
Once again,  thank you for your continuous support and feedback.   We remain available should 
you have any questions or concerns: enquiries@ripon.outwood.com.  In the meantime, have a 
wonderful Easter break and I look forward to seeing students return to school at normal time 
on Tuesday 22nd April, 2025. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 

 
Ms.R.A.Donohue (M.Ed; FCCT) 
Principal 
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