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Dear Parents and Carers

Expectations and Standards - Year 7

As another academic year draws to a close, | would like to reach out to parents and carers of our
new cohort of students to ensure that your child’s time at Outwood Academy Valley gets off to a
flying start, and that all students reach and maintain our shared high expectations in conduct and
uniform. Please forgive the lengthy letter but my intention is to address some commonly asked
questions. In the first few weeks of term, all Year 7 students will embark on the Academy
Conduct and Expectations - ACE Programme where they will explore the positive impact of

having high expectations and what it means to be an active and valuable participant in academy life.

It was wonderful to welcome so many of you at Open Evening following the highly successful
Transition Days earlier this month. However, | am aware that some of you were not able to join us
in person during that evening. With that in mind, | would like to share a timely reminder of

expectations for September as we enter into this contract together.

Uniform

At Outwood Academy Valley we believe that a smart uniform instils discipline, improves
self-esteem, focuses attention upon learning and away from distractions, and gives pupils a sense of
pride in their appearance and the academic community they represent. Ve ask that the uniform is
worn appropriately and in its entirety at all times. Our uniform expectations can be found in the

school planner on pages |3 and 4. You can also view this information in the uniform policy and

guide available on the academy’s website: https://www.valley.outwood.com/uniform.
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Some messages to remind and reinforce:

Jewellery - our policy on jewellery is very clear: students should not wear it at all. Students
who wish to have their ears pierced, or any other form of piercing, should ensure
that this is done at the start of the summer holiday to allow time for healing.
Students will not be allowed to wear earrings or any other piercing jewellery and
this includes plastic covers and anything used to cover the piercing area.

Students are not allowed to wear nail polish or false nails (including clear polish, gels, acrylics,
extensions and Shellac).

Noticeable make-up including fake-tan, eye shadow, liner or mascara are not allowed.
Make-up, if worn, must be discreet and the decision as to what qualifies as this rests with the
Principal and senior leaders. False eyelashes and eyelash extensions which have been
individually bonded to natural lashes must not be worn. Henna is also not allowed.

Students must wear the correct type of skirt - plain black and in a tailored formal style, sitting
on or just above the knee. Skirts must be pleated (twin, knife or box pleat) but should not be
tight-fitting or tube skirts and cannot be made of jersey, stretch or patterned fabric.

Students’ trousers must be plain black and in a tailored formal style. They must not be
leggings, cropped, a tight or skinny fit or made of stretch fabric. Trousers should not have
decorative buttons, buckles or fashion belts. Jeans, flares, cargo, bootlegged trousers, tracksuit
bottoms, jeggings or leggings are not acceptable.

Students may only wear a wrist watch and, if required, a Medic Alert necklace or bracelet.
Smart watches are not allowed in the school.

If you are purchasing shoes for the new term please make sure they are compliant with the
policy; shoes should be plain black and free of embellishments. Logos, (including
Vivian Westwood and Kickers) edging and other splashes of colour are not allowed.

Socks must be plain black.

Hair bands and bobbles must be plain black or purple, and should not be worn on wrists. Hair
clips should not be attached to blazers.

Any coat worn by students must be large enough to go over the blazer and needs to be
removed as the students enter the building.

Hoodies and tracksuits are not to be worn with the school uniform.

Trutex dates - Uniform Collection

Please remember that the uniform collection date is Thursday 14 August 2025 and the exchange
dates are: Thursday 21 and Thursday 28 August 2025.



School Bag

All students must come to the academy fully equipped for the school day. Their school bag should
have their planner, which will be given out on the first day of the new term, a well-stocked pencil
case, including: Black pens, pencils, a ruler, and an eraser, as well a reading book and their PE kit on

the appropriate day. The bag itself is an essential part of our students’ equipment.

Mobile phones

Research and experience shows that mobile and smartphones can have a very negative impact on an
otherwise calm and structured learning environment, causing distraction and the potential for lost
learning. The academy has a firm policy against their use and is a ‘phone-free school’. We accept
that as parents and carers, you may wish your child to be in possession of a phone so that you can
be in touch on the journey to and from school. However, once in the academy, the expectation is
that phones should not be used, seen or heard at any point on the academy site. They should be
switched off and in your child’s bag. Students seen with or using their phones in school will have

them removed and these will only be returned to their parents or carers.

We ask that you do not encourage your child to use their phone to contact you or others whilst in
the academy. If students need to contact a parent or carer they should speak to a member of staff

who will arrange to make this contact.

Of equal importance are the issues that can be caused by the use of social media and other
applications that impact on students’ emotional health and well being. This includes the sharing of

posts and videos and the inappropriate use of messaging apps.

In the Community

We are proud of the young people, they are a credit to themselves, their families and our academy.
They demonstrate the academy values of be safe, be respectful and be responsible alongside
working hard and being kind. We ask that parents and carers reiterate the positive message about

conduct in the community while travelling to and from the academy.

Cycling
We actively encourage children to cycle to the academy. Please ensure they do so in a safe and
responsible manner, abiding by the rules of the road and being mindful of pedestrians and other road

users. Please encourage your child to wear a helmet for their own safety.



Drop off and pick up

Please use the one way system in the carpark when visiting the academy, entering via The Baulk and
then dropping off at the designated drop off point outside main reception. Please note this does
become busy at certain times so, to avoid frustration, please arrange to collect your child a small
distance away from the site, avoiding parking or stopping on double yellow lines or blocking the
drives of our neighbours. | would also like to remind parents and carers that students should not
be dropped off directly outside the student entrance where a safety barrier is located to prevent

students spilling out directly into the road.

Positive Discipline for Learning and Life Policy

By choosing Outwood Academy Valley for your child you are agreeing to enter into a contract

whereby parents and carers agree to:

° Work with the academy to encourage safety, responsibility, respect, and good behaviour from
their children

° Inform the academy of any information which may affect their child’s ability to thrive and
behave appropriately

° Support the academy’s policy on rewards and sanctions

° Attend meetings with staff to discuss their child

° Acknowledge that their child may make mistakes and trust that the academy, like them, wants
the best for their child

° Engage in support mechanisms to help their child develop their behaviour

° Ensure that their child arrives at school wearing the correct uniform and wearing it properly

° Ensure that their child is fully equipped to learn with the correct stationery and PE kit when
needed

° Regularly check their child’s planner and the OGAT parent portal (once available)

° Use the Praising Stars report that you receive for your child to discuss their effort in each of
their subjects

° Ensure their communication with the school and its staff models the polite respectful
approach we promote in school for their children

° Make sure that contact details held by the school are accurate and any changes are shared

with the school promptly.

Save The Dates:
On Friday 5 September 2023 the school photographer will be in the academy and all Year 7

students will have their school photograph taken.



Ms Longmore - Vice Principal, is eager to invite you all to our How My Child Learns at OAV
event on Tuesday 9 September 2025. Here she will share with parents and carers details of our
pedagogy, philosophy and how you can support your child with their learning. Further details will

follow at the start of the new term.

Finally, all that remains is for me to wish you all a happy and restful summer break. Please take a
look at our website which contains links to a number of activities which will be taking place in the
Bassetlaw area during the break. We look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students on

Wednesday 3 September, with all other students joining us on Thursday, 4 September 2025.

Yours faithfully

Mrs | Perry

Vice Principal



