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2 September 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to welcome you, your child and family officially into Outwood 
Academy Valley and Year 7. We were so impressed with the positive start that the Year 7 students 
have made today and know already that this is going to be an exciting year, full of opportunities and 
achievements. 
 
Year 7 is a fundamental year in your child’s education. This is the year where they will get to know 
the school and our expectations and as a part of their induction to the academy, all Year 7 students 
will engage in the ACE (Academy Conduct & Expectations) Programme. 

The ultimate aim of this programme is to prepare students for the journey they are about to take 
with Outwood Academy Valley and support them with reaching the very top of the pyramid that sits 
at the heart of our values in all of our academies. This concept is not just about grades, but about 
helping our children to acquire the moral character that will bring them and our community 
happiness. Overall, it teaches them to Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be 
Extraordinary.  

 
The five modules of the programme will be delivered over a number of sessions in the first half-term 
which will take students through the Learning Journey which ensures they are aiming for the top of 
the pyramid, displaying qualities of an excellent student because, ‘It’s Who I Am.’ 
 
As students complete the sessions, they are expected to gain signatures on their ACE Passport given 
to them in September. Their teachers can sign this when they are seen to be fulfilling the success 
criteria in their lessons. 
 
At the end of the series of lessons, students who have received over 20 out of 25 signatures will be 
invited to the ACE Celebration and awarded the ACE Bronze Award.  
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I would also like to take this opportunity to invite you to our Year 7 Parents/Carers 
Information evening on Tuesday, 9 September 2025. This will take place at        
5:00 pm in the academy main hall. During this presentation, I will share with you our 
Outwood Teaching and Learning model and other key information that will help you 
to support your child during their time at Outwood Academy Valley.  
 
If you would like to attend, please click this link or scan the QR code. 
 
If there are more than the hall’s capacity wishing to attend, we will run two separate sessions (one at 
5:00 pm and one at 5:30 pm.  
 
 
If you have any questions about the ACE programme or your child’s start in Year 7, please contact 
either Mrs Longmore or The Year 7 Learning Manager, Mrs Banning, via email at: 
enquiries@valley.outwood.com. The Year 7 team will be working closely with students to ensure 
that they settle into Outwood Academy Valley, make new friends and enjoy their time with us.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Michelle Longmore 
Vice Principal 
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