VALLEY NE
PRINCIPAL'S =

What an incredible start to the new academic year it has been.

| want to take a moment to express how truly energised and impressed |-
| am. The school halls are once again buzzing with positive energy, and =
it's been wonderful to see our students settle back into their routines |
with such enthusiasm and maturity.

The start to this new academic year has been nothing short of

exceptional. Our students have demonstrated a fantastic commitment
to learning, our teachers are already bringing innovative lessons to life, |
and the new Year 7's have settled in to secondary life exceptionally ¥
well. '

Let's keep this positive momentum going!

We encourage everyone to stay engaged, ask questions, and make the
most of the opportunities this year will bring.

| look forward to seeing all the great things
we will accomplish together.




KEY DATES

FOR THE DIARY

YR 11 SCHOOL
PHOTOS NOVEMBER

3 NOVEMBER 2025 ASSESSMENTS

5-21 NOVEMBER 2025

PARENTS
SHEFFIELD UNI
EVENING TRIP \'4

11 NOVEMBER 2025
13 NOVEMBER 2025

FLU P16 OPEN
VACCINATIONS EVENING

17 NOVEMBER 2025 18 NOVEMBER 2025

YR 11
CHRISTMAS
CAROL TRIP

17 DECEMBER 2025

CHRISTMAS

DINNER DAY

15 DECEMBER 2025
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KEY DATES

FOR THE DIARY

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL RE- o—
HOLIDAYS OPENS

5 JANUARY 2026

22 DECEMBER - 2
JANUARY 2026

YR 11 REVISION MFL MOCK
FEAST SPEAKING
13 JANUARY 2026 ASSESSMENTS

19-23 JANUARY 2026

DARENTS START TESTS
EVENING YR7-9

26 JANUARY - 13
20 JANUARY 2026 FEBRUARY 2026

FEBRUARY SCHOOL RE-
HALF TERM OPENS

16 FEBRUARY 2026 23 FEBRUARY 2026
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HALF TERM -
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CPA

YR 11 MOCK

ASSESSMENT WEEK
WEEK COMMENCING 10

e llzlaty sz BLOOD BROTHERS

TRIP - YR 11
12 NOVEMBER 2025

REMEMBERANCE = T .

PERFORMANCE

11 NOVEMBER 2025
2.30PM - PUBLIC

PERFORMANCE TALENT SHOW

AUDITIONS
13 NOVEMBER 2025

PANTO YR 7 - OH

NO IT'S NOT!
2 DECEMBER 2025
ART &
PHOTOGRAPHY
TRIP TO LIVERPOOL

VALLEY'S GOT 16 DECEMBER 2025

TALENT

WEEK COMMENCING 2
FEBRUARY 2025
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CPA

ENRICHME

GCSE ART

MONDAY - MRS PRIOR ROOM 221
TUESDAY - VARIOUS - ROOM 226
WEDNESDAY - MRS WARD ROOM 229
THURSAY - MRS PRIOR ROOM 221
FRIDAY MRS WARD ROOM 231

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY

MONDAY - MRS PRIOR ROOM 221
TUESDAY - VARIOUS - ROOM 226

WEDNESDAY - MISS ADAMS ROOM 226
THURSAY - MRS PRIOR ROOM 221

BTEC MUSIC

WEDNESDAY - MISS TINDLE ROOM 218
THURSAY - MRS TYRELL MUSIC ROOM

GCSE DRAMA

MONDAY - MRS LONGMORE ROOM 223

KS3 DANCE

TUESDAY - DANCE PRACTITIONER -
DRAMA STUDIOS

Sep 25

THURSDAY - MISS TINDLE

=
KS3 ART CLUB
MONDAY - MISS ADAMS
ROOM 225 :

VALLEY BAND

MONDAY - MRS TYRELL
MUSIC ROOM

ELECTRIC
VOICES

MUSIC ROOM

GCSE DANCE

FRIDAY BI-WEEKLY

PAGE 6



Year 7 Yeal?7 — —=— - ®
This term students are exploring the topic of This term students are exploring the topic of
Monsters. In order to create distorted Monsters. In order to create distorted
Monster portraits, they first learnt how to Monster portraits, they first learnt how to

draw accurate proportional portraits. draw accurate proportional portraits.

e

. UL . . Students are learning ab ban Art this
This term students are exploring the topic term. They have learnt howe to create
of Monsters. In order to create distorted graffitti-style typoography and are now
Monster portraits, they first learnt how to applying these to trains to consider

sep 2€lraw accurate proportional portraits. composition. PAGE 7



Year 9
Students are studying one of three topics this
term, either Stliff Life, Film Noir Photography
or West African Masks. This students has
created a proportional portrait and a study of
a West African Mask that abstracts and
simplifies human facial features.

