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Post 16 PD and Uniform Update

08 October 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Since the start of this academic year, all Outwood Academy Adwick Post 16
students have been taking part in a Personal Development & Growth session each
day as part of the provision we now provide for them at our Post 16. These sessions
are compulsory and take place between 8:35 and 9:05 Monday to Friday.

These sessions have been introduced across our Trust to ensure that all our
students leave with not only the best academic qualifications they can but also to
ensure they receive sessions that help develop soft skills such as communication
and teamwork alongside qualities such as responsibility and empathy. We want our
students to stand out from the crowd and this programme will support them to do so.
As our Post 16 students will shortly be applying to university, apprenticeships or
employment we also provide through our PD programme opportunities for them to
receive careers advice and develop life skills such as budgeting, time management
& critical thinking.

Please see below an overview of the different sessions they will cover in Post 16
during our Personal Development & Growth sessions:

e \otes for schools. Critical thinking is developed through debates on topical
local / national issues.

e Guidance. Support & guidance on how to apply to university, apprenticeships
and employment.

e Peer Mentoring. Varied opportunities to work with our KS3 and/or KS4
students.

e Project based activities. Student led projects will develop students’

independence and responsibility whilst also providing a variety of enrichment
experiences outside of lessons.
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e Independent study / revision time. Students have autonomy over which A
Level or T Level work they wish to undertake or revise to manage their
workload effectively.

e Assembly. A wide range of awareness assemblies will be run that build their
cultural capital and support their career aspirations.

All students have already received an assembly to outline what these sessions will
involve, the benefits of these sessions and how it is linked to their attendance. We
are writing to you now to ensure you are aware that your child must attend these
sessions every day. Any Year 13 student who is split across both our Adwick and
Danum sites should attend the PD session where their morning sessions are that
day. If students fail to attend these sessions and their attendance becomes a cause
for concern they will process through our behaviour policy, which we do not want to
happen.

Additional Updates

e Adjusted Period Times: Due to the introduction of the PD period, Period 2
now finishes at 11:05 instead of 10:25. This means that Year 13 students who
travel between sites are arriving approximately 20 minutes into Period 3. To
support their learning, these students will have a separate reading/research
task for the first 20 minutes of Period 3. This ensures they can join the main
lesson without difficulty.

e Business Attire Update: In response to the changing world of work and
modern business attire expectations, we are updating our dress code. Year 13
students are required to wear smart business attire, but a formal blazer is no
longer compulsory. Year 12 T Level students should wear T Level uniform,
consisting of the T Level T Shirt and hoodie/jacket.

e Placement and Non-Teaching Days: We appreciate that students who are
on a placement day or who have a morning or full day with no scheduled
lessons should not have to travel long distances for a 35-minute PD session.
On these occasions, students are asked to access the important information
and activities through our Google Classroom environments.
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e Independent Study in Low-Ratio Subjects: In a small number of subjects
with very low teacher-to-student ratios, teacher contact time has been slightly
reduced. To ensure no learning is lost, staff in these subjects will provide
structured independent tasks for students to complete within their allocated
study periods. This approach maintains high-quality provision while also
supporting students to develop the independent learning skills vital for
success at Post 16 and beyond.

We look forward to your child engaging with these sessions and taking these
opportunities to develop the ‘whole person’ alongside their chosen A Levels or
T Level qualifications.

Yours faithfully,

Mr T. McLaughlin
Assistant Principal — Post 16 Lead
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