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26 January 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

“Reading for pleasure is linked to a range of benefits including stronger writing 
skills, improved wellbeing and confidence, and even higher future earnings.” 

Department for Education 2025 

 

Good reading skills help your child succeed in all school subjects, not just English. Reading also 
helps them learn new words, understand the world better, and feel more confident. You can 
see your child’s current reading age on their Praising Stars report. Our goal is to work 
collaboratively with you to help every child become a strong, happy reader. 

In school, we use a computer program called Renaissance STAR Reading to check how well 
your child is reading. This program helps us see their strengths and where they might need 
more help. 

Your child will take this short reading test three times this school year. The next time they take 
the test will be between Monday 26 January and Friday 13 February 2026. 

 

How the Test Helps Your Child 

The test is important because: 

●​ It tells us their reading level: We learn what reading level is right for them. This 
helps teachers provide the appropriate level of support in all subjects. 

●​ It highlights needs: The results show if they need extra help or if they are doing very 
well. This allows us to give the right support in the classroom, and if they need any 
further intervention from our team of specialists. 

 

 

 

 
 

Outwood Grange Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales 
with company number 06995649. Registered office address: Potovens Lane, Outwood, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire WF1 2PF. VAT number: 158 2720 04. Outwood Grange Academies Trust is an 
Exempt charity. A list of Directors’ names is open to inspection at our registered office. 



 
 

How Your Child Should Take the Test 

We would appreciate your support to ensure that our results are as accurate as possible. 
Please talk to your child about the test: 

●​ It is important that they try their best and work on their own, just like in a real exam. 

●​ Tell them to take their time and read each question carefully (the test should take 
around 20 minutes). 

●​ If they do not know an answer, it is best to let the computer move to the next question 
rather than guessing quickly. Taking their time helps us find their true reading level, so 
we can give them the help they need. 

 

How You Can Help at Home 

The most important thing you can do is make sure your child reads regularly. We need your 
help to encourage your child to read for at least 15 to 20 minutes every day outside of 
school. 

 

Thank you for your support. We look forward to working with you to help your child succeed 
this year. For any more information, please contact Ms Osborne at 
k.osborne@normanby.outwood.com. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Kerstin Osborne 

Second in English 

 

 
 
 

 