- U.'I s
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Year 10
Photography students are exploring the topic
of Still Life this term. This outcome was
inspired by the monochrome shell

photography of Edward Weston.
‘e

Year 11
This student has been recording )
ideas around the theme of Natural
Forms.
PAGE 8



J e
@
® -
[ ]
Trip to CAST in Doncaster to watch Detention directed by =
Gary Clarke. We took KS4/5 students to watch this very e
powerful and emotional piece focusing on the Section 28 law. . ¢

The performance was outstanding and enabled students to
see a multidisciplinary piece that was political and provoked
thinking.
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VALLEY'’S GOl
TALENT

[
The CPA department has had great success since COVID and we have
produced 4 fantastic shows including; Matilda, Mary Poppins, A Night
at the musicals and School of Rock. This year we are going to be doing
something a little bit different. We are going to give students the
opportunity to demonstrate their own creativity and share their ideas
in a performance piece that will potentially entered to a final show in
February. This show will be as professional as always and we aim to
include professionals from the industry.

Key information:
Auditions — Thursday 13th November
When & Where: In the hall, 2:30-5:30pm, with a full professional set-up.
Sign-ups: There will be a signh-up sheet that will be posted outside the
CPA office.

What to prepare: ‘e ©
. A 1-minute polished performance (we need music in advance).
e Students can sing, dance, act, play an instrument, or even mix thef® @
together. . e
How many times? = .
You can audition more than once, as a solo and/or part of a group. e

Who can audition? A |
Open to all year groups.
Judges: Professionals from the performing arts industry. ‘

Next steps: .
If students are successful, they will be matched with a mentor to help
develop their piece for the final show in February.
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CTradewind

RECRUITMENT

Because Education Matters

Education _lpijc!ﬂoll |
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ATTENDANCE:

How we Respond to Absence

To ensure your child's safety and well-being, and to support their learning
journey, our school has a clear daily absence procedure. If your child is
unable to attend, please provide a clear reason when reporting their
absence. General terms such as “unwell” or “poorly” will not be accepted.
If your child is not in school and we have not been notified of the.reason
for their absence, we will make contact to gain a reason for absence.

This procedure may include a phone call, a text message, an email ‘or, in
some cases, a home visit. We will make this contact daily for every absence,
even if your child was ill the previous day. This is a crucial partiof our
safeguarding responsibility, as we cannot assume a child is still unwell
without an update from parents/carers.

Be through the gate for quarter past 8

Lateness = Lost Learning

e
Please be aware of the following information:
o
8.15am - All students are expected to be in the academy ®
8.25am - Period 1 starts promptly °

The morning registers formally close at 8.55am. Students signing in after
this time, without satisfactory reasons are legally required to be coded as
“U” in the register. Having “U” codes in the register is classed as an
unauthorised absence and affects a student’s attendance for both the day
and the year. Arriving at the Academy after 8.55am means that a student
loses 50% of their attendance mark for that day.

We would therefore welcome your support in ensuring your child arrives
on time and ready to learn.
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ATTENDANCE:

Medical Appointments

If your child has an unavoidable medical appointment it is expected that
students should only be out of the academy for the minimum amount of time
necessary for the appointment and should therefore attend before and/or after
in order to allow minimum disruption to their learning and attendance.

In line with the DfE guidance, medical absences will only be authorised for the
appointment and travel time should the appointment not be local

In addition, please could you support this with a copy of the appointment i.e.
letter/text/email; without this, the absence will be unauthorised.

We kindly request that routine appointments should be made outside of the
academy hours or during the holidays wherever possible.
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Holidays in Term Time

The government strongly advises all parents and carers to avoid ta
out of school for family holidays, as this can significantly disrupt
and impact their progress. We understand that sometimes‘family
arise that might lead you to consider taking your child out o‘sch

time. o

If you require a leave of absence we ask that you make a reque'st in

attendance team 4 weeks in advance, this can be emaﬂe.
@

attendance@yvalley.outwood.com

It is important to be aware that unauthorised absences during term
including unapproved holidays, will result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (F .
by the Local Authority. We are required to follow the national frameyvﬁfor -
FPN’'s which is as follows:

First offence

The first time a Penalty Motice is issued for term time
leave or irregular attendance the amount will be:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days.

Reduced to £80 per parent, per child if paid
within 21 days.

Second offence (within 3 years)

The second time a Penalty Motice is issued for term
time leave or irregular attendance the amount will be:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days.

Third offence and any further

offences (within 3 years)

The third time an offence is committed for term
time leave or irregular artendance a Penalty Notice
will not be issued, and the case will be presented
straight to Magistrates Court. Magistrates' fines can
be up to £2500 per parent, per child.

Cases found guilty in Magistrates’ Court can
show on the parent's future DBS certificate,
due to failure to safeguard a child's education.
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USEFUL LINKS

. I Progress Careers

WWW.progress-careers.co.uk

childline

ONLINE, ON THE PHUNE, ANYTIME
childline.org.uk | 0800 1111

Childline is available to help anyone under the age of 19.

You can contact Childline about anything that is worrying you, day or night,

A help and advice charity that provides a counselling service for childre&‘ahc‘
young people. It is free of charge and confidential. A multilingual service is g

provided. o
®

A )
Samaritans provide a service where someone will listen to you and
help you talk through your concerns, worries and troubles.
They have a 24/7 helpline available to talk to someone. .

They provide emotional support for those with feelings of despair or
distress and are struggling to cope or are at risk of suicide.
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THANK YOU ;#

If you have any suggestions for content for
our next newsletter then please send your .
suggestions via email to
s.williams@valley.outwood.com titling it

Newsletter submission.

Sep 25 PAGE 16



